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"Go quickly and tell.his disciTlllesJ 'He has been raisedJ'hom the dead
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ahead ofy ou to Galtlee; there you will see him'" (Matthew 28:7).

From the Pastor's Desk
Rev. Laddie J. Benton
We Are Ambassadors For CI"ist
But on the first day of the week, at early dawn,
they came to the tomb, taking the spices that they
had prepared. They found the stone rolled away
from the tomb, but when they went in, they did not
find the body.
( Luke 24: 1-3 - Revised Standard Version)

Easter Sunday is that very special time ofthe year in the life of the Christian Church in which all
believers celebrate the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ from the dead. It is a day of victory
in which God defeated the enemies of sin, evil, and death. By the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
believers have received eternal life, and "Death will be no more."
Many churches will conduct special worship services to celebrate this greatest of all events in the
history of humankind. On Easter Sunday (April 8, 2012), the Reading Berks Conference of
Churches will conduct its 99th Easter Dawn Service at 6:30 am. at the Fire Tower on top ofMt.
Penn. All are invited to attend this service. In addition, I will be participating in this service to
deliver "An Easter Prayer." I pay that you will be able to attend, and please pass this
information on to others whom you know.
As we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior; I came across a "Call to
Worship" for Easter that I would like to share with you:
The tomb, death's stone-cold womb, could not contain him, God's offspring,
life's child.
The tomb, Easter's empty surprise, brimmed full of meaning as death itself
passed away.
The women, Easter's unlikely reporters, told of a gaping void within the
gravestone that that filled their emptiness with joy.
The women, discoverers afraid and amazed, proclaimed, "He is risen!" and
Were told by slow believers to hush their idle chatter.
The event, God's Son-rise, enlightened a dark earth as Jesus's return brought
dawn to a new day.
The event, impossibility made possible, dazzles our eyes yet clears our vision.
We see the empty cross, the tomb, and we toss back our heads and laugh for
joy. We gather to worship the God who gives us Easter.
(Reprinted by permission of the publisher from Flames of the Spirit,
ed. Ruth C. Duck. Copyright © 1985 The Pilgrim Press.)
Praise to you Lord Jesus: Dying you destroyed our death, rising you restored our life. Lord
Jesus, come in glory.
Your Brother in Christ,
Rev. Laddie J. Benton, Pastor

STAND UP FOR JESUS/ STAND UP FOR WPC/

SICK, SHUT-JNS AND BEREAVED FAMILIES
Harold and Pauline Jackson, Margie Walker, Joan Marshall, Alex Auston, Jordan Johnson, Donald Lewis, Faith Morrison,
Nathan and Marquise Phelps, Jean Rudolph, Sharon, Davis Kim Alfreda Overton, John Fletcher, Feleicha Davis, LaKeshia
Green, and family, Demerik Weglinski-Benton, Teondre' Morrison-Cooper, Aaron Randall, Stephen Randall, William
(Tune) Davis, Janet Arms, Ruth Jenkins (Barbara Davis' mother), Sylvia Winfrey, Ann Conboy, Joseph Cooper" Claudette
Carter (Alberta'S dauf!hter), Katrina Boykin, (Joan Reppert's niece), John Baynes, Viola Jefferson, Freida Carter, Denise
Wilson, Vivian Key Barbara Davis, Lorett and Ronald Settle (NC), Doris (Toot) Kantner, Amber Carter, "Miss Brenda"
(Robert Nelson's friend), Jeff and Jean and their family, Sylvia Finn, Rev. Shelley Burdine, Victor Zorbas (Greece), Lillian
Rivera and Joan Crowley (Toni's friend), Justin Johnson, and Gilbert Johnson
PRAY FOR THE BEREAVED
SCRIPTURES:
April 1
April 8
April 15
April 22
April 29

Psalm 31:9-18
Psalm 118:1-2;14-24
Psalm 96:1-9
Psalm 15:1-5
Psalm 23:1-6

John 12:12-16
Acts 10:34-43
Acts 4:32-37
Acts 3:12-19
Acts 4:5-12

Philipians2:5-11
1 Cor.15:1-11
1 John 1:1-2:2
1 John 3:1-7-10
1 John 3:16-24

STANDING COMMITTEES

BIDLE STUDY Wednesday 9:30 AM and 6:30 PM

Christian Concerns-Sharon Davis
Christian Education-Alexis Green
Evangelism-Yvonne Lewis
Finance-Toni Brooks
Property-Stephen Greer
Stewardship-Sharon DavislYvonne Lewis
Worship Committee-Pauline Johnson/Alexis Green

LECTIONARY READINGS
Mark 11:1-11
Mark 16:1-8
Psalm 3:1-3
Luke 224:36b-48
John 10:11-18

SESSION
Pastor-Rev. Laddie J. Benton
Clerk of Session-Oliver Carter
Church Treasurer-Toni Brooks
Benevolence Treasure-Oliver Carter
Club Fund Treasurer-Winnie J Burden

ORGANIZATION
Men's Fellowship-Oliver Carter
Pastor's Aid-Toni BrookslWinnie Burden
Personnel-Stephen Greer
Presbyterian Women-Alexis GreenILaKeshia Green
Sunday School-Sharon Davis

CHOIR REHEARSAL

Senior Choir Thursday 6:00 P M-Director-Mrs Janet Arms
Children Choir Sunday (after Church Service)-Director-William Kinkaid
REBA TEMPLETON ENRICHMENT CENTER
Activities include: Reading, Comprehension, Computer Skills, Problem Solving, Journalism, Fun, Crafts and
Games
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Diana Flood *
Stephen Randall
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Bible Study - 9:30 AM
Midweek Svc.-12:45 PM
Bible Study - 6:30 PM
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Senior Choir Rehearsal
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One Great Hour
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Bible Study - 9:30 AM
Midweek Svc.-t2:45 PM
Bible Study - 6:30 PM
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Income Tax Due
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LaCinya Dianna *

Bible Study - 9:30 AM
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~

20

21
Berks Heim-Family
Get Together - Noon
Vivian Key 'it
Enrichment Center
9:00 AM-12:00 Noon

27
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Enrichment Center
9:00 AM-12:00 Noon
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Senior Choir Rehearsal
Jazzmine Foster *
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Enrichment Center
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Maundy Thursday
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Palm Sunday
Sunday Service

Friday

26
Senior Choir Rehearsal

Corbin Scott *
Administrative
Professionals' Day

ho se Ha and vege able Chowder

Fa

2 cans (10% ounces each) condensed cream of celery soup
2 cups c;liceci cooked ham
1 package (10 ounces) frozen corn
1 large baking potato, cut in %-ihch pieces
1 medium red bell pepper, diced
% teaspoon dried thyme leaves
2 cups small broccoli florets
% cup milf(

iJ

1. Combine all ingredients except broccoli and milk in slow cooker; stir to blend. Cover; cook
on LOW 6 ,to 8 hours or on HIGH 3' to 4 hours.
2. If cooking on LOW, turn to HIq.Hj stir in broccoli and milk. Coverj cook 15 minutes or
until broccoli is crisp tender.
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Farmhouse Ham and Vegetable Chowder
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FAITH
MY GOD,

I bless thee that thou hast given me the eye of faith,
to see thee as Father,
to know thee as a covenant God,
to experience thy love planted in me;
For faith is the grace of union
by which I spell out my entitlement to thee:
Faith casts my anchor upwards where I trust in thee
and engage thee to be my Lord.
Be pleased to live and move within me,
breathing in my prayers,
inhabiting my praises,
speaking in my words,
moving in my actions,
living in my life,
living in my life,
causing me to grow in grace.
Thy bounteous goodness has helped me believe,
but my faith is weak and wavering,
its light dim,
its steps tottering,
its increase slow,
its backslidings frequent;
It should scale the heavens but lies grovelling in the dust.
Lord, fan this divine spark into glowing flame.
When faith sleeps, my heart becomes an unclean thing,
the fount of every loathsome desire,
the cage of unclean lusts
all fluttering to escape,
the noxious tree of deadly fruit,
the open wayside of earthly tares.
Lord, awake faith to put forth its strength
until all heaven fills my soul
and all impurity is cast out.
(from The Valley of Vision)

WHY GO TO CHURCH?

A church goer wrote a letter to the editor of a newspaper and
complained that it made no sense to go to church every Sunday.
"I've gone for 30 years now," he wrote, "and in that tinle I have
heard something like 3,000 sermons. But for the life of me, I can't
remember a single one of them. So, I think I'ITI wasting Iny tilne
and the pastors are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all."

This started a real controversy in the "Letters to the Editor"
column, much to the delight of the editor. It went on for weeks
until someone wrote this clincher:

"I've been married for 30 years now. In that time my wife has
cooked some 32,000 meals. But, for the life of me, I cannot recall
the entire menu for a single one of those meals. But I do know
this. They all nourished me and gave me

t~e

strength I needed to

do my work. If my wife had not given me these meals, I would be
physically dead today. Likewise, if I had not gone to church for
nourishment, I would be spiritually .dead today!" When you are
DOWN to nothing .... God is UP to something! Faith sees the
invisible, believes the incredible and receives the impossible!
Thank God for our physical AND our spiritual nourishment!

A THOUGHTS TO PONDER
Verse of the Month

What God is there in heaven or in earth, that can do according to thy works,
and according to thy might? Deuteronomy 3:24
My soul, ask what thou wilt, Thou canst not be too bold;
His own blood for thee He spilt, What else can He withhold?

ON THE ROAD TO EMMAUS
Luke 24:13-35

(Three days after the resurrection of Jesus) That same day two of them were going to a village called
Emmaus about seven miles from Jerusalem.
11

The two disciples returning to Emmaus at first missed the significance of history's greatest events
because they were too focused on their disappointments and problems. In fact, they didn't
recognize Jesus when he was walking beside them. To compound the problem, they were walking
in the wrong direction- away from the fellowship of believers in Jerusalem. We are likely to miss
Jesus and withdraw from the strength found in other believers when we become preoccupied with
our dashed hopes and frustrated plans. Only when we are looking for Jesus in our midst will we
exoerience the power and helffi he can bring. NIVLASB

The news about Jesus' crucifixion had spread throughout Jerusalem. Because this was Passover
week, Jewish pilgrims visiting the city from all over the Roman empire now knew about his death.
This was not a small insignificant event, affecting only the disciples-the whole nation was
interested. NIVLASB
19 What things? He asked. "About Jesus of Nazareth;," they replied. "He was a prophet, powerful in word
and deed and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to death,
and they crucified hIm; 21 but we hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem Israel. And what
is more, it is the third day since all this took place.

The d.isciples from Emmaus were counting on Jesus to redeem Israel-that is, to rescue the nation
from its enemies. Most Jews believed that the Old Testament prophecies pointed to a military
Messiah had come to redeem people from slavery to sin. When Jesus died, therefore, they lost all
hope. They didn't understand that Jesus' death offered the greatest hope possible. NIVLASB
22In addition, some of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 2l but didn't fmd
his body,. They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24 Then
some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but him they did not
see.

These disciples knew that the tomb was empty but didn't understand that Jesus had risen, and
they were filled with sadness. Despite the women's witness which was verified by other disciples,
and despite the Biblical prophecies of this very event, they still didn't believe. Today the
resurrection still catches people by surprise. In spite of2,000 years of evidence and witness, many
people refuse to believe. What more will it take? For these disciples it took the living, breathing
Jesus in their midst. For many people today, it takes the presence of living, breathing Christians.
NIVLASB
He said to them, "How foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have
spoken! 26Did not the Christ have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?" 27And beginning with
Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself.
2S

Why did Jesus call these disciples foolish? Even though they well knew the Biblical prophecies,
they failed to understand that Christ's suffering was his path to glory. They could not understand
why God didn't intervene to save Jesus from the cross. They were so caught up in the world's
admiration of political power and military might that they were unprepared for the reversal of
values in God's kingdom-that the last will be first, ant that life grows out of death. The world has
not changed its values: a suffering servant is no more popular today than 2,000 years ago. But we
have not only the witness of the Old Testament prophets; we have also the New testament apostles
and the history of the Christian church all pointing to Jesus' victory over death. Will we step
outside the values of our culture and put our faith in Jesus? Or will we foolishly continue to be
baffled by his Good News?

.
After the two disciples had explained their sadness and confusion, Jesus responded by going to
Scripture and applying it to his ministry. When we are puzzled by questions or problems, we too
can go to Scripture and find authoritative help. Ifwe, like these two disciples, do not understand
what the Bible means, we can turn to other believers who know the Bible and have the wisdom to
apply it to our situation.
Beginning with the promised offspring in Genesis (Genesis3:15) and going through the suffering
servant in Isaiah (Isaiah 53), the pierced one in Zechariah (Zechariah 12: 10), and the messenger
ofthe covenant in Malachi (Malachi 3:1), Jesus reintroduced these disciples to the Old Testament.
Christ is the thread woven through all the Scriptures, the central theme that binds them together.
Following are several key passages Jesus may have mentioned on this walk to Emmaus: Genesis
3:12; Psalm 22; 69; 110; Isaiah 53; Jeremiah 31; Zechariah 9; 13; Malachi 3. NIVLASV
~sAs they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as ifhe were going farther. 29But
they urged him strongly, "Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is almost over." So he went in
to stay with them.
30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them.
JI Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from their sight. J2 They
asked each other, "Where not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and
opened the Scriptures to us.
)) They got up and returned at once to Jerusalem. There they found the Eleven and those with them,
assembled together J4~U1d saying, "It is true! The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon."
Paul also mentions that Jesus appeared to Peter alone (1 Corinthians 15:5). This appearance is not
futher described in the Gospels. Jesus showed individual concern for Peter because Peter felt
completely unworthy after disowning his Lord. But Peter repented, and Jesus approached him
and forgave him. Soon God would use Peter in building Christ's church (see the first half of the
book of Acts). NIVLASB
36 Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when he
broke the bread.

Ebede is a young, unmarried man who works in my office in the capital city of Cameroon,
Yaounde. He was given a week off from work, so I asked him how he would spend the time.
"I'm going to my village!" he said excitedly.
In Cameroon, central Africa, returning to one's home village is not simply a physical voyage; it is
a spiritual and emotional retreat, a return to what is most important in life. Ebede's village is only
70 kilometers from Yaounde, and there he is able to visit his aging father, drink palm wine with the
village elders, and eat traditional food. I knew that when Ebede returned to work his spirit would be
renewed.
It is interesting that the response of some of Jesus' disciples to the death of Jesus was to go to
"a village called Emmaus." Did they return home, where they could calm the confusion they felt
inside and reorient their lives?

Regardless, when they reached the village, they found what they needed. Jesus was revealed
to them as they broke bread together. He was alive, and he gave them peace and hope. When they
returned to the city, their hearts were burning and their spirits were renewed.
By Wes Magruder (Centre, Cameroon)
I

WA~ JESUS

TO WALK WITH ME

I want Jesus to walk with me; I want Jesus to walk with me; All along my pilgrim journey, Lord,
I want Jesus to walk with me. In my trials, Lord, walk with me; In my trials, Lord, walk with me;
When my heart is almost breaking, Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. When I'm in trouble; Lord,
walk with me; When I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; When my head is bowed in sorrow, Lord, I
want Jesus to walk with me.

