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THE CONVICTING SPIRIT

THOU BLESSED SPIRIT, AUTHOR OF ALL GRACE AND COMFORT,
Come, work repentance in my soul;
Represent sin to me in its odious colours that I may hate it;
Melt my heart by the majesty and mercy of God;
Show me my ruined self and the help there is in him;
Teach me to behold my creator,
his ability to save,
his arms outstreiched,
his heart big for me.
May I confide in his power and love,
commit my soul to him without reserve,
bear his image, observe his laws, pursue his service,
and be through time and eternity
a monument to the efficacy of his grace,
a trophy of his victory.
Make me willing to be saved in his way,
perceiving nothing in myself, but all in Jesus:
Help me not only to receive him but
to walk in him,
depend upon him,
commune with him,
be conformed to him,
follow him,
imperfect, but still pressing forward,
not complaining of labour, but valuing rest,
not murmuring under trials, but thankful for my state.
Give me that faith which is the means of salvation,
and the principle and medium of all godliness;
My I be saved by grace through faith,
live by faith,
feel the joy of faith,
do the work of faith.
Perceiving nothing in myself, may I find in Christ
wisdom, righteous, sanctification, redemption. Amen.



THOUGHT TO PONDER
Yerse of the Month

Whatsoever vou would that men should do to you, de you even so to them. Matthew 7:12
Scriptures are in red letters, footnotes are in black letters
JESUS TEACHES ABOUT SALT AND LIGHT Matthew 5:13-16
1:“You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good

for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men.
:1:If a seasoning has no flavor, it has no value. If Christians make no effort to affect the world around them, they are of little
value 1o God. If we are too much like the world, we are worthless. Christians should not blend in with everyone ¢lse. Instead,

we should affect others positively. just as seasoning brings out the best flavor in food. NIVLASB

s141: You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. i=Neither do people light a lamp and put it under
a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. isIn the same way, let your light
shine before men, that they may see your goed deeds and praise your Father in heaven.

51416 Can you hide a city that is sitting on top of a hili? Its light at night can be seen for miles. I{ we live for Christ, we will
glow like light, showing others what Christ is like. We hide our light by (1) being quiet when we should speak, (2) going
along with the crowd, (3) denying the light, (4) letting sin dim our light, (5) not explaining our light to others, or (6) ignoring

the needs of others. Be a beacon of tuth—don’t shut your light off from the rest of the world. _NIVILASB

JESUS TEACHES ABOUT ANGER _Matthew 5:21-26
<212 You have heard that it was said to the people long ago, ‘Do not murder, and anyone who murders will be subject

to judgment.’ :: But I tell you that anyone who is angry with his brother will be subject to judgment. Again, anyone
who says to his brother, “Raca,’ is answerable to the Sanhedrin. But anyone who says, “You fool!” will be in danger

of the fire of hell.
= Killing is a terrible sin, but anger is a great sin too because it also violates “God’s command to love. Anger in this case

511-32

refers to a seething, brooding bitterness against someone. It is a dangerous emotion that always threatens to leap out of
control, leading to violence, emotional hurt, increased mental stress, and spiritual damage. Anger keeps us from developing
a spirit pleasing to God. Have you ever been proud that you didn’t strike out and say what was really on your mind? Self-
control is good, but Christ wants us to practice thought-control as well. Jesus said that we will be held accountable even for
our attitudes. NIVLASB

exs2sTherefore, if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that your brother has something against
vou, :1leave your gift there in front of the altar. First go and be reconciled to'your brother; then come and offer your
gift.

s21.24 Broken relationships can hinder our relationship with God. If we have a problem or grievance with a friend, we should
resolve the problem as soon as possible. We are hypocrites if we claim to love God while we hate others. Our attitudes toward
others reflect our relationship with God (1 John 4:20). NIVLASB

«2c:“Settle matters quickly with your adversary who is taking you to court. Do it while you are still with him on the
way, or he may hand you over to the judge, and the judge may hand you over to the officer, and you may be thrown
into prison. 1 tell you the truth, you will not get out until you have paid the last penny.

52526 In Jesus® day, someone who couldn’t pay a debt was thrown info prison until the debt was paid. Unless someone came
to pay the debt for the prisoner, he or she would probably die there. It is practical advice to resolve our differences with our
enemies before their anger causes more trouble (Proverbs 25:8-10). You may not get into a disagreement that takes you to
court, but even small conflicts mend more easily if you try to make peace right away. In a broader sense, these verses advise
us to get things right with our brothers and sisters before we have to stand before God. NIVIL.ASB

JESUS TEACHES ABOUT VOWS Matthew 5:33-37 ;
ss3 Again, you have heard that it was said to the people long ago ‘Do not break you oath, but keep the oaths you have

made to the Lord.’
;33 Here, Jesus was emphasizing the importance of telling the truth. People were breaking promises and using sacred language

casually and carelessly. Keeping oaths and promises is important; it builds trust and makes committed human relationships
possible. The Bible condemns making vows or taking oaths casually, giving your word while knowing that you won’t keep
it, or swearing falsely in God’s name (Exodus 20:7; Numbers 30:1-2). Oaths are needed in certain situations only because
we live in a sinful society that breeds distrust. NIVL.ASB

«+But I tell you, Do not swear at all: either by heaven, for it is God’s throne; s: or by the earth, for it is his footstool;
or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the Great King. s And do not swear by your head, for you cannot make even one
hair white or black. 5»Simply let your ‘Yes’ be ‘Yes,” and you ‘No’ be ‘No’; anything beyond this comes from the evil

one.
s1337 Oaths, or vows, were common, but Jesus told his followers not to use them—their word alone should be enough (see

James 5:12). Are you known as a person of your word? Truthfulness seems so rare that we feel we must end our statements
with “I promise.” If we tell the truth all the time, we will have less pressure to back up our words with an oath or promise.



