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When the shepherds saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child
(L uke 2:17).

From the Pastor's Desk
The Rev. Laddie J. Benton

We Are Singing a New Song to the LORD
In this the love of God was made manifest among us,
that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we
might live through him.
(1 John 4: 9 - Revised Standard Version)

Two men met in a local restaurant to have lunch together. Stop! Where are you going with this? You
should be writing about the Christmas Season Isn't this the time of "good cheer?" Christmas is upon
us and we should be telling everyone about the birth of Jesus Christ into the world! Don't you know
that this is the season that we sing Christmas carols, buy and exchange gifts for our love ones? Have
you put up and decorated your Christmas tree yet? What about the office party, are you coming to join
us as we eat, dance, and drink the smooth "spirits" that fill our glasses? Oh, by the way, we won't be
able to attend the Christmas Eve Service. You know, we have to finish our shopping, wrap the gifts,
and start our dinner for Christmas Day (after all, we are expecting a large gathering offamily and
friends). There is so much to do. Who has the time to hear about two men in a restaurant?
Two men met in a local restaurant to have lunch together. One arrived a little early and sat waiting for
the other. The hostess greeted him with a lovely smile, and after hearing that he was waiting for
someone, she returned to her work. Shortly, the other man arrived, and the hostess greeted him with
that lovely smile and said, ''you must be a minister." His response was that ''we both are." She
responded, "I knew that he must be a minister by the way that he walked in." The hostess seated the
men and said to them, "I feel this energy flowing from the two of you, and it's making me happy." She
then began to tell the two men about herself and how she often talked to God about the things that were
taking place in her life. She laughed and said, "I often tell him my name (as if he didn't already know),
just to make sure that he doesn't get me mixed-up with some one else."
After the two men had finished their lunch, and were leaving, the hostess approached them and asked
them to pray for her and her son (she shared with them why she and her son needed prayer. Two other
waitresses were listening and asked the two men to pray for them also. When the two men left the
restaurant, they too were filled with God's Spirit in knowing that God had chosen them to give comfort
to these three women in the name of Jesus. As they got into their cars, one said to the other, "I wish
you and your family a Merry Christmas." The other responded, ''the same to you, and know that I have
received my best Christmas gift of all, Knowing that God "used" us to tell of his good news of Christ's
salvation to those three women." ..."For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government
will be upon his shoulder, and his name will be called "Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace." (Isaiah 9: 6)

Merry Christmas,

GOD PROMISES
Thelma R.

God didn't promise us a bed ofroses
Ifwe would walk with Him,
But He did promise us forgiveness
And wash away our sins.
He didn't promise us great riches
Ofsilver and ofgold.
But He did promise us a home in heaven
W'here we never wiD grow old.
He didn't say Zl!e'd have no worries
Or pain, sickness and death,
But He did say cast your burdens on me
And I will give you ,"est.
He'said to love one anothe'l'
1ba.t's the greatest gift ofall,
I gave you sisters and brothers
Lean on them lest you falL
He said band together all my people
For~enmeisdmwmgn~~

W'hen you hear ofwars and rumors ofwars
I could come in the twinkling ofan eye.

