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NEWSLETTER

o God: enlarge my heart, that it may be big enough to
receive the greatness of y our love. Stretch my heart, that it
may take into it all those who, with me, around the world,
believe in J eslls Christ. Stretch it, that it m ay tak e into it all
those who do not know him, but who are my responsibility
because I know him. And stretch it, that it may take in all
those who are not lovely in my eyes, and whose hands I do
not want to touch; through Jesus Christ, my Savior. Amen.
Kap inga Esete

From the Pastor's Desk
The Rev. Laddie J. Benton
"We Are Ambassadors For Christ"
... those who look into the perfect law, the law of liberty,
and persevere, being not hearers, but doers who act they will be blessed in their doing.
(James 1: 25 - New Revised Standard Version)

During the month of February, many Americans celebrate and observe "Black History Month." We
give thanks to God for the life of Dr. Carter G. Woodson (1875-1950). Woodson is often referred to as
the "Father of Black History." This is due in part because of his scholarly writings and research on the
history of blacks in America and his founding of ' 'Negro History Week" in 1926. He was the son of
former slaves, and worked in mines and quarries until he was 20. At the age of22, Woodson received
his high school diploma and continued his education by earning a master's degree from the University
of Chicago. He later received a doctorate in history from Harvard University, after which he began
teaching at Howard University.
I took the liberty of going on the internet to fmd out more about Dr. Carter G. Woodson. Here is a
listing of some of the information that is available: "Launched Negro History Week in 1926, chosen in
the second week of February between the birthdays of Frederick Douglass and Abraham Lincoln,
which evolved into Black History in 1976; Founded the Association for the Study ofAfro-American
Life and History in 1915, founded the Journal of Negro History in 1916; Author of the book, The
Miseducation ofthe Negro, published in 1933."

As we celebrate "Black History Month," recalling past and present contributions to our nation by
blacklAfricanAmericans; I am congratulating Elders Joan Reppert and Hazel Black for their
outstanding contributions to the church and community.
Albright College recently presented Elder Joan Reppert with the Martin Luther King Drum Major
Award. " The Drum Major Award, formally known as the White House Presidential Award is
sponsored by the White House and the Corporation for National and Community Service."
Elder Hazel Black has been elected by the Lehigh Presbytery to serve as a racial ethnic at large
commissioner member of the Synod ofthe Trinity. Also, on February 18,2012, Hazel will receive an
award from the "Central Pennsylvania African American Museum."
''To God Be The Glory!"
Your Bro~~ Christ,
Rev.

~~on, Pastor

STAND UP FOR JESUSI
STAND UP FOR WPCI

SICK, SHUT-INS AND BEREAVED FAMILIES
Harold and Pauline Jackson, Margie Walker, Joan Marshall, Alex Auston, Jordan Johnson, Donald Lewis, Faith Morrison,
Nathan and Marquise Phelps, Jean Rudolph, Sharon, Davis Kim Scott, Alfreda Overton, John Fletcher, Feleicha Davis,
LaKeshia Green, and family, Demerik Weglinski-Benton, Teondre' Morrison-Cooper, Aaron Randall, Damien Randall,
Stephen Randall, William (Tune) Davis,Janet Arms, Ruth Jenkins (Barbara Davis' mother), Sylvia Winfrey, Ann Conboy,
Joseph Cooper" Claudette Carter (Alberta's daughter), Katrina Boykin, (Joan Reppert's niece), Brian Ellison, Doris
Appling, Anne Lennox, John Haynes Persis Owens (member of Joan Reppert's extended family),Viola Jefferson, Freida
Carter, Denise Wilson, Vivian Key Barbara Davis, Joan Bates, Christine Gottschall, Lorett and Ronald Settle (NC),Paul
Owens, Doris (Toot) Kantner, Amber Carter, "Miss Brenda" (Robert Nelson's friend), and Jeff and Jean and their family,
Sylvia Finn, and Rev. LeRoy Bailey.
PRAY FOR THE BEREAVED
The family of David Jackson (Harold Jackson).
SCRIPTURES:
Psalm 33:1-9
Psalm 63:1-8
Psalm 100: 1-5
Psalm 22:23-31

February 5
February 12
February 19
February 26

Ephesians 1:3-10
1 John 5:1-5
1 Peter 1:2-7
Romans 4:13-25

BmLE STUDY Wednesday 9:30 AM and 6:30 PM

STANDING COMMITTEES
Christian Concerns-Sharon Davis
Christian Education-Alexis Green
Evangelism-Yvonne Lewis
Finance-Toni Brooks
Property-8tephen Greer
Stewardship-8haron DavislYvonne Lewis
Worship Committee-Pauline Johnson/Alexis Green
SESSION
Pastor-Rev. Laddie J. Benton
Clerk of Session-Oliver Carter
Church Treasurer-Toni Brooks
Benevolence Treasure -Oliver Carter
Club Fund Treasurer-Winnie J Burden

Deuteronomy 28:1-6
Isaiah 43:1-7
Ezekiel 34:11-16
Genesis 17:1-7

LECTIONARY READINGS
Mark 1:1-8
Luke 1:47-55
Luke 1:26-38
Isaiah 62:6-12
ORGANIZATION
Men's Fellowship Oliver Carter
Pastor's Aid-Toni BrookslWinnie Burden
Personnel-8tephen Greer
Presbyterian Women-Alexis GreenlLaKeshia Green
Sunday School-8haron Davis

CHOIR REHEARSAL

Senior Choir Thursday 6:00 P M-Director--Mrs Janet Arms
Children Choir Sunday (after Church Service}-Director-William Kinkaid
REBA TEMPLETON ENRICHMENT CENTER Resumes in September
Activities include Reading Comprehension, Computer Skills, Problem Solving, Journalism, Fun Crafts and Games.
THE SYNOD OF THE TRINITY
Dear Hazel,
Welcome! It is my pleasure to officially notify you that you have been elected to serve as a racial ethnic at large
commissioner member ofthe Synod ofthe Trinity. Your term is for 3 years, lasting until the end of2014. If at
the conclusion of your term, you and the Lehigh Presbytery determine that you wish to continue with a second
three-year term, you will be eligible to do so.
BLACK mSTORY MONTH
February 5,2012
February 12,2012
February 19,2012
February 26,2012

Senior Choir, Reading, Preacher Rev. Benton
Congregational Hymns. Reading, Solo: LaKeshia Green: Guest Speaker: Rev. Bell
Children's Choir, Reading, Speaker Rev. Jeffrey Bell and Choir
Rehoboth Seventh Day Praise Team, Pal Dancers, Speaker: Alicia Snead
Dinner after Service

February 2012
Sunday
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* Denotes Birthdays

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

7

6

Souper Bowl of Caring
Sunday Service

Elijah Marshall

*

Thursday

June 1
Bible Study - 9:30 AM
Midweek Svc.- 12:45 PM
Bible Study - 6:30 PM

2

8
Bible Study - 9:30 AM
Midweek Svc.-12:45 PM
Bible Study - 6:30 PM

9

Friday

Saturday

3

4

10

11

Senior Choir Rehearsal
6:00PM

Senior Choir Rehearsal
6:00PM

I

Alex (AJ) Auston

10:00AM

I

Enriclunent Center
9:00 AM-12:00 Noon

Communion

12

14

13

Alinci & Damien
Porcber *
Camp and Conference
Ministries

16

15
Bible Study - 6:30 PM

Lindsay Matthews

Sunday Service

19

~

17

21

Session Meets-7:30PM

I

*
Enriclunent Center
9:00 AM-12:00 Noon
22

23

Bible Study - 6:30 PM

Senior Choir Rehearsal
6:00PM

TranSfiguration of
tbeLORD

24

27

28

29

30

Bible Study - 6:30 PM

Senior Choir Rehearsal
6:00PM

I $I Sunday in Lent
YusufBenton
Sunday Service

------

'------

- -

---

----

*

----- - - -

25

*

I

Enriclunent Center
9:00 AM-12:00 Noon

Ash Wednesday

Presidents' Day

-

I

I

LaKesbia Green
Sunday Service
Joash Chest

I

Berks Heim-Family
Get Together - Noon

Valentine's Day

20

26

18

Senior Choir Rehearsal
6:00PM

The Installation of Rev. Laddie J. Benton
as
Moderator of Lehigh Presbytery

HOW DO I TALK TO YOU, GOD
Oh Lord, my God, How do I approach You? How can I talk to You? How do I ask for Your help.
You are Abba, Yahweh, my heavenly Daddy, lover of my soul, the Almighty One--Ruler of heaven and
earth- so far above me. And yet I need You so desperately.
Lord, I have learned that without You there is no live. No reason for being here. No way to cope with this
fallen world, so Lord, I need you in me--alive inside me! I need You to possess me, teach me, guide me, love
me, correct me, own me.
I am Yours in every way and Jesus, having been purchased by You, off the slave block of sin and shame is
the greatest gift oflove I know. The awesome depth of Your matchless love is far beyond human comprehension.
The very thought of You shedding Your most precious blood on Calvary's Tree for someone like me- - - Lord
Jesus, how do I even begin to thank You? There's no tongue nor sound in this universe, strong enougpowerful
enough, or lovingly beautiful enough to do You justice. But, Jesus, please accept everything I can give to You
out of all that I am, know, and can do, for You know I am only dust and must one day return to that from which
You created me.
Lord, will You so fill me with Yourself so that I will be able to give to You all that love I feel for You? I
desire so very much to be all Your Holy Word says You want me to be. As I study that precious Word, it tells
me that I am to be holy as You are holy; to be perfect because You are perfect. I know there is only one way that
I can meet Your desire for me. Will You please work Your will into me causing my wall to be totally taken over
by Your will, making me into the loving, kind, peaceful, joyous, holy servant You want me to be.
Oh yes, Lord, please take complete control of my words and thoughts so that they do not displease You or
cause You pain. I desire to hear You do for me what I read in Your Word. I so want You to sing over me and say
"Well done, good and faithful servant."
How wonderful that would be, Lord, for then I could really praise You all the day and I would be able to
glorify You, adore You, and when You place Your holy hands on me again;, I could dance before You like David
did-gloriously showing You how I love you.
Yes, Lord, I love You with all my heart and soul and just want to be more like You have called me to be, and
do more to bring others to you.
Thank You for listening and letting me talk to You. Thank You for making it so easy to commune with You,
to tell You the things that trouble me as well as the ones that please me. Lord, Jesus, You are so very good to me.
That's why it is so easy to love You and want to please You.
Thank You, Holy Father. Amen.

HOW GREAT THOU ART

o Lord my God! When I in awesome wonder Consider all the worlds Thy hands have made,
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder, thy power throughout The universe displayed;
When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation And take me home, what joy shall fill my heart!
Then I shall bow in humble adoration, And there proclaim, my God, How great Thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee, How great Thou art, How great Thou art;
then sings my soul my Savior God to thee, How great thou art; How Great Thou Art!

Centerpiece

The most common
cause of hip joint
damage is osteoarthritis - the
wearing away of
cartilage around the
bones of the joint.

HIP 'REPLACEMENT
FOR WOMEN
Exp loring Your Op tions
When you get to the
point of considering hip
replacement, pain might
be driving the decision.
Hip replacement surgery
removes damaged or
diseased parts of the hip
joint and replaces them
with new, artificial
parts. An artificial hip
can liberate you from
constant pain anci help
you get back to enjoying
your everyday activities.
More than half a million people
worldwide undergo hip replacement
each year. This number is rising as the
population ages and as physically
active younger people seek hip replacement more routinely. New designs and
surgical techniques have led to a variety
of options in hip replacement - but
not all of them work well for women.
Here's a guide to why and when hip
replacement is done and what you
can expect.

Deciding on hip replacement

How do you know if your hip is bad
enough to consider joint replacement?
Some research suggests it's better to have
the surgery sooner rather than later before you become unable to carry out
daily activities. And researchers believe
that women tend to wait longer than
men do before seeking surgery, with the
possible result of worse outcomes.
If more conservative treatments such as pain medications, physical therapy, exercise, and assistance from a cane
or walker - don't ease your hip problems, your doctor may refer you to an
orthopedic surgeon for an evaluation.
Hip replacement may be an option if:
• Pain or stiffness keeps you from doing
everyday things
• Pain continues even while you're resting, or it wakes you up at night
• Stiffness in your hip limits your ability
to move your leg
Many options

Once you've made the decision to go
ahead with hip replacement, you may
find out about an array of options. Your
surgeon will help you understand which
procedure and type of artificial joint is a
good choice for you.

Sources of pain

Normally your hip functions smoothly
as a ball-and-socket joint so you can
move easily and without pain. A "ball"
at the head of your thighbone (femur) fits
into a rounded "socket" (acetabulum) in
your pelvis. Ligaments connect the parts,
and your muscles keep the joint stable.
A damaged or diseased hip joint can
be extremely painful, making common
activities such as walking, climbing stairs,
and getting in and out of a car difficult.
The most common cause of hip joint
damage is osteoarthritis - the wearing
away of cartilage around the bones of the
joint. Rheumatoid arthritis - a chronic
inflammatory disorder that affects the
lining of your joints, injury or fracture,
death of bone tissue (osteonecrosis), and
tumors also can cause the hip joint to
breakdown.
MAYO CLINIC WOMEN'S HEALTHSOURCE

Totalltip replacement
Total hip replacement remains the gold
standard and most common type of hip
replacement. The surgeon makes a 6- to
8-inch cut across your hip and removes
the damaged cartilage and bone from
your hip joint, leaving healthy parts intact. Then the surgeon replaces the femur
head and the acetabulum with new
parts made of metal, plastic or ceramic.
The new joint (implant) has three parts:
• The stem fits into the femur
• The ball replaces the head of the femur
• The cup replaces the hip socket
4
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Cup

l11e artificial hip joint
(implant) has three
parts. The stem fits into
the femur. The ball
replaces the head of
the femur. And the
cup replaces the hip
socket. The artificial
joint restores the hip's
natural gliding motion.

In some implants, the ball and stem
are one piece, but most joints have separate parts. They come in different sizes
to customize the fit. The artificial joint
restores the hip's natural gliding motion.
In a cemented hip replacement, the
artificial parts are fixed to existing healthy
bone with a special glue or cement.
Cemented total hip replacement may be
recommended for older, less active people
and those with rheumatoid arthritis or
weak bones. In cementless hip replacement, the artificial joint parts are textured
or have a coating that allows new bone
to grow into the implant surfaces, holding
the parts in place. A hybrid replacement
uses a cemented femur part and uncemented acetabular part. Cementless
replacements require a longer healing
time than do cemented implants.

metal implant, in which fluid collects
within and around the hip joint.
Minimally invasive hip replacement
This form of hip replacement involves
smaller incisions. Minimally invasive
replacement has been faIling out of favor,
because it offers few clear advantages
over conventional hip replacement. It
may also increase the risk of complications, such as nerve and artery injuries,
fracture of the femur, and infections.
The people most likely to do well with
minimally invasive surgery are youngel~
of normal weight and in good health.
What to expect

Hip replacement surgelY usually requires
staying in the hospital for a few days.
Most people work with a physical therapist and stand and walk soon after
surgery. Light physical activity promotes
recovery, reduces stiffness, and increases
hip muscle strength and flexibility. Full
recovery from the surgery may take three
to six months. It's normal to feel some
stiffness or discomfort as you're healing.
You should be able to resume most of
your day-to-day activities within about
six weeks. Your doctor and physical
therapist will show you exercises to
restore movement and strengthen your
hip joint. They'll also help you develop
an appropriate exercise program. You'll
still be able to walk, swim, ski and ride
a stationary bicycle, among other things,
but you'll probably have to avoid some
high-impact activities, such as basketball, volleyball and jogging.
Hip replacement is one of the safest
and most successful orthopedic procedures. More than 90 percent of people
who have artificial hips remain painfree 10 to 15 years after surgery, and
most people who've had hip replacement say they're satisfied with the
results. Fewer than 1 in 10 people need
revision surgery.
Hip replacement can dramatically
reduce your hip pain and make it easier
to take part in activities you enjoy. If
you're considering hip replacement,
talk to your doctor about the potential
risks and benefits for you as well as the
best timing for the procedure. _

Pm"tialltip replacement
Your surgeon may recommend a partial
hip replacement if only one part of your
hip joint is damaged, typically because
of a fracture. Most commonly, the socket
is left intact and the head of the femur
is replaced.
Hip restl1iaCing arthroplasty
Hip resurfacing is a technique that's
become increasingly populm: The surgeon
removes the damaged or diseased surfaces of the femoral head m1d hip socket.
They're then covered (resurfaced) with
a metal cap over the femoral head and a
cup that fits into the socket. Resurfacing
spares more of the thighbone and is
claimed to allow for greater range of
motion, higher activity levels and easier
replacement of the artificial joint (revision
surgery), if needed. However, research
has not backed many of these claims.
For most women, however, hip resurfacing isn't a good option. That's because
women tend to have smaller, less dense
bones, and the resurfacing procedure can
lead to fracture of the femur. In one large
study, women were more than twice as
likely as men were to fracture the top of
the femur after hip resurfacing. Hip resurfacing is therefore not recommended for
women who have low bone mineral density. In addition, women are more likely
to develop a reaction to the metal-onMAYO CLINIC WOMEN'S HEALTHSOURCE
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A THOUGHTS TO PONDER
Verse of the Month

Behold, now is the accepted time: behold, now is the day of salvation.
2 Corintbians 6:2
Time is earnest, passing by; Deatb is earnest, drawing nigb;
Sinner, wilt tbou trifling be? Time and deatb appeal to tbee
TRIALS AND TEMPTATIONS
James 1:2-18
1 Consider it pure joy, my brothers, whenever you face trials of many kinds, J because you know that the testing of your
faith develops perseverance.

Perseverance must finish its work so that you may e mature and complete. not lacking anything.
We can't really know the depth of our character until we see how we react under pressure. It is easy to be kind to
others when everything is going well, but can we still be kind when others are treating us unfairly? God wants to
make us mature and complete, not to keep us from all pain. Instead of complaining about our struggles, we should
see them as opportunities for growth. Thank God for promising to be with you in rough times. Ask Him to you
solve your problems or to give you the strength to endure them. Then be patient. God will not leave you alone with
vour oroblems; He will stay close and hell! you grow. NIVLASB
;. If any of you lacks wisdom, He should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given
to him.
By wisdom, James is talking not only about knowledge, but about the ability to make wise decisions in difficult
circumstances. Whenever we need wisdom, we can pray to God, and He will generously supply what we need.
Christians don't have to grope around in the dark, hoping to stumble upon answers. We can ask for God's wisdom
to ~uide our choices. NIVLASB
6But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by
the wind.
A mind that wavers is not completely convinced that God's way is best. It treats God's word like any human advice,
and it retains the option to disobey. It vacillates between allegiance or subjective feelings, the world's ideas, and
God's commands. If your faith is new, weak, or struggling, remember that you can trust God. Then be loyal to
Him. To stabilize vour waverin or doubtful mi d comm't vo rsel wholeheartedl ' to God. NIVLASB
7 That man should not think he wi
receive anything from the Lord; ahe is a double-minded men. unstable in all he does.
If you have ever seen the constant rolling of huge waves at sea, you know how restless they are--subject to the
forces of wind, gravity, and tide. Doubt leaves a person as unsettled as the restless waves. If you want to stop being
tossed about, rely on God to show you what is best for you. Ask Him for wisdom, and trust that He will give it to
you. Then your decisions will he sure and solid. NIVLASB
9 The brother in humble circumstances ought to take pride in his high position.
Christians who aren't in high positions in this world should be glad, because they are great in the Lord's eyes. This
"brother in humble circumstances" is a person without status or wealth. Such people are often overlooked, even
in our churches today, but they are not overlooked by God. NIVLASB
IOBut the one who is rich should take pride in his low position, because he will pass away like a wild flower. IIFor the sun
rises with scorching heat and withers the plant; its blossom falls and its beauty IS destroyed. In the same way, the rich man
will fade away even while he goes about his business.
The poor should be glad that money means nothing to God, because money is easily lost. We find true wealth by
developing our spiritual life, not by developing our financial assets. God is interested in what is lasting (our souls),
not in what is temporary (our money and possessions). Strive to treat each person as Christ would treat him or her.
Ifwealth, power, and status mean nothing to God, why do we attribute so much importance to them and so much
honor to those who possess them? Do your material possessions give you goals and your only reason for living? If
they were gone, what would be left? What you have in your heart, not your bank account, matters to God and
endures for eternity . NIVLASB
I1Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that
God has promised to those who love Him.
God's crown of life is not glory and honor here on earth, but the reward of eternallife----living with God forever.
The wav to be in God's winners' circle is by lovin2 Him and staving faithful even under pressure. NIVLASB
13 When tempted, no one should say, "God is tempting me." For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does He tempt anyone;
14 but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed. I~ Then, after desire has conceived,
it gives birth to sin: and sin,; when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.
God allows Satan to tempt people in order to refine their faith and to help them grow in their dependance on
Christ. We can resist the temptation to sin by trusting to God for strength and choosing to obey His Word.
4

It is easy to blame others and make excuses for evil thoughts and wrong actions. Excuses include (I) it's the other '
person's fault; (2) I couldn't help it; (3) everybody's doing it; (4) it was just a mistake; (5) nobody's perfect; (6)
the devil made me do it; (7) I was pressured into it; (8) I didn't know it was wrong; (9) God is tempting me. A
person who makes excuses is trying to shift the blame from himself or herself to something or someone else.
Christians, on the other hand. accepts responsibility for his or her wrongs, confesses them, and asks God for
for ive ess. NIV ASB
16Don't be eceived, my dear brothers. 17Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the
heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. 18 He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that
we might be a kind of firstfruits of all He created.
First century Christians were the first generation to believe in .Jesus Christ as Messiah ..James called them ""a kind
of firstfruits of all He created." The Jewish leaders would be well aware of the practice of offering the first crops
to ripen just prior to harvest as an act if worship, and also as a blessing on the rest of the harvest. Paul refers to
Christ as the firstfruits of those who have died. NIVLASB
LISTENING AND DOING
James 1:19-27
IQMy dear brothers, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry. 20for
man's anger does not bring about the righteous life that God desires.
When we talk too much and listen too little, we communicate to others that we think our ideas are much more
important than theirs. James wisely advises us to reverse this process. Put a mental stopwatch on your
conversations and keep track of how much you talk and how much you listen. When people talk with you, do they
feel that their viewpoints and ideas have value?
'These verses speak of anger that erupts when our egos are bruised ""I am hurt;" ""My opinions are not being
heard." When injustice and sin occur, we should become angry because others are being hurt. But we should not
become angry when we fail to win an argument or when we feel offended or neglected. Selfish anger never helps
a;.vone. NIVLASB
2l herefore, get rid of all moral filth and the evil that is so prevalent and humbly accept the word planted in you, which
can save you.
Jesus advises us to get rid of all that is wrong in our lives and ""humbly accept" the salvation message we have
receive ("the word nlanted in vou"), because it alone can save us. NIVLASB
22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what I it says. 23 Anyone who listens to the word but
does not do what it says is like a man who looks at his face in a mirror 24 and after looking at himself, goes away and
immediately forgets what he looks like. 25 But the man who looks intently. into the perfect law that gives freedom, and
continues to do this. not forgetting what he has heard. but doing it-he wIll be blessed in what he does.
It is important to listen to what God's word says, but it is much more important to obey it, to do what it says. We
c~n ~easure th~ effectiveness of our Bible study time by the effect it has on our behavior and attitudes. Do you put
into action what you have studied.
It Seems paradoxical that a law could give us freedom, but God's law points out sin in us and gives us the
opportunity to ask for God's forgiveness (see Romans 7:7-8). As Christians, we are saved by God's grace, and
salvation frees us from sin's control. As believers, we are free to live as God created us to live. Of course, this does
not mean that we are free to do as we please (see 1 Peter 2:16), We are now free to obev God. NIVLASB
16 If anyone considers himself religious and yet does not keep a tight rein on his tongue, he deceives himself and his
religion is worthless.
No matter how spiritual we mav think we are. we all could control our speech more effectively. NIVLASB
27 Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows m their distress and
to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.
In the first century, orphans and widows had very little means of economic support. Unless a family member was
willing to care for them, they were reduced to begging, selling themselves as slaves, or starving. By caring for these
powerless people, the church put God's Word into practice. When we give with no hope of receiving in return, we
show what it means to serve others.
To keep ourselves from being polluted by the world, we need to commit ourselves to Christ's ethical and moral
system, not the world's. We are not to adapt to the world's value system, which is based on money, power, and
pleasure. True faith means nothin!: if we are contaminated with such values. NIVLASB

Farther Along
Tempted and tried we're oft mad to wonder Why it should be thus all the day long, While there are others living
about us Never molested tho' in the wrong. When death has come and taken our loved ones, It leaves our home
so lonely and drear; Then do we wonder why others prosper, Living so wicked year after year. Faithful till death
said our loving Master, A few more days to labor and wait; Toils of the road will then seem as nothing, As we
sweep thru the beautiful gate. When we see Jesus coming in glory When He comes from His home in the sky:
Then we shall meet Him in that bright mansion, We'll understand it all by and by. Farther along we'll know all
about it, Farther along we'll understand why; Cheer up my brother, live in the sunshine, We'll understand it all
by and by.

