
I 
cove.,ant 

Lord Jesus, j 

Grant me the favour ofbeing led ~y thee, 
under the directions pf thy providence of thy Word. 

Grant me thy blessings with bitt:ef things. 
to brighten and quicfcen me, 
not to depress and · e me lifeless; 

Grant me, like Gideon of old, w 
by removing things at discourage me; 

Grant me succour beneath the s dow of thy sympathy 
when I am tempted 

Accept my unceasing thanks 
that I am not cast o from thy hand 
as a darkened star r a rudderless vessel. 

Suffer not my life to extend be nd my unusefulness; 
Cast me not under the feet of p de, injustice, riches, 

worldly greatness, selfish oppression of men; 
Help me to wait patiently, sile~ly upon thee, 

not to be enraged ~r speak unadvisedly. 
Let thy mercy follow me while

1
I live, 

write upon it reverence to thyself 
with an inscriptio that time and eternity cannot erase. 

To thy grace and the care of covenant 
I commit myself, sickness, and in health, 
for thou hast ove come the world, 

~ ...... ~ed the law, 
ed justifying righteousness, 
owed up death in victory, 

en all power everywhere. 
Mark this covenant with thin own blood · 

in the court of :fl giving mercy; 
Attach unto it thy name in w ·chI believe, 

for it is sealed b my unworthy mortal hand. 

I 



THOUGHTS 0 PONDER 
Verse of e Montb 

One man gives freely, yet ains even more; another 
Wit olds undu but om to ove 1: 4 

Red letter words are Scripture, black Jetter words are footnotes 
JESUS COMFORTS HIS DISCIPLES .John 14:1-4 
·~ ' •-' "Do not Jet your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; tr st also in me. z In my Father's bouse are many rooms; 
if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come back and take y ou to be with e that you also -may be where I am. ~ You know the way 
to the place where I am going. · 
14:t"'l Jesus' words show that the way to eternal life, though ee~ is secure--as secure as your trust in Jesus. He has 
already prepared the way to eternal life. The only issue that ay still be unsettled is your willingness to believe. 
14;2.-.l There are few verses in Scripture that describe eternal · e, but these few verses are rich with promises. Here Jesus 
says, "I am going there to prepare a place for you," and "I · · come back." We can look forward to eternal life because 
Jesus has promised it to all who believe in him. Though the etails of eternity are unknown, we need not fear because 
Jesus _is arin it fo us will nd etemi wi . B _ 

JESUS THE WAY TO THE FATHER John 14:5-14 
u,~~ Thomas said to him, "Lord, we don't know where ou are going so bow can we know the way?" 6 Jesus 
answered, "I am the way and the truth and the life. No o e comes to the Father excep t through me." 
&4:5-6 This is one of the most basic and imp()rtant passages in S ripture. How can we know the way to God? Only through 
Jesus. Jesus is the way because he is both God and man. By · g our lives with his, we are united with God. Trust Jesus 
to take you to the Father, and all the benefits of being God's hild will be yours. 
w~J esus says he is the only way to God the Father. Some peopl may argue that this way is too narrow. In reality, it is wide 
enough for the whole world, if the world chooses to accept it. ead of worrying about how limited it sounds to have only 
one way, we should be saying, "Thank you God, for provi · a sure way to get to you!" 
As the way, Jesus is our path to the Father. As.the truth, he · the reality of all God's promises. As the l ife, he joins his 
eli · e life to o _ now and ete all . NIVLA 
lt :•-7 If you really knew me, you would know my Father a well. From now on, you do know him and have seen 
him." 
,4,aPhilip said, "Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us." 
·~ =?Jesus answered" "Don'tyou know me, Philip, even afte~ I have been among you such a long time? Anyone who 
has seen m e bas seen the Father. How can ~ou say •show us the Father'? 
w:S> Jesus is the visible. tangible image of the invisible God. e is the complete revelation of what God is like. Jesus 
explained to Philip, who wanted to see the Father, that to kno Jesus is to know God. The search for God, for truth and 
re · e d in Clirist. ee als _Colossi 1:15· ebrews 1: -4. B 
to~: t et-u Don't you believe that I am in the Father, and that t e Father is in me? The words I say to you are not just 
my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, who is doi g his work. u Believe me when I say that I am in the 
Father and the Father is in me; or at least believe on the ev dence of the miracles themselves. 1zl teJI you the truth, 
anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doin . He will do even greater things than these, because I 
am going to the Father. I J And I will do whatever you as in my name, so that the Son may bring glory to the 
Father. 
t4:1Z-t3Jesus is not saying that his disciples would do more · miracl~er all, raising the dead is about as amazing 
as you can get. Rathe. r, the disciple. s, working in the power of · e Holy Spirit, would carry the gospel of God's kingdom 
out fPal · e and_into the ole w rid. NIVLAS 
•w You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will d it. 
lA: I~ When Jesus says we can ask for anything. we must remem r that our asking must be in his name--that is, according 
to God • s character and wilL God will not grant requests con to his nature or his will, and we cannot use his name as 
a magic formula to fulfill our selfish desires. If we are since ly following God and seeking to do his will, then our 

uests ·n be · · with athe wants and e __ · t · em. ee 15: · 16· ASB 

These days it seems that honor is given away witho a second thought.. Fans honor sports stars, music 
stars, and movie stars. Accolades and awards are give to products, to P,laces, even to animals. People trt 
to give themselves honor in re'sume's or personal ads th t seem to say, l Hire me." "Date me.""Many me. ' 
Why? "Because I'm the greatest." 

Who is truly worthy of receiving honor? Jesus Christ. Whom does Jesus Christ think worthy of honor? One 
part of the answer may surprise you. God is, and we a$ . In John 12, Jesus said that when we serve and 
follow him, God the Father will honor us. 

Being respected by God is a prize worth reaching for. t is worth more than any jobc_ award, paycheck or 
anything else imaginable. But were no honor given, bei g able to serve Christ and to oe with h1m forever is 
certainly prize enough. 

When we honor Christ, God onors us.(From the Upper Room) 



"PLAY BALL- STEP TO THE PLATE." 

Where are you Washington Presbyterian Ch ch (WPC)? Although Spring training is a few 
months away in the game of baseball, as well as life it is 3 strikes and you are OUT. We are down to 
the last strike and no one, I repeat no one, has stepp d up to the plate to undertake the task of finance 
chairperson. At the June 20, 2017 Session meeting ur Church Treasurer, Toni A. Brooks submitted 
her resignation letter effective December 31, 201 , with the stipulation she will gladly help the 
person!s who would undertake the task. It has been entioned one time in church in July, by our Clerk 
of Session and just recently in November. At the ast Session meeting it was decided to repeat the 
need for a Church Treasurer. The church will be in · e straits when New Year's Eve rolls around and 
no one is available to "keep the books" at WPC. It will take at least I 0-20 days for the present 
Treasurer to ''walk through" and review the proced es now used to have a solid bookkeeping status. 
Some people even talk about an audit. For what?? J t to transfer a set of "books" to do a job that has 
effectively been done for 25-30 years. It only takes person with math skills to count money, deposit 
checks and money on time, dispense monies as ne on time as possible to vendors, and pay church 
personneL So please church folks, step up to the pia e. Let's get our act together. 

In getting things together as a church, it is th writer's opinion we are slightly losing our way. 
Over the past few years WPC has been an ardent p11 nent and active participant in the local interfaith 
services held at participating churches, etc. The se · ces usually have great speakers, talk of their faith 
whether English, Arabic, Hebrew or Farsi. They participate wholeheartedly. Although WPC is a 
participant no one represented us at the latest intern 'th service held at the Wyomissing Church of the 
Brethren. It is my understanding that only 2 WP persons attended the service. It seems all the 
participants had their respective faith leaders there e cept WPC. What's going on here? We talk about 
having a community outreach, yet we are a non-p · cipant The local newspaper did give WPC a 
''plug" by saying at the end of the article that WP (USA) did participate, though the faith leader of 
WPC was not there. What direction are we going? 

LOCAL EVENT 

The NAACP, Reading Branch, is hosting ad 
racial inequality at the RACC, Miller Center for 
PM. Admission is free. It will also include a p 
there. 

BITS, PIECES, STATISTICS 

Happiness Definitely Improves Health 

umentary film "13" about mass incarceration and 
e Arts on Wednesday, December 6, 2017 at 6:00 
1 discussion. It should be interesting. Try to be 

A review in Applied Psychology: Health and ell being, analyzed more than 150 studies and 
found that high subjective well human beings- a ra · g people gave their own lives, can positively 
affect everything from cardiovascular systems to· unity. 

• Think of ideas to "sell" WPC to people in the 
• Join the Chat-Chew Brainstorm Sessions in Fellowship hall after church. 
• Christmas caroling with senior choir set for F 'day, December 22, 2017 at 6:30 or 7:00PM. If 

transportation is needed, please, ask. 

If you see something suspicious say something. Di 

That's all folks! 

Credits: Reading Eagle, Time 

3-2K17-8 



NEVER FORGE~ YOUR FRIENDS 

I 
A newlywed young man was sitting t n the porch on a humid day, sipping ice 

tea with his Father. As he talked about a~ult life, marriage , responsibilities, and 
obligations, the father thoughtfully stirre the ice cubes in his glass and cast a clear, 
sober look on his Son. "Never forget you friends," he advised, "they will become 
more important as you get older." "Rega dless of how much you love your family 
and the children you happen to have, you 'tflll always need friends." 

Remember to go out with them occa ionally (if possible), but keep in contact 
with them somehow. "What strange advi !" thought the young man. "I just 
entered the married world, I am an adult nd surely my wife and the family that we 
will start will be everything I need to mak4 sense of my life." 

Yet, he obeyed his Father; kept in t ch with his friends and annually 
increased their number. Over the years, h became aware that his Father knew 
what he was talking about. Inasmuch as t~me and nature carry out their designs 
and mysteries on a person, friends are the bulwarks of our life. 

Mter 60 years of life, here is what h~ (and you) will have learned: Time 
passes. Life goes on. The distance separa~. Children grow up. Children cease to 
be children and become independent. An4 to the parents, it breaks their heart but 
the children are separated of the parents. tfobs come and go. Illusions, desires, 
attractions ...•• weaken. People do not do 'that they should do. The heart breaks . 
The parents die. Colleagues forget the favtrs. The races are over. But true friends 
are always there, no matter how long or h~w many miles away they are. A friend is 
never more distant than the reach of a nee~ , intervening in your favor, waiting for 
you with open arms or in some way blessing your life. 

When we started this adventure callctd LIFE, we did not know of the 
incredible joys or sorrows that were ahead We did not know how much we would 
need from each other. Love your parents, ke care of your children, but keep a 
group of good friends. 



Pot:1~ry 

PAR l f; - ~ ~ 
- _f\:.J_ - - - ,- ~ - -- ~ 

CP?.i5Aix.'t .... 'i Ct-lJliCKBN ft ... ND n::ft .. S""f.A Preheat oven to 350°F. Prepare egg noodles 
\~tf[111-i1 SF'ITi~.::!.~CK-E according to package directions; set aside. 

H eat oil in large skillet over medium-htgh heat. 
6 ounces uncooked en noodles Add onion and bell pepper; cook and stir 2 minutes 
l tablespoon olive oil or until onion is tender. Add spinach, chicken, 
~ cup chopped onion mushrooms and cooked noodles; stir to combine. 
Y.. cup chopped red bell pepper 
1 package (10 ounces) frozen spinach, 

thawed and drained 
2 boneless skinless chicken breast halves 

<* pound), cooked and cut into l-inch 
pieces 

1 can (4 ounces) sliced mushrooms, drained 
2 cups (8 ounces) shredded Swiss cheese 
I container {8 ounces) sour cream 

% cup half-and-half 
2 eggs, slightly beaten 
312 teaspoon salt 

Red onion and fresh spinach for garnish 

Combine cheese, sour cream, half-and-half, eggs 
and salt in medium bowl; blend well. 

Add cheese mixture to chicken mixture; stir to 
combine. Pour into 13 X 9-inch baktng dish coated 
with nonstick cooking spray. Bake, covered, 30 to 35 
minutes or until heated through. Garnish with red 
onion and fresh spinach, if desired. 

Makes 8 servings 

'r ; ? T ' 
)r· ~:,...... l""" ·• !....-< ~ "'"" . -
ll _., ~ ~ .rl. --.... . ._, .._., 

Most pastas are prelared w ith wheat flours or 
other cereal grains J d water. If an egg is added 
to this mix, the prod ct is then called a noodle. 

Creamy Chicken and Pasta with Spinach 

~ ----------------------------~----------------------------------





December 2017 * Denotes Birthdays 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday F•·iday Satut'day 

Deccmbe•·l 2 
Dr. Joseph Amp1·ey * 

' I 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
Diana Williams * Eric Parltcr * Dcrrlc Burden * Bible Study-6:30PM Senior Choir Rehearsal 

12:00 noon 
111 Sunday of Advent Dreanna Matthews* 

1 

Communion 
10:00 AM Sunday 

Service Pearl Harbor Day 
10 Sharon Davis • 1t 11 13 14 15 16 

Jerell Scott * - Bible Study - 6:30PM Senior Choir Reheat·sal 
2"11 Sunday of Advent 12:00 noon 
Human Rights Day Finalize budget 

Communion Child A busc Policy Tatiyafia Sancllez • 
I 1'>..1'>.1\ , • A <'1. ... .. . 

Vo •v .. ~~0>-UJ .,., ..... v •• ··--· .. lli\11111~1\nll 0"10111:> 

I Service 6:30PM (Sundown) 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

Bible Study - 6:30PM Senior Choir Rehearsal Wanya Cooper* 
Jor·dan Johnson ,., 12:00 noon 

I 

3rd Sunday of Advent WPC Ca11tlle Light 
Service 6:00 PM 

I 0:00 AM Sunday Hunuld<llh Euds 
Joasb Cl1est (Sundown) First Day of Winter 

24 25 26 7.7 28 29 30 
Christmas Eve TeaJ"al• Burden * Bible Study-6:30PM Senior Choit· Rehearsal Jaeleanyse Pl1clps * 
Christmas Joy 12:00 noon 

Offering Nativity of Jesus 
IO:OO·AM Sunday Christ/ 

Service Christmas Day Kwanzaa i 

31 
Harold Jacl<Son * 

' 
Robert Nelson* 

Ne'v Year's Eve 
I 0:00 AM Sunday 

.. s~·vice -



SICK, SHUT -INS AND B~REA VED FAMILIES 
Joan Marshall, Teondre Morrison-Cooper, Claudette C er, Justin Johnson, Kevin Hening, Joyce Beckett, 
Linda Hobbs (Pastor's sister), Daisy Patience, M e (Flood) Rhodes, Monica Fruit (Joan Reppert' s 
granddaughter), Maurice Alexander, LaK.eshia Green & amily, Aimy McKnight, Ethel Kinkaid, Will Kinkaid 
(Tremont Rehab.), Diana Flood, Maria Mootarim (Barb 's co-worker), Cherie Spillane, Agnes Snead, Mrs. 
Thelma Winfrey, Derric Burden, John and Damarcus ons of Penny's co-worker), Shirley Wilson, Shania 
Hunter (Janice's niece), Vickie Bowers (Pennside), Co ·e Lantz (Vickie' s mother), Kiara Delgado (Penny' s 
granddaughter), Katrina Boyldn, Eric George, Henry Jol:(nson, Tomishia Johnson, Melba Stamm, Dale Brown, 
Valerie Phelps, Kenneth Randall, Sabrina (Alex' s friepd), Sandy (Renwick) Martin, John and Mary Lou 
Haynes, Oliver & Freida Carter, Nancy Kerper, Jimmy E Kee, Rose Fletcher, Sharon Good {April's sister-in
law), Richard Newkirk, Marty & David Banks, Eddie R os, Jean Pingatore, Tommy Ridley, Nora Hartford, 
Mrs. Mmjorie McNeill, Paulette Amprey's family, Nic olas (Amber's client), Kim Scott, Evelyn Morrison, 
Gary Patience (Khadri Saboor), Earl and Marilyn Hoc Robert Nelson, Keith Stamm, Paul Lucia, William 
"Tune" Davis, Margret Joyce Randall, Thelma Jeanette ~dall, Frederick Benton, Ava Marie Jolmson (2 years 
old), Gail Scott, Hazel Kochel, Joan Reppert and Geneas~ Brown. 

PRAYFORTHEBEREAVED 

SCRIPTURES 
December3 
December 10 
December 17 
December24 
December 31 

Isaiah 64:1-9 
Isaiah 40:1-11 
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 
Isaiah 9:2-7 
Isaiah 61:10-62:3 

STANDING COMMITTEES 
Christian Concerns -April Coleman 
Christian Education - Alexis Green 
Evangelism - Yvonne Lewis 
Finance - Toni A. Brooks 
Property - Stephen Greer 
Stewardship- Sharon Davis/Yvonne Lewis 

Psalm 8 : 1-7, 17-19 
Psalm 8 : 1-2~ 8-13 

I Corinthians 1 :3-9 
2 Peter 3:8-15a 

Psalm 1 6 or Luke 1 :46b-55 
Psalm 9 

I Thessalonians 5:16-24 
Titus :11-14 

Psalm 1 8 Galatians 4 :4-7 

BIBLE TUDY- Wednesday 6:30 P.M. 

LECTIONARY READINGS 
Mark 13:24-27 
Mark 1:1-8 
John 1:6-8, 19-28 
Luke 2:1-14 (15-20) 
Luke 2:22-40 

Worship Conunittee-Pauline Johnson/Alexis Green!LaK 

SESSION 

hiaGreen 

ORGANIZATION 

Pastor- Rev. Laddie J. Benton 
Clerk of Session - Barbara Davis 
Church Treasurer- Toni A. Brooks 
Benevolence Treasurer - Sharon Davis 
Club Fund Treasurer - Winnie J. Burden 
Sunday School- Sharon Davis 

CHOIR REHEARSAL (December) 
Senior Choir- Thursday: 12:00 Noon 

N[en's Fellowship- Oliver Carter 
~stor:s Aid- Toni A. Brooks/Winnie Burden 
P',ersonnel - Stephen Greer 
~esbyterian Women- Alexis Green/LaKeshia Green 

WASHINGTON PRESBYTERIAN cmlmcH WILL ACCEPT DONATIONS 
FROM ANYONE WHO WOULD Lii(i£TO HELP WITH OUR MISSIONS. 

WPC WEB PAGE: WPC1823.COM 

"For unto us a child is born, to us ~ son is given, and the government 
will be on His Shoulders. And Hew II be called Wonderful Counselor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father Prince of Peace.'' (Isaiah 9:6) 



From the Pastor's Desk 
The Rev. Laddie J. Benton, Pastor 

0 CHRIST, BEGOTTEN OF THE FATHER BEFORE LL TIME, BORN IN A STABLE AT BETHLEHEM 

And she gave birth to her first born so and wrapped him in bands of cloth 
and laid him in a manger, because th re was no place for them in the inn. 

(luke 2: 7 -New Revis d Standard Version) 

THE HOMELESS WITHIN J'J E COMMUNITY OF FAITH 

Dear members and friends of Washington Presb erian Church (USA), 

During the season of Christmastide, most people are busy shopping for gifts to give to their 
loved ones on Christmas Day. Believers praise G d and give thanks for the birth of Christ Jesus 
in the world. Hymns such as "Away in a Manger' and "Joy to the World !", can be heard in 
churches and commercial businesses at this tim of the year. 

As we sing Christmas carols and hymns such as u o, Tell It on the Mountain"; let us not forget 
that Christ the Savior was born in a lowly state a ong animals in a cave. Perhaps this took 
place because God wanted to remind us not to f rget the homeless and the needy. 

I was walking down the street one evening to at nd a meeting at the church. The temperature 
was in the low 40's. I saw a young woman appro ching me and she began to speak to me in 
Spanish. Even though I did not understand wha she was saying I knew that she was asking for 
help. I could tell by the way that she was dresse and the look on her face that she was most 
likely homeless and hungry. I did not give her a y money nor offer to feed her (we were 
standing by a restaurant). As I continued walkin towards the church, she walked pass me and I 
felt so ashamed. I tried to catch up with her to ive her money to buy a sandwich. I saw her 
speaking to a young man who reached in his po ket and gave her some money, and she 
thanked him and rapidly walked away. I missed y blessing when I did not help someone in 
need. 

lord God: you have commanded us to feed the ungry and give shelter to the homeless. May 
we never neglect the poor, the hungry, the hom less, or name them lazy if they have no means 
to support themselves. Working together with u, may we shape a world in which every one 
contributes to the good of all; through Jesus Ch ist our lord. Amen. 

Your Broth:~*tr 
Rev. Laddi~ton, Pastor 

STAND UP OR JESUS! 
STAND U FOR WPCI 
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