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From the Pastor's Desk 
Teaching Elder, Rev. Laddie J. Benton 

GO THEREFORE AND MAKE DISCIPLES OF ALL NATIONS 

How beautifY are the fret of those who bring good news! 
(Romans 10: 15 - New Revised Standard Version) 

DISCIPLES WITHIN THE COMMUNITY OF FAITH 

Dear members and friends of Washington Presbyterian Church (USA): 

Seldom do we hear anyone refer to themselves as a "disciple" within the community of faith. 
Generally, a disciple is "one who follows the teachings of another and seeks to be imitators of 
their teacher," i.e., the disciples of Christ. I recently met such a person who shared some of her 
writings with me. She also gave me permission to share them with others. Please permit me to 
share with you one of the writings of Gwendolyn King, entitle, A PRAYER FOR DISCIPLES. 

MY LORD JESUS 
YOU HAVE GIVEN ME BEAUTIFUL FEET 

ruST LIKE YOU GAVE THE EARLY BROTHERS, 
THEREFORE, MAY YOU KEEP THE FIRE BURNING 

AT MY FEET AND IN MY HEART. 
IN MY HEART THAT I MAY CONTINUE WITH 

PASSION TO PREACH THE GOSPEL TRUTH 
UNDER CONVICTION AND WITH COURAGE ... 

Your Brotjler in Christ, 

Ladd~~n, Pastor 

AND AT MY FEET TO KEEP THE 
IMPURITIES OF THE WORLD 

OFF AS I TRAVEL IT. 

I SHALL CONTINUE TO DEPEND 
ON YOU-MY LIGHT ... 

AS I PRESS ON BY FAITH TO 
FIGHT 'TIlE GOOD FIGHT! --~. -.~--

AMEN! 
(GWENDOLYN KING - APRIL 2015) 

STAND UP FOR JESUS! 
STANS UP FOR WPC! 



August 2015 • Denotes Birthdays 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

I 
August I 

! 

\ 
Amber Carter" 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
Blbl. Study - 6:30 PM Blair Randall " Latriela Burden • 

Homelessaeul Toni Bailey" Candace Coleman" Tomishia Johnson· 
Affordable Housing LeTasha Pettit • LaFese Matthews · 

Xavier Johnson" 
Communion Hiroshima Day 

10:00AM Sunday Service 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

Bible Study - 6:30 PM Marquis Phelp.,sr. " 

Higher Education! 
Colltliate Ministries Worship Committee 

Communion Meets - 9:00 AM 
10:OOAM Sunday Service VJDav 
16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
Aniyah Jackson" Bible Study - 6:30 PM 

Toni A. Brooks • 

Youth in the Cburcb 
and World Sudan Task Force 

Joash Chest Meets 7:00 PM 
10:OOAM Sunday Service (ii)Pennside 
23 24 2S 26 27 28 29 

Senior Choir Rehearsal Keirlea Scott " 
Bible Study - 6:30 PM 1:00 PM 

Public Education 

10:OOAM Sunday Service 

30 31 
Nathan Phelps" 

I 

I 0:00AM SundayServi~ - - , 



SICK, SHUT-INS AND BEREAVED FAMILIES 

Margie Walker, Joan Marshall, Teondre Morrison-Cooper, Claudette Carter, Justin Johnson, Kevin Herring, 
Joyce Beckett, Ethel Kinkaid, James Gravett (pastor's friend), Linda Hobbs (pastor's sister), Marjorie McNeil, 
Daisy Patience, Marie (Flood) Rhodes, Monica (Joan Reppert's granddaughter), Hannah Matthews (Will's 
mother), Lillie Foster, Christina Key (Bobby Nelson's cousin), Bennie Blue, Mason, Genease Brown, Veronica 
(Amber's mend), Robert Nelson, Sharon Lanning (Donna's sister), Maurice Alexander, Mabel Rauch 
(yvonne's friend), the Ebling family, the Eberly family, LaKeshia Green & Family, Viola Jefferson, Patricia 
Wilson, Alicia Lee, Tammy Marshall, Aimy McKnight, George Ravel (penny's co-workers), Will Kinkaid 
(Tremont Rehab.), Yvonne Lewis, Diana Flood, Maria Mootarim (Barbara'S co-worker), Keith Stamm, Cherie 
Spillane, Patsy Booker, Sue Powers, Melba Stamm, Kay Wentling (Melba's neighbor), Penny Templin, Agnes 
Snead, Mrs. Thelma Winfrey, Patricia Lanning (Donna's mother), Joyce Heffuer and Delores Strunk (Donna's 
co-workers), Jeffrey Godboldte and Derric Burden. 

PRAY FOR THE BEREAVED 

The families of Jessie McCrimmons, Joseph "Bud" Haines, Alberta Carter and Edna Plaza. 

SCRIPTURES 
August 2 
August 9 
August 16 
August 23 
August 30 

2 Samuel 11 :26-12: 13 
2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33 
I Kings 2:10-12; 3:3-14 
I Kings 8:(1,6,10-11)22-30 
Song Of Solomon 2:8-13 

STANDING COMMITTEES 
Christian Concerns - April Coleman 
Christian Education - Alexis Green 
Evangelism - Yvonne Lewis 
Finance - Toni A. Brooks 
Property - Stephen Greer 
Stewardship - Sharon DavisNvonne Lewis 
Worship Committee-Pauline Johnson/Alexis Green 

SESSION 
Pastor - Rev. Laddie J. Benton 
Clerk of Session - Oliver Carter 
Church Treasurer - Toni A. Brooks 
Benevolence Treasurer - Oliver Carter 
Club Fund Treasurer - Winnie J. Burden 
Sunday School- Sharon Davis 

CHOIR REHEARSAL 

Psalm 51:1-12 
Psalm 130 
Psalm 111 
Psalm 84 
Psalm 45:1-2, 6-9 

Ephesians 4:1-16 
Ephesians 4:25-5:2 
Ephesians 5:15-20 
Ephesians 6:10-20 
James 1:17-27 

BmLE STUDY - Wednesday 9:30 A.M. and 6:30 P.M. 

LECTIONARY READINGS 
John 6:24-35 
John 6:35, 41-51 
John 6:51-58 
John 6:56-59 
Mark 7:1-8,14-15,21-23 

ORGANIZATION 
Men's Fellowship - Oliver Carter 
Pastor's Aid - Toni A. BrooksIWinnie Burden 
Personnel - Stephen Greer 
Presbyterian Women - Alexis GreenlLaKeshia Green 

Senior Choir Thursday 1 :00 P.M. - Director - Mrs. Janet Arms 
Youth Choir (after Sunday Church Service) - Director - William P. Kinkaid 

WASHINGTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH WILL ACCEPT DONATIONS 
FROM ANYONE WHO WOULD LIKE TO HELP WITH OUR MISSIONS. 

WPC WEB PAGE: WPC1823.COM 

"Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, 
streams of living water will flow from within him." 

John 7:38 



NICE POETRY 

Heavy rains remind us of challenges I life. Never ask for a 
lighter rain just pray to God for a better umbrella. That's the right 
attitude. 

Life is not about finding the right person, but creating the 
right relationship. It's not how we care in the beginning, but how 
much we care until the very end. 

Some people always throw stones in your path. It depends on· 
what you make with them - a Wall or a Bridge. Remember you are 
the architect of your life. 

Search for a good heart, but don't search for a beautiful face, 
because beautiful things are not always good, but good things are 
always beautiful. 

It's not important to hold all the good c.ards in life, but it's 
important how well you play with the cards you hold. 

Often when we lose all hope and think this is the end, 
remember God and pray, it's just a bend, not the end. 

Have faith and have a successful life. 

One of the basic differences between God and humans is, God 
gives, gives and forgives. But the human gets, gets, gets, and forgets. 

Be thankful in life. Remember it is JUST BY THE GRACE 
OF GOD that we are and what we have today!! 



THE FORUM 

Summertime, Summertime, Summertime, Summertime! Oh what a beautiful time of the 
year and the most fun time of the year! Welcome Back Kotter, or rather the many who took a 
few days, weeks or month off to have fun, visit family and friends or just chill to get yourself 
revved up for another run at making the next scheduled year a better one than the previous 
venture. Sometimes that takes a lot of thinking, foresight and determination to improve on the 
previous year, which to some may have been a good year. Now one should try to have a better 
and successful year and be determined to meet/greet new people and to relish the joys oflife. 

One main man I feel is enjoying his summer of achievement is our "Brother" The President 
of the United States, Barack Obama. The Supreme Court of the United States (SCOTUS) has 
given the President a great victory in upholding the legality of the Affordable Care Act (ACA), 
also known as Obamac.are. The SCOTUS has ruled in favor of same-sex marriage equality, 
supported by Obama's White House. The opposition political party is still trying to undermine 
and repeal the Affordable Care Act - - it is nevertheless the law of the land. It is very strange to 
have -some Republicans 'continue-ro try to 'circumvent1:he SCe'I'US-Tul:ings. ---Th~eem"t(J ' be 

focused on trying to block Obama's agenda at every turn. These types of actions are 'not 
stopping the President from "moving on." 

Another victory that has motivated the President to move on is the establishment of normal 
diplomatic relations with the country of Cuba, and the opening of a U.S. Embassy there in the 
near future. After 50 years of not trying to forge a relationship with Cuba, the President, with the 
stroke of a pen and talks, negotiated an agreement to open a cordial relationship with the Cuban 
people. 

Being on a roll, the President was very instrumental in having the Confederate flag, a 
symbol of racism and rebellion against the United States, taken down from public buildings. 
Last but not least, who can forget the stirring eulogy and the singing of "Amazing Grace" at the 
services of a State Senator of South Carolina, killed by a der!IDged gunman. At that moment in 
time, with nary a dry eye, the nation was brought together as one. It must be said the President is 
surely moving on in spite of the anti-Obama agenda. 

Do not forget your obligation as a member of the Presbyterian family. The Session needs a 
representative as a Commissioner to Presbytery, which requires a Ruling Elder. Also a Clerk of 
Session is needed. So step up people and be a part of the WPC elite. ' 

There has been a mild "shake-up" in Lehigh Presbytery. The Teaching Presbyter, Steve H. 
Shussett, head of Lehigh Presbytery, has resigned and is a Pastor of a local Lutheran church in 
Allentown. The rumor mill has it hununing that the present Moderator, Rev. David Duquette, 
Pennside Presbyterian Church may, I repeat may be the next person to lead the Presbytery. 

Keep hope alive - - - that's all folks! 

Credit for portions of this article goes to Reading Eagle (RE), New York Times (NYT), 
USA Today and Lehigh Presbytery Newsletter. 

1-2K1S-8 



THOUGHT TO PONDER 
Ve .. e of the Month 

It is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, 
set his seal of ownership on us, and put his spirit in our hearts. 2 Corinthians 21-22 

Scriptures are in red letters, f0GtDotes.8Ie' in b:la£t.lettas 

SPIRITUAL BLESSINGS IN CHRIST Ephesians 1:3-14 
I" Praise be to God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual 
blessing in Christ. 
1-' ~Who has blessed \IS in the beavmJy reahns with every spiritual blessing'" means tbat in Christ we have all the benefits oflrnowing 
God--being choseD for saJvation. being adopted as his cbildreD, forgiven, insight, the gifts of the Spirit, power to do God' s will, 
the hope ofliring foreverwith Cbrisl. Because we baYe an intimate relationship with Christ, we can enjoy these blessings DOW. The 
heavenly realms means tbat these blessings come &om Christ's spiJ itual realm, not earthly reahn of the goddess Artemis. Other 
refaences to the heavenly reahns in this letter includes 1:20; 2:6; 3: I O. Such passages reveal Christ in his victorious, exalted role 
as ruler of all. NIVLASB 
I" For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love. 
I" Paul says tbat God ~cbose \IS in bi:tn~ to emphasi2e tbat salvation depends totally 00 God. We are not saved because we deserve 
it, but because God is gracious and fteely gives saJyatioo. We did not influence God's decision to save US; be saved 11'> acwilting 
to his plan. 11rus-tbac is no way 10 takec;n:dil fur ow- ... hatiutt \A -to allow ruomfurpride:Themysteryofsahation originated in 
the timeless mind of God long before we existed. h is hard to uudetsland how God cou1d accept us. But because ofCbrlst, we are 
holy and blameless in his sight. God chose us, and when we belong to bi:tn through Jesus Christ, God looks at \IS as if we bad never 
sinned.. All we can do is express oorthanls for his wonderfuiloYC. NIVLASB 
1",.He predestined us to be adopted as his sons through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will-do the praise 
of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 
1" ... ThisisanotherwayofsayingthatsalvalionisGod'sworkandnotourowndoing.Inhisinfinitelove,Godhasadopted 
us as his own children. Through Jesus' saaifice, he has brought us into his family and made us heirs along with Jesus 
(Rom. 8:17). In Roman law, adopted children had the same rights and privileges as biological children, even if they had 
been slaves. Paul uses thisteon to show how strong our relationship to God is? L~"Freely given \IS in tbeOne be loves means 
tbat God graciously accenIs Wi (thoueb we do not deserve it) now tbat we belong to his dearly loved Son. NIYLASB 
I, ,-.In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness ofsins, in accordance with the riches of God's grace .that 
he lavished on us with all wisdom and understanding. 
17 To speak ofJesus' blood was an impottant fust-centmy way of speaking of Christ' s' death. His death points to two wondetful 
truths---redemp and fOtgiveness. Redemption was the price paid to gain fteedom fora slave (Lev. 25:47-54). Through his death, 
Jesus paid the price to release \IS &om sIavay to sin. FmgiieJles:i was gnmted in Old Testament times 00 the basis of the shedding 
of animal blood (Lev. 17: II). Now we are forgiven 00 the basis of the shedding of Jesus' blood-he died as the perfect and final 
sacrifice. .GIace is God's voluntary and loving fuvor given to those he saves. We can't earn salvalion, nor do we deserve 
it. No religious, intellectual, or moral effort can gain it, because it comes only from God's mercy and love. Without God's 
grace, no person can be saved To receive it, we must aclmowledge that we cannot save ourselves, that only God can save 
us. and that our only way to receive this loving fuvor is tIuollgh fuith in Christ. NIVLASB 
1,9-IOAnd he made known the mystery of his will according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in Christ, IOtO be put 
into effect when the times will have reached their fulfillment-to bring all things in heaven and on earth together 
under one head, even Christ. 

19-10 God was not intentionally keeping his plan a secret(~ mystery ofhis wilf'), but his plan for the world conId not be fully 
understood until Cbrisl rose &om the dead. His purpose for sending Christ was to unite Jews and Gentiles in one body with Cbrisl 
astbehead. Many people do notundeisland God's plan; but when tbetime isright{~tbetimeshavereacbedtberefulfillment"). 
be will bring 11'> together to be with bi:tn forever. Then everyone will undersIand. On tbat day, all people will bow to Jesus as Lord. 
either because they IoYC bi:tn or because they fear his DOwer. NIVLASB 
1,,,,,,ln him we were also chosen,having been predestined according to the plan of him who works out everything in conformity 
with the purpose of his will, "in order that we who were the first to hope in Christ, might be the praise of his glory. 
U I God's purpose is to offer saIYatioo to the wodd,just as be planned to do long &gO. God is sovereign; be is in cbatge. When your 
Iifu seems chaotic. rest in this truth: Jesus is Lord, and God is in control. God's pm pose to saveyoo can't betbwarted, no matter 
what evil Satan may bring, NIVLASB 
1,13-.. And you were also included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation. Having believed 
you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit. "who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until 
the redemption of those who are God's possession-to the praise of his glory. 
I -Il-" The Holy Spirit is God's seal tbat we belong to bi:tn and his depcJsit gil8lanteeing tbat be will do what be has promised. The Holy 
Spirit is like a down payment, a deposit, a validating signature 00 the coob ... :t. The p.esence of the Holy Spirit in os demonstrates 
the genuineness of our faith, proves tbat we are God's cbildren, and secures etemaIlife for us. His power works in us to transform 
us now, and what we experience now is a taste of the total change we will expmience in eternity. NIVLASB 



THE GIFT OF GIFTS 

o SOURCE OF ALL GOOD, 

What shall I render to thee for the gift of gifts, 

thine own dear Son, begotten, not created, 

my redeemer, proxy, surety, substitute, 

his self-emptying incomprehensible, 

his infinity oflove beyond the heart's grasp. 

Herein is wonder of wonders: 

he came below to raise me above, 

was born like me that I might become like him. 
Here in is lovc; 

when I cannot rise to him he draws near on wings of grace, 

to raise me to himself. 

Herein is power; 

when Deity and humanity were infmitely apart 

he united them in indissoluble unity, the uncreate and the created. 

Herein is wisdom; 

when I was undone, with no will to return to him, 

and no intellect to devise recovery, 

he came, God-incarnate, to save me to the uttermost, 

as man to die my death 

to shed satisfYing blood on my behalf, 

to work out a perfect righteousness for me. 

o God, take me in spirit to the watchful shepherds, and 

enlarge my mind; 

let me hear good tidings of great joy, 

and hearing, believing, rejoice, praise, adore, 

my conscience bathed in an ocean of repose, 

my eyes uplifted to a reconciled Father; 

place me with ox, ass, camel, goat, 

to look with them upon my redeemer's face, 

and in him account myself delivered from sin; 

let me with Simeon clasp the new-born child to my heart. 

embrace him with undying faith,. 

exulting that he is mine and I am his. 

In him thou hast given me so much that heaven can give no more. Amen .. 





HomeCooking 

Grilled Bread Salad with 
Roasted Peppers and_Cherry Iomatoes 

1 (1 O-ounce) loaf fresh or day-old 

crusty Italian bread 

1/4 cup olive oil, preferably extra·virgin 

3 red bell peppers, cut into l-inch· 

thick strips 

2 cups cherry tomatoes, halved 

1 h cup pure maple syrup 

2 teaspoons fresh lemon juice 

1 teaspoon dried oregano 

2 bunches aruQula, coarse stems 

removed 

1 Belgian endive, leaves separated 

... --.- -

.. Several hours before sen·ing, slice the fresh bread in halflengthwise, then slice each 

half lengthwise into 3 or 4 long "fmgers_" Let the bread stand uncoycred for several 

hours to dry out. If using day ~old bread, skip this step. 

'*' Prepare a grill. Brush the bread all o,'cr with some of the o il and place on the grill 

O\'er medium-high heat, turning often, until lightly browned all oyer, approximately 

4 to 6 minutes_ Cut each piece of bread into 4 elongated cubes. Set aside. 

.. In a medium bowl, combine the red peppers and cherry tomatoes. Add the maple 

syrup and toss. Add 2 tablespoons of the olive oa , lemon juice, and oregano and toss 

again. Let the \'egetables marinate for 10 to 30 minutes. 

:I: Place the peppers and tomatoes in a grill basket, reserving the marinade. Place on 

the grill o\'er medium-high heat and cook 8 to 12 minutes, or until lightly charred, 

turning careful1y every few minutes . 

.. In a bowl, combine the grilled \-egetables, bread cubes, and reserveu marinade and 

toss lightl~· . 

• To sen·e, line 4 indi\'idual salad plates or one large platter with the arugula and 

endive leaves. Arrange the gril1ed bread, peppers, and tomatoes on top. 

• SERVES 4 

This is a \'ariation on 

the classic bread salad, 

called panzanelJa in 

italy, named Shalada 

del Khobz Yabess in 

Morocco, and Fattoush 

in Lebanon. To boost 

the smoky flavor of 

foods that require 

only a short grilling 

time, as is the case 

with this bread salad, 

keep the lid of the 

barbecue closed. 

SALADS, SANDWICHES, & S I DES 31 


