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GOD THE SOURCE OF ALL GOOD 

0 LORD GOD, WHO INHABITEST ETERNITY, 
The heavens declares thy glory, 
The earth thy riches, 
The universe is thy temple; 
Yet thou hast of thy pleasure created life, and communicated 

happiness; 
Though hast made me what I am, and given me what I have; 
In thee I live and move and have my being; 
Thy providence has set the bounds of my habitation, 

and wisely administers all my affairs. 
I thank thee for thy riches to me in Jesus, 

for the unclouded revelation of him in thy Word. 
where I behold his person, character, grace, glory, 
humiliation, sufferings, death and resurrection; 

Give me to feel a need of his continual savior-hood, 
and cry with Job,'! am vile', 
with the publican, 'Be merciful to me, a sinner'. 

Subdue in me the love of sin, 
Let me know the need of renovation as well as of forgiveness, 

in order to serve and enjoy thee for ever. 
I come to thee in the all-prevailing name of Jesus, 

with nothing of my own to plead, 
no works, no worthiness, no promises. 

I am often straying, 
often knowingly opposing thy authority, 
often abusing thy goodness; 

Much of my guilt arises from my religious privileges, 
my low estimation of them, 
my failure to use them to my advantage, 

But I am not careless of thy favour or regardless of thy glory; 
Impress me deeply with a sense of thine omnipresence, 

that thou art about my path, my ways, my lying down, my 
end. Amen. 



SICK, SHUT-INS AND BEREAVED FAMILIES 

Margie Walker, Joan Marshall, Teondre Monison-Cooper, Claudette Carter, Justin Johnson, Kevin Herring, 
Joyce Beckett, Ethel Kinkaid, James Gravett (Pastor's friend), Linda Hobbs (Pastor's sister), Mmjorie McNeil, 
Daisy Patience, Marie (Flood) Rhodes, Monica (Joan Reppert's granddaughter), Hannah Matthews (Will's 
mother), Lillie Foster, Christina Key (Bobby Nelson's cousin), Bennie Blue, Genease Bro~ Veronica 
(Amber's friend), Robert Nelson, Sharon Lanning (Donna's sister), Maurice Alexander, Mabel Rauch 
(Yvonne's friend), the Ebling family, the Eberly family, LaKeshia Green & Family, Viola Jefferson, Alicia Lee, 
Tammy Marshall, Aimy McKnight, George Ravel (Penny's co-workers), Will IGnkaid (Tremont Rehab.), 
Yvonne Lewis, Diana Flood, Maria Mootarim. (Barbara's co-worker), Keith Stamm, Cherie Spillane, Patsy 
Booker, Sue Powers, Melba Stamm, Kay Wentling (Melba's neighbor), Penny Templin, Agnes Snead, Mrs. 
Thelma Winfrey, Patricia Lanning (Donna's mother), Jeffrey Godboldte, Denic Burden, Rosalie Moore, Tony 
and Eric Jackson (K. Stamm's friends), John and Damarcus (sons of Penny's co-worker), Joseph Harmon, 
Valerie Phelps, Patricia & Shirley Wilson (mother & daughter), Shania Hunter (Janice~s niece), Alex Auston, 
John Haynes, Mike Aten and Janice Washington. 

PRAY FOR THE BEREAVED 

SCRIPTURES 
December6 
December 13 
December20 
December27 

Malachi 3:1-4 
Zepheniah 3:14-20 
Micah 5:2-6 
I Samuel2:18-20, 26 

STANDING COMMITfEES 
Christian Concerns- April Coleman 
Christian Education - Alexis Green 
Evangelism - Yvonne Lewis 
Finance- Toni A. Brooks 
Property - Stephen Greer 

Luke 1 :68-79 
Isaiah 12:2-6 
Luke 1 :46b-55 
Psalm 148 

Philippians 1 :3-11 
Philippians 4:4-7 
Hebrews 10:5-10 
Colossians 3:12-17 

BffiLE STUDY- Wednesday 9:30A.M. and 6:30P.M. 

LECTIONARY READINGS 
Luke 3:1-6 
Luke 3:7-18 

Stewardship- Sharon Davis/Yvonne Lewis 
Worship Committee-Pauline Johnson/Alexis Green 

Luke 1:39-45 (46-55) 
Luke 2:41-52 

SESSION 
Pastor- Rev. Laddie J. Benton 
Clerk of Session- Oliver Carter 
Church Treasurer- Toni A. Brooks 
Benevolence Treasurer- Oliver Carter 
Club Fund Treasurer- Winnie J. Burden 
Sunday School - Sharon Davis 

CHOIR REHEARSAL 

ORGANIZATION 
Men's Fellowship- Oliver Carter 
Pastor's Aid- Toni A. Brooks/Winnie Burden 
Personnel- Stephen Greer 
Presbyterian Women -Alexis Green/LaK.eshia Green 

Senior Choir Thursday 1:00 P.M. -Director- Mrs. Janet Arms 

WASHINGTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH WILL ACCEPT DONATIONS 
FROM ANYONE WHO WOULD LIKE TO HELP WITH OUR MISSIONS. 

Christmas Joy Offering Envelopes 
will be collected December 20, 2015. This offering helps provide financial assistance to current and 

former church workers and their families and also enables deserving students to attend 
Presbyterian-related racial ethnic colleges and schools. Please help us to lift up our 

brothers and sisters in need, offering our love, prayers, and - - not least - - our financial suooort. 



December 2015 * Denotes Birthdays 

Sunday Moaday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

De~mberl 2 3 4 5 
Bible Study-9:30AM Senior Choir Rehearsal 
Bible Study-6:30PM 1:00PM 

Dr. Joseph Amprey • 
Eric Parlier * Derric Burden * 

Diana WIUiama * 

World Aids Day 
6 7 8 9 10 11 ll 

Bible Study - 9:30AM Senior Choir Rehearsal 
Dreaaaa Matthews * Cllae1kah Bible Study-6:30PM 1:00PM 

Begins Haman RJghts Day 
Communion National Pearl Sharon Davis * 

10:00 AM Sunday Harbor Worship Comm. Jerell Scott * 
Service Remembrance Day Meets 9:00 AM Humaa Ri1hts Day 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
Bible Study-9:30AM Senior Choir Rehearsal 

Tatiyaia Suellez * Bible Study - 6:30 PM 1:00PM 

I Communion 
10:00 AM Sunday 

Service Cban1 kab Eads 
20 21 22 23 24 :zs 26 
Jord .. Jo .. soa • Bible Study-9:30AM 

Cbrlstmu Joy Bible Study - 6:30 PM Tearab Bau·dee • 
Offerlag Wany6 Cooper 

10:00 AM Sunday 
Service 

JoubChest 
Winter Bellas Christmas Eve Christmas Day Kwaazaa 

'1.7 28 29 30 31 
Bible Study- 9:30 AM 

Jaeleuyse Pltelps * Bible Study - 6:30 PM Harold Jackson * 
Robert Nelson * 

10:00 AM Suaday 
Service New Year's Eve 



WHAT HAPPENS IN IlEA VEN WHEN WE PRAY 

I dreamed that I went to Heaven and an angel was showing me around. We walked 
side-by-side inside a large workroom filled with angels. My angel guide stopped in front of 
the first section and said, "This is tbe Receiving Section. Here all petitions to God said in 
prayer are received." 

I looked around in this area and it was terribly busy with so many angels sorting out 
petitions written on voluminous paper sheets and scraps from people all over the world. 

Then we moved on down a long corridor until we reached the second section. 

The angel then said to me, "This is the Packaging and Delivery Section. Here the 
graces and blessings the people asked for are processed and delivered to the living persons 
who asked for them." I noticed again how busy it was there. There were many angels 
working hard at tbat station, since so many blessings had been requested and were being 
packaged for delivery to Earth. 

Finally at the farthest end of the long corridor we stopped at the door of a very 
small station. To my great surprise, only one angel was seated there, idly doing nothing. 
"This is the Acknowledgment Section", my angel friend quietly admitted to me. He seemed 
embarrassed. "How is it that there is no work going on here", I asked. 

"So sad," the angel sighed. "After people receive the blessings that they asked for, 
very few send back acknowledgments."- How does one acknowledge God's blessings? I 
asked. "Simple," the angel answered. Just say, "Thank you Lord." 

"What blessings should they acknowledge?" I asked. 

"If you have food in the refrigerator, clothes on your back, a roof overhead, and a 
place to sleep you are richer than 75%, of the world. If you have money in the bank, in 
your wallet, and spare change in a dish, you are among the top 8% of the world's wealthy." 

"If you woke up this morning with more health than illness, you are more blessed 
than the many who will not even survive this day." 

If you can attend church without fear of harassment, arrest, torture or death you 
are envied by, and more blessed than, three billion people in tbe world." 

"Have a good day, count your blessings, and remind everyone else how blessed we 
all are. 

ATTN: ACKNOWLEDGEMENT DEPT. 
THANK YOU LORD, for giving me the ability to share your message with everyone! 



THE FORUM 

'Tis the season to be jolly! Deck the halls, the home, church, mosque and 
synagogue as a symbol of the season. But wait! - Are we sure this is a sign of the 
times? Take a look around. For the past few months all we heard from the media is 
"Black Friday''-- Cyber Monday, Santa is coming! Big whoop!! The vast European 
continent is awash in bombing and shooting of innocent peoples out for dinner or a 
concert. The violent death of people of a different faith on the burning sands of the 
Middle East, and the horrific slaughter of persons in the depths of Africa, and politicians 
in this vast country of ours (USA) talk about how this country is going "down the 
tubes." Are we safe anywhere? Is anyone happy in this world? This is the time of year 
to be talking about the birth of the Christ Child, who came into this world to save us all. 
All we are doing is killing, slaughtering and assassinating each other instead of talking 
to each other. Give President Barack Obama credit. He believes in talking, negotiating 
and compromising with statesmen and people instead of anned conflict. We all should 
be thankful we (USA) have a gentleman of this character in office. A true leader for its 
citizens and the free world. 

A few years ago I found a quote on line by author Christian D. Larson, and set it 
aside. No, I did not forget it, but found it and thought it would be a good "quote" for 
this time of year or anytime. It is about a "promise''. If you read it, think about it; it 
may inspire you to spread the "word". 

Here goes! - - "PROMISE YOURSELF" 
"To be so strong that nothing can disturb your peace of mind 
To talk health, happiness and prosperity to every person you meet. 

To make all your friends feel that there is something in them 
To look at the sunny side of everything and make yotrr optimism come true. 

To think only the best, to work for only the best, and to expect only the best 
To be just as enthusiastic about the success of others as you are about your own. 

To forget the mistakes of the past and press on to the greater achievements of the future 
To wear a cheerful countenance at all times 
And give every living creature you meet a smile. 

To give so much time to the improvement of yourself that you have no time to criticize 
others. 
To be too large for worry, too noble for anger, too strong for fear, 

- And too happy to permit the presence of trouble. 

To think well of yourself and to proclaim this fact to the world, 
Not in loud words but great deeds. 
To live in faith that the whole world is on your side 
So long as you are true to the best that is in you." 

1-2K15-12 



Berks County Juvenile Probation 
633 Court Street, 10th floor 

Reading, PA 19601 
610-478-3200 

Berks County Juvenile Probation Mission Statement 

We Are Committed to Public Safety, 
Justice for Victims, the Reparation of the Community and 

Accountability and Personal Development of 
Offenders, 

with Respectful Treatment for All Involved. 

In 1995, the purpose of the Pennsylvania Juvenile Justice System was redefined based on the principles 
of Balanced and Restorative Juvenile (BARJ). The system became focused on community protection, 
accountability and competency development. Community protection refers to the right of all citizens to 
be and feel safe from crime. Accountability emphasizes that when a crime is committed, harm is done 
to the victim of the crime and the community. There is then an obligation to repair the harm to the 
greatest extent possible. Finally, regarding competency development, youth should leave the juvenile 
justice system more capable of being productive and responsible members of their community. Key to 
these efforts is development of skills including prosocial, moral reasoning, academic, workforce 
development and independent living. 

In 2010, the Pennsylvania Juvenile Justice System Enhancement Strategy (JJSES) was formally 
introduced. This statewide strategy was designed to support the BARJ philosophy of the juvenile justice 
system. The statement of purpose for the JJSES reads: 

We dedicate ourselves to working in partnership to enhance the capacity of Pennsylvania's 
juvenile justice system by 

• Employing evidence-based practices (ESP) with fidelity at every stage of the juvenile 
justice process; 

• Collecting and analyzing the data necessary to measure the results of these efforts; and, 
with this knowledge, 

• Striving to continuously improve the quality of our decisions, services, and programs 

Berks County Juvenile Probation has embraced BARJ and JJSES and continuously strives to provide the 
best service to the youth, families, victims and community of Berks County. The focus on evidence
based practices involves better identification of offender risk, needs and strength; better case planning; 
targeted interventions to address criminogenic risk factors for offenders and; tracking of short and long 
term outcomes. The bottom line is that if risk is reduced, recidivism is reduced. 

Youth are referred to the Berks County Juvenile Probation Office ,by local police departments if they are 
charged with a misdemeanor or felony offense that occurs between the ages of 10-17. Jurisdiction can 
continue up to the age of 21; however the majority of cases are closed prior to that time. Cases held 
open until21 typically include any cases with outstanding restitution, youth that pose a significant 
threat to community safety, or youth with significant treatment needs who require long-term residential 
placement. 



Following review and approval of the referred charges by ~he Berks County District Attorney's Office, the 
juvenile's case is assigned to an intake officer who schedules an interview with the juvenile and 
parents/guardians. This intake interview will only proceed if the youth is admitting some or all of the 
referred offenses. If they are denying, the case will be scheduled for court and the intake would be 
completed if the juvenile is found involved in the offenses. Youth are automatically eligible for the 
services of a public defender and all youth who appear in court have legal representation, either a public 
defender or private counsel. During the intake interview, information is gathered from the juvenile and 
family relative to the offense referred and any prior offenses; family, parenting and home life; 
education and employment; peers; substance abuse; leisure time and activities; attitudes and 
orientation; personality and behavior; and medical, mental health and social services background. 
Releases of information are signed to gather appropriate records and a drug test is performed. 
Following this process, a decision is made on how the case will proceed. The information gathered at 
intake is critical to this decision making process as is the completion of the Youth Level of Service (YLS) 
which is a risk and needs assessment that identifies the juvenile's risk to reoffend, their risk/needs in the 
specific criminogenic domains and their areas of strength. Cases can be handled informally, or the 
decision may be made to schedule the case for court. Typically repeat offenders, high risk youth and 
youth charged with serious offenses will be scheduled for court. 

For youth place on community supervision, they are assigned to a probation officer based primarily on 
the school district where they reside. They may also be assigned to a specialty caseload (i.e. drug and 
alcohol, sex offender, gang). Frequency of supervision and specific conditions are based on risk level 
and needs of the juvenile. Conditions of supervision may include community service, restitution, 
counseling, curfew, school attendance, cognitive behavioral groups, cooperation with other involved 
agencies, evaluations (i.e. drug and alcohol, psychological, psychiatric, sex offender), electronic 
monitoring, drug testing, impact of crime classes, mentoring, family-based services, and other 
community based services, etc. 

The Court may also order residential programming for youth. This is done only if the juvenile is found by 
the Court to be in need of treatment, supervision and rehabilitation and is adjudicated delinquent. 
Residential placement is typically used for youth with significant treatment needs that can't be 
addressed in the community, youth who are high risk to reoffend, are a risk to the community safety, 
and/or who commit serious offenses. There are numerous residential facilities across Pennsylvania that 
are used. Whenever possible, the Court attempts to keep the youth close to Berks County in order to 
facilitate family involvement in the program. However, the decision as to the specific placement must 
also consider the needs of the specific youth being placed. 

At times, youth are placed in secure detention. The decision to utilize secure detention is generally 
based upon the youth's threat to reoffend or threat to not appear in court. When Berks County Juvenile 
Probation makes the decision to use secure detention or a detention alternative, a Detention Risk 
Assessment Instrument (DAI) is completed. This is a validated tool that considers appropriate risk 
factors. Youth can also be placed in secure detention on a Judge's order. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact: 
Laurie Hague, Deputy Chief 
lhague@countyofberks.com 

610-478-3200 

·. 



The Berks Cou11ty Juve11ile Prohatiol1, Commttl1ify Yottf~ Aid 
Pa11el is seeki11g volu11teers for a commttl1ify-based diversiol1 

program. 

tJo yow f~i11kjwve11ile orime is a problem? 

Se part of the Solution I 

M«sf be 18 or older 

The Commu11ity Youth Aid Pattel is a diversionary program desig11ed for juvet~iles whom 
admit their ihvolvemettt il1 a first time offei1se. The program goals i11efude juvettile 

acco«l1fabilify, viefim parfieipafiol1 a11d reparafiol1, as well as i11ereased comtn«f'lifg 
aware11ess attd i11volveme11t il1 the juve11ile j«stiee process. 

This program ~as bee11 ih exisfe11ee thro«ghout Berks Cou.11ty for more t~~h fifteeh gears. 
Pofe11fiaf Pa11efists mttst be a reside11t of Berks Co«11fy a11d will be asked to complete a11 
applieatiol1, atte11d eight trai11i11g sessiol1s attd obtail1 Crimi11al BackgrOW'ld, Child Abuse, 
a11d FBI Cleara,ces. lt'lferested parties are asked to co11taet Laurie tfagu.e, Stephat'lie 

Cambria, Lisa Lewis, or Kare11 1<1'\ouse of the Berks Cott11fy Jttve11ife Probatiol1 Offiee at 
(b10) 418-3200. 



CDISUIAS DAII 
Verse of the Month 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen bis glory, tbe gory of the 
one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. .John 1:14 (NIV) 

Scriptures are in red letters, footnotes are in black !ettm 
THE SUPREMACY OF CHRIST Colossians 1:15-20 
I:I:;,He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 
us This is one of the strongest statements about the divine nature of Christ anywhere in the Bible. Jesus is not only equal to God 
(Phil2:60); he is God (John I 0:30, 38; 12:45; I 4: I -II); as the image of the invisible God, he is the exact representation of God. He 
not only reflects God, but he reveals God to us (John 1:18); 14:9); as the firstborn over all creation, he has all the priority and 
authority of the firstborn prince in a king"s household. He came :from heaven, not ftom the dust of the earth (I Cor. 15:47), and he 
is Lord of all (Rom.9:5; 10:11-13; Rev.1:5; 17:14). He iscompletelyholy(Heb. 7:26-28; I Pet. 1:19; 2:22; Uohn 3:5), and he has 
authority to judge the world (Rom. 2: 16; 2 Cor. 5:1 0; 2 Tim. 4:1 ). Therefore, Christ is supreme over all creation, including the spirit 
world. We, like the Colossian believers, must believe in the deity of Jesus Christ (that Jesus is God) or our Christian faith is hollow, 
misdirected, and meaningless. This is a central truth of Christianity. We must oppose those who saythatJesus was merely a prophet 
or a good teacher. NIVLASB (NN LIFE APPUCATION STIJDY BffiLE} 
1: 16 For by him all things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or 
rulers or authorities; all things were created by him. 
1::6 Because the false teachers believed that the physical world was evil, they thought that God himself could not have created it. If 
Christ were God, they reasoned, he would be in charge only of the spiritual world. But Paul explained that all the rulers, powers, 
throned, and authorities ofboth the spiritual and physical world were created by and are under the authority of Christ himself. This 
includes not only the government but also the spiritual world the heretics were so concerned about. Christ has no equal and no rivaL 
He is the Lord of alL NIYLASB 
1: 17- 18 He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 1s And he is the head of the body, the church; he is the 
beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in everything he might have the supremacy. 
l:l? God is not only the creatorofthe world, but he is also its Sustainer.ln him, everything is held together, protected, and prevented 
from disintegrating into chaos. Because Christ is the Sustainerof aU life, none of us is independent from him. We are all his servants 
who must daily trust him foi" protecting us, caring for us, and sustaining us. 
1 :Js Christ is the "firstborn from among the dead." Jesus was raised from the dead, and his resurrection proves his lordship over the 
material world. All who trust in Christ will also defeat death and rise again to live eternally with him (I Cor. 15 :20; I Thess. 4:14: ). 
Because ofChrist' s death on the cross, he has been exalted and elevated to the status that was rightfully his ( seePhil2:5-ll ).Because 
Christ is spiritually supreme in the universe. surely we should give him first place in all our thoughts and activities. NIVLASB 
1: 19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness dwell in him, zo and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether 
things on earth or things in heaven by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross. 
1;19 By this statement, Paul was refuting the Greek idea that Jesus could not be human and divine at the same time. Christ is fully 
human; he is also fully divine. Christ has always been God and always will be God. When we have Christ we have all of God in 
human form. Don't diminish any aspect of Christ-either his humanity or his divinity. 
1;20 Christ's death provided a way for all people to come to God. It cleared away the sin that keeps us from having a right relationship 
with our Creator. This does not mean that everyone has been saved, but that the way has been cleared for anyone who will trust 
Christ to be saved. We can have peace with God and be reconciled to him by accepting Christ, who died in our place. Is there a 
difference between you and the Creator? Be reconciled to God. Come to him through Christ. NIVLASB 

Years ago, I heard someone say that Jesus is the window through which we see God. Even though Jesus 
came to live among us as a person and was in some ways just like us, he also embodied all the qualities of 
God. 

During Advent, we reflect on what Jesus has meant to the world since the time of his birth. God loved 
the world and sent Jesus so that we would experience new life through him. 

On Christmas Day, when I was a child, we set an extra place at the table for Jesus. My mom baked a cake 
in honor of his birth. Santa Claus, Christmas trees, and gifts were part of our Christmas tradition; but we had 
no doubt that Christmas was about Jesus. 

This Christmas season, let us stop to consider the difference Jesus has made in history and in the lives of 
people everywhere. Thinking of him as the window through which we see God may make a huge difference 
in the way we celebrate Christmas. (By Troy Holloway) 

.M.£1111 CHIISUUS IJJV£ AND A££ 
from 

Pauline Johnson, Daisy Patience, Toni Brooks, Winnie Burden, and Harold Jackson 
(The Newsletter Team) 


