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From the Pastor 's Desk 
The Rev. Laddie J. Benton 

"We Are Ambassadors For Christ" 

When they heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, 
went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over 
the place where the child was. When they saw that the star had 

stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, 
they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and 

paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered 
him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 

(Matthew 2: IO-ll-New Revised Standard Version) 

Epiphany is a season of the "Christian Year" that is often overlooked, or bundled up with the 
"Christmas Season." It is a season that dawns upon Christians after all of the celebrations of Christmas 
and the ''New Year" are a distant memory. The presents have been opened, and the ''New Year's 
Resolutions" have been made. It is now time to resume "business as usual." 

The problem with Epiphany, is that it comes when "everything is over." Epiphany shows up every year 
on January 6. This is usually somewhere in the middle of the week. This year of2012, Epiphany 
bursts upon the scene on a Friday. I don't think that too many of the people whom I know will be 
attending church on a Friday to celebrate the beginning of the season of Epiphany. This is the season 
that marks the revealing of God's self, and God's gift to all of humankind. 

This is the season when Christians should be "overwhelmed with joy", just as the three wise men 
(Magi) were, when the star they had been following from the east finally stopped over the place where 
the child whom they had been searching for was found. These three men had come from a far distance 
to fmd this child, to worship him, and to present him with gifts. They knew that this was no ordinary 
child, but the revealing of God to the world. 

During this season of Epiphany having received God's gift of God's Son; let us also worship him and 
bring our gifts to him. There is many gifts that we could bring to God's Son, but the greatest gift that 
we can give him is to be obedient to him, and to love one another. Jesus, Son of God, once said to his 
disciples ... "I give you a new commandment, that you IQve one another. Just as I have love you, you 
also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love 
for one another." (John 13: 34-35). 

-!!] 
Rev. I::addie r. Benton, Pastor 

STAND UP FOR JESUSI 
STAND UP FOR WPCI 



SICK, SHUT-INS AND BEREA YED FAMILIES 

Harold and Pauline Jackson, Margie Walker, Joan Marshall, Alex Auston, Jordan Johnson, Donald Lewis, Faith Morrison, 
Nathan and Marquise Phelps, Jean Rudolph, Sharon, Davis Kim Scott, Alfreda Overton, John Fletcher, Feleicha Davis, 
LaKeshia Green, and family, Demerik Weglinski-Benton, Teondre' Morrison-Cooper, Aaron Randall, Damien Randall, 
Stephen Randall, William (Tune) Davis, Janet Arms, Ruth Jenkins (Barbara Davis' mother), Sylvia Winfrey, Ann Conboy, 
Joseph Cooper" Claudette Carter (Alberta's daughter), Katrina Boykin, (Joan Reppert's niece), Brian Ellison, Doris 
Appling, Anne Lennox, John Haynes Persis Owens (member of Joan Reppert's extended family),Viola Jefferson, Freida 
Carter, Denise Wilson, Vivian Key Barbara Davis, Joan Bates, Christine Gottschall, Lorett and Ronald Settle (NC),Paul 
Owens, Doris (Toot) Kantner, Amber Carter, "Miss Brenda" (Robert Nelson's friend), and Jeff and Jean and their family, 
Sylvia Finn, and Rev. LeRoy Bailey 

PRAY FOR THE BEREAVED 
The family of Mrs. Beatrice Beverly and the family of Rev. LeRoy Bailey's aunt. 

SCRIPTURES: 

January 1 
January 8 
January 15 
January 22 
January 29 

STANDING COMMITTEES 

Psalm 150:1-6 
Psalm 67:1-7 
Psalm 139:1-12 
Psalm 139:1-2;13-24 
Psalm 111:1-11 

Christian Concerns-Sharon Davis 
Christian Education-Alexis Green 
Evangelism-Yvonne Lewis 
Finance-Toni Brooks 
Property-Stephen Greer 
Stewardship-Sharon DavislYvonne Lewis 
Worship Committee-Pauline Johnson/Alexis Green 

SESSION 
Pastor-Rev. Laddie J. Benton 
Clerk of Session-Oliver Carter 
Church Treasurer-Toni Brooks 
Benevolence Treasure-Oliver Carter 
Club Fund Treasurer-Winnie J Burden 

CHOIR REHEARSAL 

Isaiah 61:10-62:3 
Genesis 1: 1-5 
1 SamueI3"1-10 
Jonah 3:1-5,10 
Deuteronomy 18: 15-20 

Galatians 4:1-7 
Acts 19:;1-7 
Galatians 3:6-9 
Galatians 5:13-16 
1 Corinthians 8:1=13 

BmLE STUDY Wednesday 9:30 AM and 6:30 PM 

LECTIONARY READINGS 

Mark 1:1-8 
Luke 1:47-55 
Luke 1 :26-38 
Isaiah 62:6-12 

ORGANIZATION 
Men's Fellowship Oliver Carter 
Pastor's Aid-Toni BrookslWinnie Burden 
Personnel-Stephen Greer 
Presbyterian Women-Alexis GreenILaKeshia Green 
Sunday School-Sharon Davis 

Senior Choir Thursday 6:00 P M-Directol"-Mrs Janet Arms 

Children Choir Sunday (after Church Service}-Director-WiUiam Kinkaid 

REBA TEMPLETON ENRICHMENT CENTER Resumes in September 

Activities include Reading Comprehension, Computer SkiDs, Problem Solving, Journalism, Fun Crafts and 

Games. 



January 2012 * Denotes Birthdays 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

January 1 2 3 '! 4 5 6 7 
Amber Waters * I Bible Study - 9:30 AM Senior Choir Rehearsal Enrichment Center 

,I Midweek Svc.-12:45 PM 9:00 AM-12:00 Noon 
I Bible Study - 6:30 PM Jenell Williams * j 

.1 
Sunday Service ·t 

.j 
New Year's Day Epiphany of the Lord 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
Agnes Snead * Bible Study - 9:30 AM Senior Choir Rehearsal Enrichment Center 
Jai Whitlock * Midweek Svc.-12:45 PM 9:00 AM-12:00 Noon 

Bible Study - 6:30 PM 

..\ Human Trafficking 
Arianna Sanchez * 

Baptism of the Lord i Awareness Day 
Sunday Service ., 

(l-

IS 16 17 18 19 20 21 I 

oIj' '; Bible Study - 9:30 AM Senior Choir Rehearsal Berks Heim-Family 
Midweek Svc.-12:45 PM Get Together - Noon 

i.' Bible Study - 6:30 PM 

Race Relations Day Rev. Dr. Martin 
.j Enrichment Center ... 

Week of Prayer for 
Sunday Service Luther King, Jr. '. 9:00 AM-12:00 Noon , 

Christian Unity Begins 
Joash Chest Birthday 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
Jan Marshall * Joan Reppert * Bible Study - 9:30 AM Senior Choir Rehearsal Enrichment Center 

Midweek Svc.-12:45 PM 9:00 AM-12:00 Noon 
Bible Study - 6:30 PM 

"'\ 
Week of Prayer for . 

Sunday Service 
Christian Unity Ends 

29 30 31 
Daisy Patience * Dania Jackson * 

, 
t 

Criminal Justice ,t 
Sunday Service .... :.'1') 



God, would hring punishment upon them. Religion h~ls hecome routine instead of real. .Jesus quoted Isaiah's 
condemnation of Israel's hypocrisy when Hespokc to the Pharisees, the religious leaders of His day (Matthew 15:7-
9;Mark 7:6-7). We are all capahlc of hypocrisy. Often we slip into routine patterns when we worship and we 
neglect to give God our love and devotion. If we want to he called God's people, we must he obedient and worship 
Him honestl, and sincerely. NIVLASB 
IS Woe to those who go to great depths to hide their plans from the Lord, who do their work in darkness and think, "who 
sees us? Who will know?" 
Thinking God couldn't see them and didn't know what was happening, the people of .Jerusalem tried to hide their 
plans from Him. How strange that so many people think they can hide from God. In Psalm 139 we learn that God 
has examined us and knows everything about us. Would you he embarrassed if your best friend knew your 
personal thoue hts'! Remember that God knows all of them. NIVLASB 
16 You turn things upside down, as if the potter were thought to be like the clay! Shall what is formed say to Him who 
formed it. "He did not make me?" Can the pot say of the potter, "He knows nothing?" 
ISAIAH 64:8 
Yet. 0 Lord, You are our Father: we are the clay, and You are our potter: we are all the work of Your hand. 

SHAPED AND RESHAPED 

I watched intently as the potter rhythmically spun the wheel with her foot while molding the clay with her 
hands. Gradually, the clay took on a distinctive shape. Then quite abruptly she stopped the wheel, mashed the 
piece she had just created, and started again. This time the pot turned out more as she intended. She placed it on 
a shelf with many other pots of various shapes to dry. Later, it would be fired or heated in a special oven called 
a kiln, then trimmed, sanded, glazed, and fired a second time. 

After watching her, I thought about how God is our potter. We were created from the dust of the ground and 
molded into the shape our Creator intended-in God's own image. But we sinned by doing what we were warned 
not to do. (See Genesis 1: 1-3). As a result, we became like pots in need of reshaping. So God gave us new life, 
the chance to be recreated through the blood of His Son, Christ Jesus. 

In this holy season of new beginnings, we can become clay in God's hands again by letting go of our desires 
to control life. Then God can begin to re-shape us into the image of Christ, born so that we can be re-bom to life 
that our Creator intended for us from the beginning. 

l'nIf/er: Holy God, we thank You for the birth of Your Son, Christ Jesus, through whom we can be re-created 
and re-bom to eternal live with You. Amen. 

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY 

No matter what shape we're in, God can re-shape us. 

Xavia Arndt Sheffield 
(From the Upper Room) 

Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way! Thou art the potter, I am the clay; Mold me and make me After Thy 
will, While I am waiting, Yielded and still. Have Thine own way, Lord! Have Thine own way! Search me and try me, 
Master, today! Whiter than snow, Lord, wash me just now, As in Thy presence Humbly I bow. Have Thine own way, 
Lord, Have Thine own way! Wounded and weary, Help me, I pray! Power, all power, Surely is Thine! Touch me and heal 
me, Savior divine! Have Thine way, Lord! Have Thine own way! Hold 0' er my being Absolute sway! Fill with Thy Spirit 
till All can see Christ only, always, living in me 1 



A THOUGHTS TO PONDER 
Verse of the Month 

Through Thy precepts I get understanding: therefore I hate every false way. Psalm 119:104 
Teach us Thy name to own, Whilst waiting Lord for Thee. 

Unholiness and sin to shun. From ALL untruth to flee. 
CLA Y IN THE POTTER'S HAND 
Spirit ofthe living God, fall afresh on me, Spirit ofthe living God, fall afresh on me. Melt me, mold me, fill me, use 
me. Spirit of the Iivine God. fall afresh on me. 
GENESIS 2:4-7 
4 This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created. 
When the Lord God made the earth and the heavens- 5 and no shrub of the field had yet appeared on the earth 
and no plant ofthe field had yet sprung up, for the Lord God had not sent rain on the earth and there was no man 
to work the ground, 6but streams came up from the earth and watered the whole surface of the ground-7the Lord 
God formed the man from the dust ofthe ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath oflife, and man became 
a Iivine beine. 
"From the dust of the ground" implies that there is nothing fancy about the chemical elements making up our 
bodies. The body is a lifeless shell until God brings it alive with His "breath oflife." When God removes His life
giving breath, our bodies once again return to dust. Therefore our life and worth come from God's Spirit. Many 
boast of their achievements and abilities as though they were the originators of their own strengths. Others feel 
worthless because their abilities do not stand out. In reality our worth comes not from our achievements but from 
the God of the universe, who chooses to give us the mysterious and miraculous gift of life. Value life, as He.does 
NIVLASB 
JEREMIAH 18:1-11 
I This is the Word that came to Jeremiah from the Lord:zGo down to the potter's house, and there I will give you My 
message 
God has power over the clay (Judah),and He continues to work with it to make it a useful vessel. But Judah must 
soon repent or the clay will harden the wrong wave Then it will be worth nothing and destroyed. NIVLASB 
3 So I went down to the potter's house, and I saw him working at the wheel. 4 But the pot he was shaping from the clay was 
marred in his hands: so the potter formed it into another pot. shaping it as seemed best to him. 
5 Then the word of the Lord came to me: 60 house ofIsrael, can I not do with you as this potter does? declares the Lord. 
Like clay in the hand of the potter. so are you in My hand. 0 house ofIsrael. 
As the potter molded or shaped a clay pot on the potter's wheel, defects often appeared. The potter had power over 
the clay, to permit the defects to remain or to reshape the pot. Likewise, God had power to reshape the nation to 
conform to His purposes. Our strategy should not be to become mindless and passive-one aspect of clay-but to 
be willing and receptive to God's impact on us. As we yield to God, He begins reshaping us into valuable vessels. 
NIVLASB 
7 If at any time I announce that a nation or kingdom is to be uprooted, tom down and destroyed, sand ifthat nation I warned 
repents of its evil, then I will relent and not inflict on it the disaster I had planned. 9And if at another time I announce that 
a nation or kingdom is to be built up and planted, 10 and if it does evil in My sight and does not obey M then I will 
reconsider the good I had intended to do for it. 
II Now therefore say to the people of Judah and those living in Jerusalem, This is what the Lord says: Look! I am preparing 
a disaster for you and devising a plan against you. So tum from your evil ways, each one of you, and reform your ways 
and your actions. 
ISAIAH 29:13-16 
13 Thus says the Lord: 
These people come near to Me with their mouth and honor Me with their lips, but their hearts are far from Me. Their 
worship of Me is made up only of rules taught by men. 
14 Therefore once more I will astound these people with wonder upon wonder; the wisdom of the wise will perish, the 
intelligence of the intelligent will vanish. 
The people claim to be close to God, but they were disobedient and merely went through the motions; therefore, 



Central Pennsylvania AJi-icao American Museum 

) ] 9 North Tenth Street 
Reading, PA 19601 

Museum Phone 
610-371-87 I 3 Web address:www.cpafricanamericanmuseum.org 

E-mail:cpaam@verizon.net 

Dear Coworkers and Friends: 

Fax Number 
610-37 J -8739 

December16,2011 

It's that time oryear again that we, the members of the Central Pennsylvania African American 
Museum (CP AAM), invite you to join us at our Annual Awards Breakfast. The breakfast will 
be held on Saturday, February 18, 20] 2 - 8:00 A.M. at The Abraham Lincoln !Wyndham 
Historic Hotel which is located at 100 North Fifth Street, Reading, P A 19601. 

Our deserving honorees are: Bishop Robert Hinson, Dr. Lloyd Nonnan, Rev. Jeffery D. Bell, 
Sr., Ms. Hazel Owens Black, Mrs. Alice Natera, Mr. Albert Washington, and Mrs. Mary Jo 
Smith. 

We are preparing a souvenir journal for this festive occasion. If you would like to be a part of 
this historical journal, please adhere to the enclosed Ads and Booster information which is listed 
below: 
FULL PAGE AD - $60.00, HALF PAGE AD - $40.00, Business Card- $35.00 
Boosters-$5.00 per name and $10.00 -Mr. & Mrs. 
Size of Program Booklet will be 8 112 x 1 1 (Camera Ready Ads are appreciated). 
ADS deadline is Jannary 9, 2012. 

Ticket cost is $25.00 each. Tables with a seating of 8 may be purchased for $200.00 
Ticket Deadline is January 30, 2012. Contact Person phone number is 610-929-9907. 

Please purchase your ticket (s) and help us to say thank you to these who have served our 
community and country. 

Please make checks or money orders payable to CP AAM and mail to: 
CPAAM, Attn: Mrs. Mildred Gilyard, 4500 Sefranka Road, Temple, PA 19560 

Thanks in advance for your cooperation and support. 

Sincerely, 

CU~-/J/J /} t0A(:;~/"~L'O 
l rtJd:~f;;fr'R# J~~ 

Mrs. Mildred Gilyard; 
CP AAM Administrative Assistant! Awards Breakfast Chairperson 

Mr. Frank Gilyard, Sr., 
Board President 

Cc: Honorees 
Community Organizations & Churches 
General Public 
Enc1: Tickets #51- 60 



Heavenly Father, we are coming to You with our hearts full of mixed feelings. Lord, we're 
thankful to You for You've given us another year of life in which to serve you, draw much 
closer to you, to learn Your Word and to better live it. 

But Jesus, how much of what we hear concerning those things we must face on a daily 
basis are we to believe? What do You have to say about the things that confuse and frighten 
us? Lord, we do listen to our Pastors and we wonder, do they know? 

We try to pray to You and ask You about the so-called prophecies we hear. We are told 
the New Year is really going to change our lives radically. You are supposed to bring us 
prosperity, great health; in fact You are supposed to bring to fulfillment all Your promises. 
Lord, these sound so good and we would like to believe these saying are true, but somehow 
they sound false. Actually Lord, we've heard all this as each year comes in. 

Will You speak to us as we pray and teach us how to pray according to Your will? We don't 
want to be led astray by false prophets. We need to know Your truth. 

There are many people wondering what the year 2012 will bring to them. We all deserve 
to see better days. We do know Your Holy Bible is filled with so many great and wonderful 
promises, Lord, the one thing we do not read in the word is when we will receive those 
promises. We also know You do speak to some of Your servants. Who are we to believe? 

Lord, help us to better hear you speak to us through Your Holy Word and through Your 
servants. During this brand New Year, may we draw closer to You. Help us to learn to read 
and study Your Word and make it a very ,very important part of our daily lives for we need 
this to be and important part of our days. 

May we be willing to take an active part in everything that takes place in our church. To 
learn to live according to Your will we must or need to attend all the study and Prayer Sessions 
that are held in our church; cause us not to think we are too busy to give. time to You. 

Father, Yahweh, we must admit, we want You to be available to us whenever we call on 
You, but You cannot find us available to You. Forgive us, Father, we are very self centered. 
We do want you to take care of us and our wants, but we're not will in to obey You. We want 
You to do things our way. 

Lord we truly need You to teach us what it means to be Your children. We don't like 
discipline and we have trouble knowing Your will and doing things Your way. We need to be 
taught anew by You and those You've given us to help us to become all that You want us to 
be. 

We thank you for making our New Year a much better year of living and obeying and being 
the children of God we are to be . Thank You, Lord. 



Casseroles 

AP LE STU fll 
1 cup finely chopped onion 
~ cup finely chopped celery 
~ cup finely chopped unpeeled apple 
1~ cups MOTT'S® Natural Apple Sauce 

1 (8-ounce) package stuffing mix (original or 
cornbread) 

1 cup low-fat reduced-sodium chicken broth 
1~ teaspoons dried thyme leaves 

1 teaspoon ground sage 
~ teaspoon salt 
~ teaspoon black pepper 

Spray medium skillet with nonstick cooking spray. 
leat over medium heat until hot. Add onion and 
~Iery; cook and stir about 5 minutes or until 
ansparent. Add apple; cook and stir about 3 
linutes or until golden. Transfer to large bowl. Stir 
apple sauce, stuffing mix, broth, thyme, sage, salt 

ld black pepper. 

, Loosely stuff chicken or turkey just before 
lasting or place stuffing in grea~ed 8-inch square 
'In. Cover pan; bake in preheated 350°F oven 20 to 
5 minutes or until hot. Refrigerate leftovers. 

Makes 8 servings 

lote: Cooked stuffing can also be used to fill 
mters of cooked acorn squash. 

SD 
T RY COR 

R SSI G 
WESSON® No-Stick Cooking Spray 

1 (I2-ounce) package seasoned corn bread 
stuffing 

2~ cups dry bread crumbs 
2 cups chopped celery 
1 cup finely chopped onion 
~ cup (~ stick) butter 
~ teaspoon poultry seasoning 
~ teaspoon pepper 
2 (14Y2-ounce) cans chicken broth 
~ cup WESSON® Vegetable Oil 

Preheat oven to 375°F. Spray a 13X9X2-inch baking 
dish with Wesson® Cooking Spray; set aside. 
Combine stuffing mix and bread crumbs in a large 
bowl; set aside. In a medium saucepan, saute celery 
and onion in butter unti'l crisp-tender; blend in 
poultry seasoning and pepper. Add broth and 
Wesson® Oil; bring to boil for I minute. Add to corn 
bread mixture; toss lightly to coat. Spoon corn 
bread mixture into baking dish; bake, uncovered, for 
35 to 45 minutes or until golden brown. 

Makes 10 to 12 servings 

Apple Stuffing 
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