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From the Pastor's Desk 
Teaching Elder, Laddie J. Benton 

JESUS IS THE RESURRECTION AND THE LIFE 

Jesus said to her, 'I am the resurrection and the life. 
Those who believe in me, even though they die will live, 

and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. ' 
(John 11: 25-26- New Revised Standard Version) 

THE RESURRECTION OF JESUS WITHIN THE COMMUNITY OF FAITH 

Dear members and friends of Washington Presbyterian Church (USA): 

Death is probably the greatest of all fears that confronts the human family. The fear of dying 
forces people to be aware that eventually they will have to depart from this world. When a loved 
one dies, it causes grief, sorrow, and pain like none other. The question Why? has been asked 
since the earliest oftime. Why is there death?, is an age old question that people of all faiths 
continue to ask. 

Foster R. McCurley and Alan G. Weitzman in their book, Making Sense out of Sorrow, address 
the question Why?: 

"If God's will is for life, why then does death occur? Why are you left to suffer the 
consequences ofgriefifGod's will is for life? 

In Judaism, death is explained as part of God's plan for the universe. Just as the leaves of 
the tree drop in the fal~ so does human life end in due course. Death occurs because humans are 
mortal, and so dying is part of living. At the same time, however, the biblical understanding of 
God, that big picture, makes it inconceivable that death is the end of existence and that death 
marks the end of the relationship we have with God. If death is part of the plan, it is only part. 
The conclusion of the plan is life, life forever, life with God. 

In Christian teaching, death is the result of sin. 'The wages of sin is death," the apostle 
Paul writes. But the death of an individual is not the result ofthe individual's sins. Rather. 
everyone is mortal because all humans stand against God as sinners. The result of this universal 
sin is universal death. 

In Christian understanding, the death of Jesus on the cross saves us from the power of our 
sin, and the resurrection of Jesus from the dead shows God's power over death to give new life. 
God will have the last word, the word of life, as God already uttered it when Jesus was raised 
from the dead. 

Why your loved one died can only be understood within this big picture. We do not 
know why he or she died in this way and at this time. But even without the answers, God gives 
us the hope of new life, courage to continue with the present one, and the promise of the divine 
presence as we struggle onward here and now. 

The promise that God will be present with us through all kinds of situations fills the 
Bible. That presence of God enables us to face the difficulties life and death bring. 'God with 
us' gives courage and strength and hope even when everything seems to stand in our way." 



When we are confronted with the question Why? concerning the death of a loved one, let us 
recall that even at his birth, Jesus was called Immanuel, "God with us." Jesus is called the 
"Word-made-flesh" because this is one way to tell of the presence of the eternal God within him. 
Jesus shared our human nature, experienced some of our limitations, and even died on a cross. 
After Jesus was raised from the dead, he gathered his apostles and commissioned them to 
proclaim the "good news" about him throughout the world. Jesus promised, "I will be with you 
through the close of the age." 

I am writing this letter because during the past weeks; I have heard members talking about the 
death ( s) and impending death ( s) of a loved one. I also share their grief and sorrow. I keep 
them in my prayers. Even so, we must oontinue to be strong in our faith, trusting in the promises 
of God while remembering the life, death, and resurrection of Christ Jesus our Lord and Savior: 

Our help is in the name ofthe Lord, who made heaven and earth (Ps. 124: 8). 

I am the resurrection and the life, says the Lord. 
Those who believe in me, even though they die, 
shall live, 
and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die (John 11: 35-26). 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
whose great mercy gave us new birth into a living hope 
by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead! 
The inheritance to which we are born 
Is one that nothing can destroy or spoil or wither (1 Peter 1: 3-4). 

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
The Father of mercies and God of all comfort, 
Who comforts us in all our sorrows, 
So that we can comfort others in their sorrow, 
With the consolation we have received from God (2 Cor. 1: 3-4) 

11/ANKS BE TO GOD! 

Your~luist, 

Rev. Uddie J. Benton, Pastor 
STAND UP FOR JESUS! 
STAND UP FOR WPC! 



SICK, SHUT-INS AND BEREAVED FAMILIES 

Margie Walker, Joan Marshall, Teondre Morrison-Cooper, Claudette Carter, Justin Johnson, Kevin Herring, 
Joyce Beckett, Ethel Kinkaid, Linda Hobbs (Pastor's sister), Maxjorie McNeil, Daisy Patience, Marie (Flood) 
Rhodes, Monica (Joan Reppert's granddaughter), Hannah Matthews (Will's mother), Robert Nelson, Sharon 
Lanning (Donna's sister), Maurice Alexander, Mabel Rauch (Yvonne's friend), the Ebling family, the Eberly 
family, LaK.eshia Green & Family, Viola Jefferson, Tammy Marshall, Aimy McKnight, George Ravel (Penny's 
co-workers), Will Kinkaid (Tremont Rehab.), Yvonne Lewis, Diana Flood, Maria Mootarim (Barbara's co
worker), Cherie Spillane, Sue Powers, Agnes Snead, Mrs. Thelma Winfrey, Patricia Lanning (Donna's mother), 
Jeffrey Godboldte, Derric Burden, Rosalie Moore, John and Damarcus (sons of Penny's co-worker), Joseph 
Harmon, Valerie Phelps, Patricia & Shirley Wilson (mother & daughter), Shania Hunter (Janice's niece), Alex 
Auston, John Haynes, Mike Aten, Vickie Bowers (Pennside), Connie Lantz (Vickie's mother), Shannon 
Hutchinson (Vickie's daughter), Emelie Socha (2 yrs.old), Patricia Stupp and Arlene Speaks (Penny's co
workers) Kiara Delgado (Penny's granddaughter), Katrina Boykin, Eric George, Henry Johnson, Tomishia 
Johnson, Melba Stamm, Dale Brown and Valerie Phelps. 

PRAYFORTHEBEREAVED 

SCRIPTURES 
July 3 2 Kings 5:1-14 
July 10 Amos 7:7-17 
July 17 Amos 8:1-12 
July 24 Hosea 1 :2-10 
July 31 Hosea 11:10-11 

STANDING COMMITTEES 
Christian Concerns -April Coleman 
Christian Education - Alexis Green 
Evangelism- Yvonne Lewis 
Finance - Toni A. Brooks 
Property - Stephen Greer 
Stewardship - Sharon DavisNvonne Lewis 
Worship Committee-Pauline Johnson/Alexis Green 

SESSION 
Pastor- Rev. Laddie J. Benton 
Clerk of Session - Barbara Davis 
Church Treasurer- Toni A. Brooks 
Benevolence Treasurer- Sharon Davis 
Club Fund Treasurer- Winnie J. Burden 
Sunday School - Sharon Davis 

CHOIR REHEARSAL 
No Senior Choir rehearsal during July and August 

Psalm 30 
Psalm 82 
Psalm 52 
Psalm 85 
Psalm 107:1-9, 43 

Galatians 6:(1-6) 7-16 
Colossians 1 :1-14 
Colossians 1:15-28 
Colossians 2:6-15, (16-19) 
Colossians 3:1-11 

BIBLE STUDY- Wednesday 9:30A.M. and 6:30P.M. 

LECTIONARY READINGS 
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 
Luke 10:25-37 
Luke 10:38-42 
Luke 11:1-13 
Luke 12:13-21 

ORGANIZATION 
Men's Fellowship- Oliver Carter 
Pastor's Aid- Toni A. Brooks/Winnie Burden 
Personnel - Stephen Greer 
Presbyterian Women- Alexis Green/LaKeshia Green 

WASIDNGTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH WILL ACCEPT DONATIONS 
FROM ANYONE WHO WOULD LIKE TO HELP WITH OUR MISSIONS. 

"Therefore, there is now no condemnation 
for those who are in Christ Jesus" (Romans 8:1) 



July 2016 * Denotes Birthdays 

Sttoday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

July 1 2 

I Teondre Cooper 11 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
Alexnndrlan Johnson* Bible Study- 6:30 PM Pa•·tbenia Key * 
Rev. Laddie Benton* 

Immigration Sunday Independence Day 

10:00 AM Sunday Newsletter 
Sel"vice Committee Meets 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
Bible Study- 6:30 PM 

Ellzabetll Reese • 
Janice Greer "' 

10:00 AM Sunday 
Service 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
Tiara Tidmore * Bible Study- 6:30 J>M 

Smaller Membership 
Chln-ch 

! 10:00 AM Sunday 
Service 

Joash Chest 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

Parents' Day Bible Study - 6:30 PM Brla••na Gt·een "' Nellemiall Davis " 

Metropolitan/Urban 
Ministry 

10:00 AM Sunday 
Service 

31 
Cl1alecce l,eggues * 

Communion 
I 0:00 AM Sunday 

Service 
- -- --~ --- ----- ---- -- ----... -· - -- - --



I f$ Tricks to Scare Away BUI"glars 
l . Ask for a reference. Before hir~ 

ing anyone, get personal recom
mendations. Even so, don't leave a 
worker alone in your home, even 
for a few minutes. 

Keep your mall out of reach. 
Identity thieves can find a treasure 
trove in your mailbox, so consider 
a locking model. And if you haven't 
gone paperless, remember to shred 
important documents before put
ting them in the trash. 

' I 

Ways to 
Prepare for 
A Disaster 

Fill a fireproof box 
Items should includE 
identification an( 

other important cards, financia 
records, family photos and emer· 
gency cash in small bills. 

Stay well-trimmed. Over- ' Design a disaster plan. 11 
should include whom to contac1 
and where to meet family mem· 
hers in case of an emergency. AI 
family members should know th1 
plan and the numbers to call. 

Cheek the latest tech. There 
are all sorts of new home security 
devices, like doorbells that ring on 
yourcellphone(hketheRing\rtdeo 
Doorbell) and inexpensive, easy
to-install surveillance systems, 
such as the Canary. Get advice at 
your electronics store or read re~ 
views online. 

You can't hide. Crooks know all 
the "secret'' places, so forget about 
hiding your keys around the house. 
Instead, ask a trusted neighbor or 

friend who lives nearby to keep a 
spare set. Or better yet, consider a 
keyless entryway. 

Forget Face book. Resist posting 
pictures of your vacation on social 
media while you're away. Friends 
may not be the only ones reading. 

Don't advertise big buys. An 
empty computer or television 
carton left on the curb is a flag to 
crooks. So drive those big boxes to 
a recycling plant or cut them up. 

·grown shrubbery provides cov
er for thieves, so make sure that 
your house is clearly visible from 
the street. Keep the front of your 
house well-lit. Guard access to 
your backyard. 

Get a virtual pet. Burglars think 
twice when they hear a barking 
dog. If you don't have a pet, get a 
CD of a growling hound. Or put a 
dog bowl by your door. 

Call the police. Some depart
ments have crime-prevention of
ficers who will survey·homes and 
offer security recommendations. 

Know your nei&hbors. It's the 
oldest safety system around, but 
still works like a charm. Ask your 
neighbors to keep an eye on your 
home, and do the same for them. 

Spring Chores to Take care Of 
[v] Dryer Clean the exhaust duct airflow and in turn overwork the and inspected by a certified chim
and space under the dryer, and get furnace, increasing the risk of a ney sweep. 
rid of all dust and lint carbon monoxide leak. 

[V'] Gutters Clean your gutters, 
drains and downspouts, so that 
heavy spring rains can flow freely 
off your roof. 

[tl'] Trees Prune dead branches 
so they don't snap off during fierce 
seasonal winds. 

[V'] Sump pump If you have one 
in your basement, test it to be sure 
it's clean and operable and that the 
outflow is draining properly. 

Make a list. Includ1 
emergency phone num 
hers such as 911. the loca 

fire department, poison control 
and rescue and ambulance ser· 
vices. Keep it in a place when 
you can find it fast-'-like on th1 
refrigerator door. 

Create a go"kit. Pack a·sturd) 
easy-to-carry container, such as : 
backpack or a suitcase on wheel~ 
and keep it in an accessible place 
To find a list of what it should in 
elude, go to ready.govjkit 

Turn off. Know how to shut of 
valv~fur~,o~wa~rmdyou 
home's main electrical supply. Pu 
tags on these valves so you can fin 
them quickly, but have a profes 
sional turn them back on agair 
the Federal Emergency Manage 
ment.Agency warns. 

~ ~ Have food anct wate 
lgJ U handy. Store three day: 

worth of nonperishable food fc 
each family member, plus a ga: 

' Ion of water daily per persot 
[tl'] Fireplace Examine the exte

(tl'] Furnace Replace the air filter rior of the chimney for any signs 
regularly. A dirty one can restrict of damage. Have the flue cleaned 

[tl'] Battery check Make sure all' Canned food, peanut butter an 
your smoke and carbon monoxide energy bars are all good. Impor1 
detectors have new batteries. ant: Don't forget a can opener: [ 

.ARP Bulletin/Real PosslbDitles APRIL 2016 



THE FORUM 

MY COUNTRY ·ns OF THEE, SWEET LAND OF LffiERTY, OF THEE I SING 
LAND WHERE MY FATHERS' DIED! LAND OF THE PILGRlM'S PRIDE! 
FROM EVERY MOUNTAIN SIDE, 
LET FREEDOM RING! 

Let freedom ring this 4th of July 2016 and listen to what it says. That's right! Is it saying sweet 
land of LIBERTY, FREEDOM or home of the BRA VB? Some political pundits are saying you are 
going to have to be brave to stay in these United States. You are going to have to arm yourself for 
protection against all enemies, both foreign and domestic. These are the scare tactics they are using. 
Is this the life we all bargained for? As African-Americans we must be aware that certain politicians 
are "jabbering" venom about various classes of people. Listen keenly as they select people of color for 
derogatory comments. No more Muslims aneeded"; Mexicans are rapists; and "throw that thug" out 
(indicating a black person is present). Some patrons at political rallies are starting fights using heavy
handed tactics to remove ' 'unwanted" persons who are considered ''not welcome." It happens that that 
person is an individual of color. There have been reports of patrons carrying weapons to safeguard the 
potential Presidential candidate. Gun sales have zoomed and more and more of these patrons are 
becoming armed and dangerous. 

As the writer of this column I do not wish to make it a political commentary month after month. 
But with the atmosphere permeating the air waves and television broadcasts it leaves little room to talk 
about much else until after the eiection on November 8, 2016. Maybe it is time for this country to start 
putting "a cap" or time limit on the political rhetoric. Most countries have such a device in place, in 
that you can only campaign between certain dates leading up to Election Day. Personally, I am a 
political junkie and love the "ins and outs" of the system, but this Presidential campaign is just plain 
nasty and ludicrous. More on this in later columns. 

LEHIGH PRESBYTERY NEWS: There is a new season in the Presbyterian Church (USA), as 
noted in the past General Assembly Meeting last month. It is the first time in the history of the church 
that Co-Moderators, two women, were elected. One is a person of color, as is the new Stated Clerk. 
He stated, "We are not dead ... we are alive, we are reforming and we are transforming this world, one 
person at a time." 

I, along with our Minister, Commissioner, Clerk of Session and other members attended the 
recent Presbytery meeting held at Pennside Presbyterian in Mt. Penn. It was well attended by members 
throughout the Lehigh Presbytery. It is my wish that more members should attend, though you do not 
have voting status. Only the Minister and designated Commissioner vote. These meetings do keep you 
abreast of "'what is going on." 

The latest controversy surronnds the First Presbyterian Church of Bethlehem. They wish to leave 
the Presbyterian Church (USA) and join the Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians (ECO) 
established in 2012. This is made up of mostly PC USA members. Bethlehem First is leaving due to 
the controversial stances taken by the mainline denomination in recent years. These liberal positions 
have inspired an exodus of other congregations around the country leading to the departure of 
approximately 500,000 members since 2009. More on this topic at a later date. 

If you wish to attend a Lehigh Presbytery meeting, the next meeting is on Tuesday, September 
27, 2016 at 4:00 PM at College Hill Presbyterian Church, Easton, PA. Come join us! 

Credits: Reading Eagle, Time, NY Times, Lehigh Presbytery News 

2-2K16-4 



LIVING BY PRAYER 

0 GOD OF THE OPEN EAR, 
Teach me to live by prayer as well as by providence 

for myself, soul body, children, family, church; 

Give me a heart frameable to thy will; 

so might I live in prayer, 

and honour thee, 

being kept from evil, known and unknown. 

Help me to see the sin that accompanies all I do, 

and the good I can distil from everything. 
Let me know that the work of prayer is to bring my will to thine, 

and that without this it is folly to pray; 

When I tcy to bring thy will to mine it is to command Christ, 

to be above him, and wiser than he: 

this is my sin and pride. 

I can only succeed when I pray 

according to thy sovereign will. 
When thou commandest me to pray for pardon, peace, brokenness, 

it is because thou wilt give me the thing promised, 

for thy glory, as well as for my good. 

Help me not only to desire small things 

but with holy boldness to desire great things 

for thy people, for myself, 

that they and I might live to show thy glory. 
Teach me that it is wisdom for me to pray for all I have, 

out of love, willingly, not of necessity; 

that I may come to thee at any time, 

to lay open my needs acceptably to thee; 

that my great sin lies in my not keeping the savom of thy 

ways; 

that the remembrance of this truth is one way 

to the sense of thy presence; 

that there is no wrath Like the wrath of being governed 

by my own lust for my own ends. Amen. 


