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From the Pastor's Desk
Teaching Elder Laddie J. Benton
WE ARE A CHOSEN PEOPLE
"See, the former things have come to pass,
and new things I now declare;
before they spring forth, I tell you of them. "
(Isaiah 42: 9 - New Revised Standard Version)

CREA TING NEW THINGS WITHIN THE COMMUNITY OF FAITH

The new year has now come upon us. Now is the time to cast aside the old and usher in
the new. We have lived far too long on past accomplishments, while resting on the work of
those who came before us. Now is the time for creating new things to the glory of God within
the congregation of Washington Presbyterian Church (USA).
This year, 2013, can be an exciting, innovating, and spirit filled year for the life of this
congregation. learning from the past, let us find a new beginning following the lead of our
th
God. WPC will be celebrating its 190 anniversary this year. What can we give to God for all
that God has given us? An unyielding firm foundation has been laid for us to continue to build
on. let us take that great step in faith and enter through the narrow gate that leads to life.
The God whom we worship is a creating God doing new things ..."1 am about to do a new
thing; now it springs forth, do you perceive it? I will make a way in the wilderness and rivers in
the desert." Since we are children of God, let us also be co-partners with God in creating new
things within and without the church. WPC is blessed with many gifted and talented people.
let us call upon them to help create new things with the help of God.
Yes, I believe that 2013 will be a blessed year for this congregation in more ways than
any of us can imagine. It will take faith, determination, dedication, and commitment for these
new things to happen. I do not doubt that the light of this congregation will continue to shine
throughout the year.
Your Brother in Christ,

-., ...:~"'-,/ ,."f

Tea'chrng ElderJladdie J. Benton, Pastor

STAND UP FOR JESUS!
STAND UP FOR WPC!

SICK, SHUT-INS AND BEREAVED F AMJLIES
Harold and Pauline Jackson, Margie Walker, Joan Marshall, Jordan Johnson, Donald Lewis, Faith Morrison, Nathan and Marquis
Phelps, Jean Rudolph, Alfreda Richardson, John Fletcher, LaKeshia Green, and family, Demerik Weglinski-Benton, Teondre'
Morrison-Cooper, Aaron Randall, Stephen Randall, Ruth Jenkins, (Barbara Davis' mother), Sylvia Winfrey, Joseph Cooper,
Claudette Carter (Alberta'S daughter), Katrina Boykin (Joan Reppert's niece), John Haynes, Viola Jefferson, Freida Carter,
Vivian Key, Barbara Davis, Loretta and Ronald Settle (NC), Amber Carter, "Miss Brenda" (Robert Nelson's friend), Jeff and
Jean and their fami ly, Lilliam Rivera, Justin Johnson, Kevin Herring, Larry Riden, Melba Stamm (Keith's mother), Bobby Scott
(Oliver's Brother), Lyndoll Walker (yvonne's friend), Annie Fisher (an Amish friend), Oliver Carter" Hazel Black Jocelyn
Mann, Julius Weglinski-Benton, Noel Irizarry (Chaleece's friend), and Denise Phelps, Tracy Nagle (Keith Stamm's Friend),
Shelley Burdine Lindsay Matthews, Parthenia Key, Denise Wilson, Erma Goode, and Nathan Donaldson.
PRAY FOR THE BEREAVED
SCRIPTURES:
Psalm 72: 1-7
Psalm 72:1, 8-11
Psalm 72:1,12-15
Psalm 41 : 1-9

January 6
January 13
January 20
January 27

Isaiah 60: 1-6
Isaiah 43: 1-7
Isaiah 63:7-9
2 Samuel 23:1-7

2 Corinthians 4: 1-6
Acts 8:14-17
2 Corinthians 12:1-11
1 Corinthians 12:12-13,27-31

STANDING COMMITIEES

BmLE STUDY Wednesday 9:30 AM and 6:30 PM

Christian Concerns -Sharon Davis
Christian Education-Alexis Green
Evangelism-Yvonne Lewis
Finance-Toni Brooks
Property-Stephen Greer
Stewardship-Sharon DavisNvonne Lewis
Worship Committee-Pauline Johnson/Alexis Green

LECTIONARY READINGS
Ephesians 3: 1-12
Luke 3:15-17,21-22
JOHN 2:1-11
LUKE 4:14-21

SESSION
Pastor-Rev. Laddie J. Benton
Clerk of Session-Oliver Carter
Church Treasurer-Toni Brooks
Benevolence Treasure -Oliver Carter
Club Fund Treasurer-Winnie J Burden

ORGANIZATION
Men's Fellowship-Oliver Carter
Pastor's Aid-Toni Brooks/Winnie Burden
Personnel-Stephen Greer
Presbyterian Women-AlexisGreen/LaKeshia Green
Sunday School-Sharon Davis

CHom REHEARSAL

Senior Choir Thursday 6:00 P M-Director-Mrs Janet Arms
Children Choir Sunday (after Church Service)-Director-William Kinkaid
Bible Study Wednesday 9;30 A M and 6:30 P M
WEB PAGE FOR WPC; WPC1823.0RG

Washington Presbyterian Church Will Accept Donations
From Anyone Who Would Like To Help With Our Missions.
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Sunday

* Denotes Birthdays

Monday

Tuesday
January 1

Wednesday

2
Amber Waters

*

Saturday

Friday

Thursday
3
Senior Choir Rehearsal

4

5
Jenell Williams *

-

"

New Year's Day

6

7

8

9

Bible Study - 9:30 AM
Bible Study - 6:30 PM
Epiphany of the Lord
Communion
10:00 AM Sunday
Service
13

10:00 AM Sunday
Service
Joash Chest
27

14

15

Presbyterian Women
Meet- Noon
21
Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr.
Day
Session meets-7:30PM
28

16

Bible Study - 9:30 AM
Bible Study - 6:30 PM

22
Jan Marshall *

23
Bible Study - 9:30 AM
Bible Study - 6:30 PM

12

Human Trafficking
Awareness Day
18

-

------

-

17
Senior Choir Rehearsal

19

24
Senior Choir Rehearsal

Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity
Begins
25

Joan Reppert *
Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity Ends
29

30
Bible Study - 9:30 AM
Bible Study - 6:30 PM
Daisy Patience •

10:00 AM Sunday
Service

11

Agnes Snead *
Jai Whitlock *

Arianna Sanchez *
Baptism of the Lord
10:00 AM Sunday
Service
20

10
Senior Choir Rehearsal

31
Senior Choir Rehearsal
Dania Jackson

*

Berks Heim-Family
Get Togetber
26

CENTRAL PA AFRICAN
AMERICAN MUSEUM
Tenth Annual Awards Breakfast
Saturday, February 16, 20 13 8:00 am
Place:THE ABRAHAM LINCOLN
A WYNDHAM HISTORIC HOTEL
100 North Fifth Street, Reading, PA 1960 I
Our Guest Speaker
Vernon L. Carraway, Ph.D, Chief Executive Officer,
Langston Du Bois Institute

Honorees:
Rev. Marilyn Littlejohn, Rev. Geneva Carter-Bums, Mrs. Laura NelsonTurner, Mrs. Debra Simpson-Buchanan, Rev. Ladie Benton, and
Dr. William Davis, Jr.
Ticket donation: $25.00
Ticket Deadline date= January 30, 2013

To purchase tickets
Contact 610-929-9907 or see any honoree.

NO TICKETS WILL BE SOLD AT THE DOOR

The Grocery list
1was walking down life's highway a long time ago.
One day 1saw a sign - (Heavens Grocery Store)
,.,
As 1got a little closer, t'he door cam~open wide
'~,' · '. ~.
And when 1came toqnyself,
J was stmldinn
inside., "..~. -'.- ... r.t
..
,
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1 saw a hast of cmgelS. They were standir1g everywhere. ~»_. t
.r

~

'- •

....
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One 'hGmd(!dme a basket and said;
liMy chiij, ~J1ij> ·With care."
Everything""a Christian needed was in the grocery store, .
And aD you could carry, you could come back the next day for more. ~

,.

•

First 1 got some patience, love was in the same row.
Further down was understanding. You need that ev~rywhere you go.
1 got a b6~qr two of wisdom, a bag or two of faith. .
~~ ... " . . ~.
1 just couldl)'t miss th!2 Holy Ghost, for Jr; was an over the place

'!I-

1 stopp~~ to~et.~ome strength and courage to help me run the~l"ace.
By this time, my basket was getting fun, but 1remembered
1 need some grace. 1didn't forget Salvation that was kee,
So 1tried to get e'lo1Agh of that to save you and me.
~

Then I started up to the counter to pay my grocery bID,
for 1thought f'had enough?to do.my rnaster;s~wi11. ,..
'
As 1went up the aisle, I ~awp~ayer"'ancf~ just1fa4 to;Pt,rt it in,
For 1knew when 1stepped outside; I ~6}Ald run into sin.

Peace and joy were plentiful; they were on the last shelf.
Song and praise were hanging near, so 1 just helped myself.
Then 1said to the angel, "Now how much do lowe?"
He smiled and said, "Just take them everywhere you go."
Again 1smiled at J:1im and said, "How much do lowe?"
He smiled again, and said Jesus paid you bin a long time ago.
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Almost every morning and evening on the bus or train, commuters disaJSs people or events they've
heard about in news reports, or conversation. Standing in line at the grocery store or ~iting in a
doctor's office, we often hear people doing the same. Many such exchanges end with someone saying
something like, wrhere's nothing we can do about it," or, "Somebody ought to do something!
But believers can always do something: we can pray. Many times, however, we do not see .pray-ing
as doing something. With our culture's emphasis on producing and achieving, we can easily dis~~
prayer because it does not result in a product. Perhaps finding ways to make our praying mor ViSible,
more than just words," can help us to be more faithful.
Consider how your life of prayer could be enriched by trying one or more of these strategies:
1. Establish a regular place to pray - a personal holy space. On a small table beside my bedroom
chair, I have placed a candle, a cross, and several other items that hold special meanfng for me - including a small china box that reminds me of my church, the community of faith that formed me.
When I Sit in that chair, .my mind and my spirit know why I am there; pattern and familiarity make
paying attEntion to God seem right and comfortable.
2. Keep a prayer list. Write in a notebook or journal the names of people and situations that you
want to bring before God. Refer to the list every week or so and give thanks for how God has been at
work In these matters.
3. Make your monthly calendar into a call to prayer. Write the names of those you want to pray for
on the day of each month that corresponds to their birthday. From time to time, send a note to the
ones you are praying for, letting them know you have their names.before you to remind you to bring
them before God.
4. Prayer map #1: Make a "prayer map" of your neighborhood, with blocks to represent each
home. Write in the names of your neighbors and their needs. During your prayer time, work your way
around the neighborhood, praying for people by name. If you don't know your neighbors, ask God to
help you find ways to reach out to them. Update the map as you progress in building rela- tlonshlps,
making friends with your neighbors to help them become friends of Christ.
5 Prayer map #2: Place a map of the world or a small globe where you can see It as you pray. (If
you have children in your home, you might use a world-map area rug to help them intercede for the
world's needs as a part of bedtime prayer, directing them to stand on a different continent each day of
the week.) Hold the map or globe and picture God lovingly reaching out to each area where there is
trouble. Consider how God wants you to respond to the needs that come to mind
6. "Pray the news. n Each day as you listen to or read news reports, list the people and problems
mentioned. Spend time sitting quietly with God, holding the list In your hands. Offer the needs represented by the list to God, waiting to see how God may nudge you to respond.
7. Make prayer more than just words" by combining prayer with action. Here are some
possibilities: .
A. "Prayer walking." Walk regularly through your neighborhood or work area with the Intention
to notice people and needs, praying for them as you walk.. Use cues - toys outside, pictures on desks
- as clues to suggest how you might pray.
B. A prayer shawl ministry. People In these ministries knit or aochet covertets to be given to
those In special need. While working, the one doing needlework prays for the person who will receive
the prayer shawl. (VIsit www,pravershawlminjstrv.org for more Informatfon.) In my church, our prayer-

shawl ministry provides these to

persons grieving or undergoing medical treatment, as a sign of our •

congregation's presence with them and prayers for them. A prayer shawl is a sort of visible hug that
can comfort the one using it.
.
C. Rnd an activity that helps you focus your attention on God. thiS might be gardening, painting,
writing in a journal, running. Some people find that mOving or keeping physically busy -allows them to
put aside di&i actions that'interfere when they by simply to sit quietly and pray. Colossians 3: 17 tells
us to do all that we do as "unto the lord.n We can tum our daily actions into prayer.

NEW YEAR

o Lord,
Length of days does not profit me except the days are passed
in thy presence, in thy service, to thy glory.
Give me a grace that precedesL follows, gUides, sustains,
, sanctifies, aids every hour,
that I may not be one moment apart from thee,
but may rely on thy Spirit
to supply every thought,
speak in every word,
direct every step,
prosper every work,
build every mote of faith,
and give me a desire
to show forth thy praise,
testify thy love,
advance thy kingdom.
I launch my bark on the unknown waters of this year,
with thee, 0 Father, as my harbour,
thee, 0 Son, at my helm,
thee, 0 Holy Spirit, filling my sails.
Guide me to heaven with my loins girt,
my lamp burning,
my ear open to thy calls,
my heart full of love,
my soul free.
Give me thy grace to sanctify me,
thy comforts to cheer,
thy wisdom to teach,
thy right hand to guide,
thy counsel to instruct,
thy law to judge,
thy presence to stabilize.
May thy fear be my awe,
thy triumphs my joy.

A THOUGHT TO PONDER
Verse of the Month

Blessed is the man you discipline, 0 Lord,
the man you teach from your law. Ps. 92:12
GOD'S TRUE AND WONDERFUL WORD PSALM 119:1-8
1 Blessed are they whose ways are blameless, who walk according to the law of the Lord.
iff Psalm 119 Tells of God's Word and how it helps us stay pure and grow in faith. Almost every
verse mentions God's Word the Bible. Such repetition was common in the Hebrew culture. People
did not have personal copies of the Scriptures to read as we do, so God's people memorized his
Word and passed it along orally. The structure of this psalm allowed for easy memorization.
Remember G_od's Word, the Bible, is the only sure guide for living a pure life. NIVLASB
2 Blessed are they whose ways are blameless, who walk according to the law of the Lord.
3They do nothing wrong; they walk in his ways.
4 You have laid down precepts that are to be fully obeyed.
50h, that my ways were steadfast in obeying your decrees!
6 Then I would not be put to shame when I consider all your commands.
7 I will praise you with an upright heart as I learn your righteous laws.
8 I will obey your decrees: .do not utterly forsake me.
LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD Deuteronomy 6:1-9
1 These are the commands, decrees and laws the Lord your God directed me to teach you to observe in the
land that you are crossing the Jordan to posses, 2S0 that you, your children and their children after them may
fear the Lord your God as long as you live by keeping all his decrees and that you may enjoy long Iife.3Hear,
o Israel, and be careful to obey so that it may go well with you and that you may increase greatly in a land
flowing with milk and honey, just as the Lord, the God of your fathers, promised you.
For a nation that had wandered 40 years in a parched desert, a land flowing with milk and honey
sounded like paradise. It brought to mind rich crops, rushing streams, gentle rains, and lush fields
filled with livestock. The Israelites could have had all that 40 years earlier. Numbers 13 and 14
explain how the people missed their chance. Now Moses was determined to help the people avoid
the same mistake by whetting their appetite for the beautiful land and then clearly explaining the
conditions for entering. NIVLASB
4 Hear, 0 Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one.
Monotheism-belief in only one God-was a distinctive feature of Hebrew religion. Many ancient
religions believed in many gods. But the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob is the God of the
whole earth, the only true God. This was an important insight for the nation of Israel because
they were about to enter a land filled with people who believed in many gods. Both then and
today there are people who prefer to place their trust in many different "gods." but the day is
coming when God will be recognized as the only one. He will be the King over the whole earth
(Zechariah 14:9).
This passage provides the central theme of Deuteronomy. It sets the pattern that helps us
relate the Word of God to our daily lives. We are to love God, think constantly about his
commandments, teach his commandments to our children, and live each day by the guidelines
in his Word. God emphasized the importance of parents' teaching the Bible to their children. The
church and Christian schools cannot be used to escape from this responsibility. The Bible provides
so many opportunities for object lessons and practical teaching that it would be a shame to study
it only one day a week. Eternal truths are most effectively learned in the loving environment of
a God fearing home. NIVLASB
5 Love your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength.
Jesus said that loving God with all of ourselves is the first and greatest commandment
(Mat.22:37-39). This, command, combined with the command to love your neighbor (Lev.19:18),
encompasses all the other Old Testament laws. NIVLASB
6 These commandments that I give you today are to be upon your hearts. 7 Impress them on your children.
Talk about them when you sit at home and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you
get up.
7ft The Hebrews were extremely successful at making religion an intefjral part of life. The reason
for their success was that religious education was Ufe-orlented, not mformation-oriented. They

used the context of daily life to teach about God. The key to teaching your children to love God
is stated simply and clearly in these verses. If you want your children to follow God, you must
make God a part of your everyday experiences. You must teach your children diligently to see God
in all aSDects of life. not iust those that are church related. NIVLASB
sTieffiem as symbols on your hands·arKfbind therifon your foreheaCIS. 9 Wiite them onthe doorframesof you
houses and on your gSltes.
I

2:28And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he appears we may be confident and unashamed
before him at his coming.
29 If you know that he is righteous. you know that everyone who does what is right has been born of him.
2:2S,29FF The visible proof of being a Christian is right behavior. Many people do good deeds but don't
have faith in Jesus Christ. Others claim to have faith but rarely produce good deeds. A deficit is
either faith or right behavior will be a cause for shame when Christ returns. Because true faith
always results in good deeds, those who claim to have faith and who consistently do what is right
are true believers. Good deeds cannot produce salvation (see Eph. 2:8,9), but they are necessary
proof that true faith is actually present (James 2:14-17). NIVLASB
3:1 How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is
what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.
1 As believers, our self-worth is based on the fact that God loves us and calls us his children. We
are his children now, not just sometime in the distant fuuture. Knowing that we are his children
should encourage us to live as Jesus did. NIVLASB
2 Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know
that when he appears, we shall be like him for we shall see him as he is. 3 Everyone who has this hope in him
purifies himself. just as he is pure.
2,3 The Christian life is a process of becoming more and more like Christ (see Rom. 8:29). This
process will not be complete until we see Christ face to face(l Cor. 13:12; Phil. 3:21}, but
knowing that it is our ultimate destiny should motivate us to purify ourselves. To purify means
to keep morally straight, free from the corruption of sin. God also purifies us, but there is action
we must take to remain_fit (see 1 Tim. 5:22; Jam. 4:8; 1 Pet. 1:22). NIYLASB
4 Everyone who sins breaks the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness.
4ft.There is a difference between committing a sin and continuing to sin. Even the most faithful
believers sometimes commit sins, but they do not cherish a particular sin and choose to commit
it. A believer who commits a sin repents, confesses, and finds forgiveness. A person who
continues to sin, by contrast, is not sorry for what he or she is doing. Thus this person never
confesses and never receives forgiveness. Such a person is in opposition to God, no matter what
religious claims he or she makes. NIVLASB
5 But You know that he appeared so that he might take away our sins. And in him is no sin.
Jesus is "the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world" (John 1:29). Because Jesus lived
a perfect life and sacrificed himself for our sins, we can be completely forgiven (2:2). We can look
back to his death for us and know that we need never suffer eternal death (1 Peter 1:18-20
NIVLASB
6 No one who lives in him keeps on sinning. No one who continues to sin has either seen him or known him.
7 Dear Children, do not let amy one lead you astray. He who does what is right is righteous, just as he is
righteous. sHe who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning.
The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work. 9 No one born of God will continue to
sin, because God's seed remains in him; he cannot go on sinning, because he has been born of God.
S,9ff We all have areas where temptation is strong and habits are hard to conquer. These
weaknesses give the devil a foothold, so we must deal with our areas of vulnerability. If we are
~truggling with a particular sin, however, these verses are not directed at us, even if for the time
we seem to keep on sinning. John is not talking about people whose victories are still incomplete;
he is talking about people who make a practice of sinning and look for ways to justify it.
Three steps are necessary to find victory over prevailing sin: (1) seek the power of the Holy
Spirit and God's Word; (2) stay away from tempting situations; and (3) seek the help of the body
of Christ-be open to their willingness to hold you accountable and to pray for you. NIVLASB
10 This is how we know who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does
not do what is right is not a child of God; nor is anyone who does not love his brother.

