'C HRISTIAN HERALD
WASHINGTON

PRESBYTERIAN

CHURCH

Rev. Laddie l. Benton Pastor

MARCH 2013 Number 250
MARCH

NEWSLETTER

From the Pastor's Desk
Teaching Elder Laddie J. Benton
WE ARE A CHOSEN PEOPLE
And God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance,
So that by always having enough of everything, you may share
abundantly in every good work.
(2 Corinthians 9: 8 - New Revised Standard Version)

SHARING WITHIN THE COMMUNITY OF FAITH

Dear members and friends of Washington Presbyterian Church (USA),
Since 1949 Presbyterians have joined with millions of other Christians through One Great Hour
of Sharing to share God's love with those in need. Your generous gifts assist those affected by
natural disasters, provide food to the hungry, and assist in helping to empower the poor and
oppressed. Most congregations receive the offering on Passion/Palm Sunday, Easter Sunday, or
both, while many receive it throughout Lent.
Gifts to the One Great Hour of Sharing have helped in places such as Detroit Michigan,
Smithville, Texas; Niger; and Aurora, Colorado. Those most in need are finding hope and help
through the work of Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, the Presbyterian Hunger Program, the
Self-Development of People Program, and their partners in ministry.
I write this to remind you that this is why we continue to give to the One Great Hour of Sharing.
When we give this year, we give in faith, knowing that staff in the three One Great Hour of
Sharing programs will be responding, in Christ's name, to the cries of our sisters and brothers
throughout the year. We trust that they will respond as they did in the wake of Hurricane
Sandy, immediately, directly, and through our partners wherever the emergency occurs.
Just as we trust our One Great Hour of Sharing programs to respond to the needs of our
poorest and hungriest neighbors, those programs can only do so to the extent of our
generosity. I challenge each of you to give your gift to the offering, and to see how giving opens
your heart to God's work in your own life.
YOu~ in Christ,

Teaching Elder Laddie J. Benton, Pastor
STAND UP FOR JESUSI
STAND UP FOR WPCI

SICK, SHUT-INS AND BEREAYED FAMILIES
Harold and Pauline Jackson, Margie Walker, Joan Marshall" Faith Morrison, Nathan and Marquis Phelps, Jean Rudolph, Alfreda
Richardson, Teondre' Morrison ~Cooper, Aaron Randall, Stephen Randall,Joseph Cooper, Claudette Carter (Alberta's daughter),
John Haynes, Viola Jefferson, Freida Carter, Vivian M. Key, Loretta and Ronald Settle (NC), Amber Carter, "Miss Brenda"
(Robert Nelson's friend), Lilliam Rivera, Jordan Johnson, Justin Johnson, Kevin Herring, Larry Riden, Melba Stamm (Keith's
mother), Bobby Scott (Oliver's Brother), Lyndoll Walker (Yvonne's friend), Annie Fisher (an Amish friend), Oliver Carter,
Hazel Black,Demqrik Weglinski~Benton, Julius Weglinski~Benton, Denise Phelps, Shelley Burdine, Denise Wilson, Nathan
Donaldson, Mrs. Bennie Blue (Sharon's friend), LaKeshia Green and family, Ollie Burgess, Le'Tasha Pettit,Carole Harner,
Shona Norris, (Viola Jefferson's niece).
PRAY FORTHEBEREAYED
The family of Tracy Nagle, family of LaKes hi a Green's, 20 year old cousin, the family ofChe' A. Morrison II,grandson of Sharon
Davis, great grandson of Joan Marshall, and the family of Frank Gilyard,
SCRIPTURES:
Marcb 3
Marcb 10
Marcb 17
Marcb 24
Marcb31
STANDING COMMITIEES

Psalm 63: 1-8
Psalm 32:1-5,11
Psalm 143:16-21
Psalm 150:1-6
Psalm 118:14-24

Isaiah 55:1-9
1 Corinthians 10:1-13
Joshua 5:99-12
2 Corinthians 5:16-21
Isaiah 43:16-21
Philippians 3:4b-14
Isaiah 50:4-9a
Philippians 2:5-11
Isaiah 65: 17-25
1 Corinthians 15: 19-26
BmLE STUDY Wednesday 9:30 AM and 6:30 PM

Christian Concerns -Sharon Davis
Christian Education-Alexis Green
Evangelism-Yvonne Lewis
Finance-Toni Brooks
Property-Stephen Greer
Stewardsbip-Sharon DavisNvonne Lewis
Worship Committee-Pauline Johnson/Alexis Green

LECTIONARY READINGS
Luke 13:1-9
Luke 15:1-3,11b-32
John 12:1-8
Luke 22:14-23
John 20:1-18

SESSION
Pastor-Rev. Laddie J. Benton
Clerk of Session-Oliver Carter
Church Treasurer-Toni Brooks
Benevolence TreasJ1re -Oliver Carter
Club Fund Treasurer-Winnie J Burden

ORGANIZATION
Men's Fellowship-Oliver Carter
Pastor's Aid-Toni BrookslWinnie Burden
Personnel-8tephen Greer
Presbyterian Women-AlexisGreenILaKeshia Green
Sunday School-Sharon Davis

CHOIR REHEARSAL

Senior Choir Thursday 6:00 P M-Director-Mrs Janet Anns
Children Choir SlJ.Ilday (after Church Service)--Director-William Kinkaid
Bible Study Wednesday 9:30 A M and 6:30 P M
WEB PAGE FOR WPC; WPC1823.0RG
Washington Presbyterian Church Will Accept Donations
From Anyone Who Would Uke To Help With Our Missions.
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Linguine with Clams
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6 dozen Manila clams or 3-4 dozen
larger hard-shell clams. 4- 5 Ib
(2- 2.5 kg) total, well scrubbed

Clams are a bit tricky to partner with wine, especially if they
are briny. The sattier the clam, the greater the need for a zesty.
tart white that performs the same role as a squeeze of lemon
juice- that is, balances the saltiness with acidity. If you're using
sweeter clams, a complex and 'buttery whit~ wine is appropriate.
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I cup (8 fI oz/250 ml) dry white wine
I Ib (500 g) dried linguine

VI cup (4 fI oz/ 125 ml) extra-virgin
olive oil
4 teaspoons finely minced garlic.
or to taste
pinch of dried oregano (optional)
pinch of red pepper flakes (optional)

VI cup ~ oz/20 g) chopped fresh
flat-leaf (Italian) parsley
ground black pepper to taste
salt to taste
3 tablespoons unsalted butter or
extra-virgin olive oil (optional)

Discard any clams that do not close to the touch. In a large saute pan.
combine the clams and white wine. Place over high heat, cover, and
steam, shaking the pan occasionally. until the clams open. 3-4 minutes
for Manila clams or 5-7 minutes for larger clams. Using a slotted
spoon, transfer the clams to a shallow bowl. Discard any clams that
failed to open. Line a fine-mesh sieve with cheesecloth (muslin). place
over a bowl, and strain the pan juices. If using small clams, you may
leave them in their shells or remove them. but leave them whole. If the
clams are large, let them cool until they can be handled, then remove
the meats from the shells, capturing any juices. Chop the clams into
bite-sized pieces, place in a bowl, and pour the strained juices over them.
Then, pour any captured juices through the lined sieve held over the
bowl holding the clams.
@

® Bring a large pot three-fourths full of salted water to a boil. Add the

pasta, stir well, and cook until al dente (tender, but still firm to the bite),
about 10 minutes or according to package directions.
SERVING TIP: If you leave the clams

in their shells when serving. be stlre
to put I or more large bowls on the
table into which guests can discard
shells as they eat.

® Meanwhile. in the same saute pan over low heat, warm the olive oil.
Add the garlic, oregano (if using). and red pepper flakes (if using) and
saute until warmed through, 1-2 minutes. Add the clams and their
juices and heat through gently. Do not overcook, or the clams will toughen. Add the parsley and a generous amount of black pepper. Season
with salt if the clams are not salty enough, then swirl in the butter or
olive oil, if using.

® Drain the linguine and transfer to a warmed serving bowl. Add the
clam sauce and toss well. Serve at once. .
NUTRITIONAL ANALYSIS PER SERVING: Calories 841 (Kilojoules 30532); Protein 25 g;
Carbohydrates 89 g; Total Fat 39 g; Saturated Fat 10 g; Cholesterol 50 mg; Sodium 445 mg;
Dietary Fiber 3 g
WHITE WINES I Medium-Bodied
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FORGIVENESS

So many times we ask "Why must we forgive"? As children of God we know that
we are to forgive if we want to be forgiven. We often say we forgive but we really don't.
When someone hurts us it seems that forgiveness is the farthest thing from our mind. We
seem to feel that there may be some gratification or satisfaction in making that person pay
for what they have done. We hold onto these hard feelings and think that the person needs
to be punished or hurt like we were.
When we keep remembering these hurts, we deny ourselves the spiritual growth and
happiness that God wants us to experience. We take up valuable space in our hearts and
minds with negative thoughts and this is not what He wants for us. The sad truth is that we
are the only one who loses by not forgiving.
There will always be times when we experience the pain of being hurt by someone
we trusted, but we must move past it. Most times we don't remember what really
happened but we refuse to let go. We need to forgive, not for the sake of the offender, but
for ourselves. If we harden our hearts they will not be open to all the love and joy God has
planned for us.
It is easy to forgive someone you love when they hurt you. The true test of a child of
God however is to forgive your enemy or someone you don't love. Our God is a forgiving
God and since we are made in his image we need to be a forgiving people.

Jesus gave us the perfect example by forgiving us from the cross - CAN WE DO
ANYLESS!
FORGIVE AND FORGET
If I forgive, I must forget,
Or forgive, I never shall do.
Forgiveness is like an unpaid bill
Marked "paid", then torn in two.
No matter the fault, the debt is gone,
I never shall see it again.
Instead, I behold the old rugged cross,
Where Jesus forgave my sin.

(poem from the book "When I'm In His Presence" by Anita Corrine Donihue)

WASHINGTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
WOMENS ASSOCIATION PRESENTS
"PLAQUES FOREVER" SALE
ORDER A 4X6 INCH PLAQUE TO BE DISPLAYED AT WASHINGTON
CHURCH OR IN YOUR OWN HOME TO HONOR, MEMORIALIZE, OR
AS A KEEPSAKE FOR YOU, FAMILY rv1EMBERS, FRIENDS OR THOSE
WHO HAVE COME BEFORE US. A DEPOSIT OF $15.00 MUST
ACCOMPANY ALL ORDERS AND BALANCE OF $10.00 PAID AT TIME OF
PICK-UP. TOTAL COST $25.00. QUESTIONS CALL MISSY AT 610 236-9608.
YOU NEED NOT BE A MEMBER OF OUR CHURCH TO PLACE AN ORDER.
ORDERS WILL BE TAKEN FROM NOW THROUGH JULY 2013. THIS
FORM MAY BE COPIED FOR MULTIPLE ORDERS. THANK YOU FOR
SUPPORTING US.
PLEASE FILL OUT THE ORDER FORM BELOW AND RETURN TO ANY
MEMBER OF WASHINGTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH WOMEN LISTED
BELOW. PLAQUES MAY INCLUDE UP TO 5 LINES OF SCRIPT WITH
ABOUT 32 LETTERS PER LINE. ALL INCLUDE AN ENGRAVED BORDER.

NAME
------------------------------------ADDRESS
---------------------------------PHONE#

-----------------------------------

IS TillS PLAQUE TO BE DISPLAYED AT OUR CHURCH (CIRCLE ONE)?
YES NO .
Please allow 2- 3 weeks. You will be contacted at the number above when
plaque(s) is ready. Print what you want on your plaque below.
Please use one (1) form per order.

Please return this form and your deposit to one of the persons: Alexis Green,
LaKeshia Green, Toni Brooks, Winnie Burden, Yvonne Lewis, Joan Reppert.

THOUGHTS TO PONDER

Verse ofthe Mouth
But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become sons of God,
even to them that believe on his name. John I: 12
***The words in red are Scripture; words in black are the footnotes.

TO THE CHURCH IN SARDIS Revelation 3:1-6
I "To the angel of the church in Sardis write"
These are the words of him who holds the seven spirits of God and the
seven stars. I know your deeds; you have a reputation of being alive, but you are dead. 1 Wake up! Strengthen what
remains and is about to die, for I have not found your deeds complete in the sight of my God.
3:1 The "seven spirits of God" is another name for the Holy Spirit. The seven stars are the messengers, or leaders, of the
churches. The problem in the Sardis church was not heresy, but spiritual death. In spite of its reputation for being
active, Sardis was ingested with sin. Its deeds were evil and Its clothes soiled. The Spirit has no words of commendation
J
for this church that lOOKed so good on the outside but was so corrupt on the inside. NlVLASB
3Remember, therefore, what you have received and heard; obey it and repent. But if you do not wake up, I will come like
a thief, and y ou will not know at what time I will come to you.
D The church at Sardis was urged to obey the Christian truth tJiey had heard when they first believed in Christ, to get back to the
basics of the faith. It is important to grow in our knowledge of the Lord, to deepen our understanding through careful study. But
no matter how much we learn, we must never abandon the basic trust about Jesus. Jesus wiIJ always be God's Son, and his
sacrifice for our sins is permanent. No new truth from God will ever contradict these Bible teachings NIVLASB
oJ Yet you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their clothes. They will walk with me, dressed in white, for they
are worthy. 5He who overcomes will, like them, be dressed in white. I will never blot out his name from the book of life,
but will acknowledge his name before my Father and his angels.
3:5To be "dressed in white' means to be set apart for God and made pure. Christ promises future honor and etemallife to those
who stand finn in the faith. The name of all believers are registered in tl;te book of life. This b90k symbolizes God's knowledge
of who belongs to him. All such people are guaranteed a listing in the book of life and are introduced to the hosts of heaven as
belonging to Christ (see Luke 12:8-9 NNLASB
6He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.
TO THE CHURCH IN PBlLADELPHIA Revelation 3:7-13
7To the angel of the church in Philadelphia write: These are the words of him who is holy and true, who holds the key
of David. What he opens no one can shut, and what he shuts no one can open.
3:7 Philadelphia's residents kept barbarians out of the region and brought in Greek culture and language. The city was destroyed
by and earthquake in A.D. 17, and aftershocks kept the people so worried that most of them lived outside the city limits. The
key of David represents Christ's authority to open the door of invitation into his future kingdom. After the door is opened, no one
can close it- salvation is assured. Once it is closed. no one can open it- judgment is certain. NIVLASB
81 know your deeds. See, I have placed before you an open door that no one can shut. I know that you have little strength,
yet you have kept my word and have not denied my name. 9 I will make those who are of the synagogue of Satan, who
claim to be Jews though they are not, but are liars- I will make them come and fall down at your feet and acknowledge
that 1 have loved you. 10Since you have kept my command to endure patiently, I will also keep you from the hour oftrial
that is going to come upon the whole world to test those who live on the earth.
3:10 Some believe that "I will also keep you from the hour oftrial" means there will be a future time of great tribulation from which
true believers will be spared. Others interpret this to mean that the church will go through the time of tribulation and that God
will keep them strong in the midst of it. Still others believe this refers to times of great distress in general, the church's suffering
through the ages. Whatever the case, our emphasis should be on patiently obeying God no matter what we may face. NIVLASB
II I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take you crown.
3·11 Christians have differing gifts, abilities, experience, and maturity. God doesn't expect us all to be and act the same, but he does
expect us to "hold on" to what we have, to persevere in using our resources for him. The Philadelphians are commended for their
effort to obey (3:8) and encouraged to hold tightly to whatever strength they have. You may be a new believer and feel that your
faith and spiritual strength are little. Use what you have to live for Christ and God will commend you. NNLASB
12 Him who overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. Never again will he leave it. I will write on him
the name of my God and the name of the city of my God, the new Jerusalem, which is coming down out of heaven from
my God; and I will also write on him my new name.
3:12 The new Jerusalem is the future dwelling ofthe people ofGod (21:2). We will have a new citizenship in God's future kingdom.
Everything will be new, pure, and secure. NIVLASB
uHe who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches.
TO THE CHURCH IN LAODICEA Revelation 3:14-22
14 "To the an?el of the church in Laodicea write:
These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the
ruler of God s creation.
Laodicea was the wealthiest of the seven cities, known for its banking industry, manufacture ofwool, and a medical school
that ttroduced eye slave. But the city had always had a problem with its water sup~ly, At one time an aqueduct was built
to bnng water to the city from hot springs. But by the time the water reached the City, it was neither hot nor refreshingly
cool--only lukewarm. The church had become as bland as the tepid water that came into the city NIVLASB
15 I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. I wish you were either one or the other!
315 The {Laodiceans didn't take a stand for anything; indifference bad led to idleness. By neglecting to do anything for Christ,
the church had become hardened and self-satisfied, disgusting than a halfhearted, in-name-only Christian who is self-sufficient.
Don't settle for following God halfway. Let Christ fire up your faith and get you into the action. NIVLASB
16 So, because you are lukewarm-neither hot nor cold-I am about to spit you out of my mouth. 17 You say 'I am rich;

I have acquired wealth and do not need a thing.' But you do not realize that you are wretched, pitiful, poor, blind and ~
naked.
3.17 Wealth, luxury, and ease can make people feel confident, satisfied, and complacent. But no matter how much you possess or
how much money you make, you have nothing if you don't have a vital relationship with Christ. Instead of centering your life I
primarily on comfort and luxury. find your true riches in Christ. NNLASB
lsI counsel you to buy from me gold refined in the fire, so you can become rich; and white clothes to wear, so you can
cover your shameful nakedness; and salve to put on your eyes, so you can see.
3:l8Chnst was showing the Laodiceans that true value was not in material possessions, but in a right relationship with God. Their
possessions and achievements were valueless compared with the everlasting future of Christ's kin gdom. NIVLASB
19Those whom (love I rebuke and discipline. So be earnest, and rellent.
3:19JUSt as the spark of love can be rekindled in marriage, so the Holy Spirit can reignite our zeal for God when we allow him to
work in our hearts. NNLASB
20Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. I anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with him,
and he with me.
3.20 If you find yourselffeeling indifferent to church, to God, or to the Bible, you have begun to shut God out of your life. Leave
the door of your heart constantly open to God, and you won't need to worry about hearing his knock. Letting him in is your only
hope for lasting fulfillment.
Jesus wants to have fellowship with us, and he wants us to open up to him. He is patient and persistent in trying to get through
to us- not breakin& and entering, but knocking. He allows us to decide whetlier or not to open our lives to him. Do you
intentionally keep hiS life-changing presence and power on the other side of the door? NIVLASB
21 To him who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I overcame and sat down with my
Father on his throne. 22 He who has an ear, let him hear what the Silirit says to the churches .
.l:ll At the end of each letter to these churches, the believers were urge(J to listen and take to heart what was written to them.
Althoufdt a different message was addressed to each church, all the messages contain warnings and principles for everyone.
Which Tetter speaks most directly to your church? Which has the greatest bearing on your own spiritual condition at this time?
How will you respond? NNLASB

UNION WITH CHRIST

o Father,
Thou hast made man for the glory of thyself,
and when not an instrument of that glory.
he is a thing of nought;
No sin is greater than the sin of unbelief,
for if union with Christ is the greatest good,
unbelief is the greatest sin,
as being cross to thy command;
I see that whatever my sin is,
yet no sin is like disunion from Christ by unbelief.
Lord" keep me from committing the greatest sin in departing from him,
Tor I can never in this life perfectly obey and cleave to Christ.
When thou takest away my outward blessings, it is for sin,
in not acknowledging that all that I have is of thee,
in not serving thee through what I have,
in making myself secure and hardened.
Lawful blessings are the secret idols, and do most hurt;
the greatest injury is in the having,
the greatest good in the taking away.
In love divest me of blessings that I may glorify thee the more;
remove the fuel of my sin,
and may I prize the gain of a little holiness
as overbalancing all my losses.
The more I love thee with a truly gracious love
the more I desire to love thee,
and the more miserable I am at my want of love;
The more I hunger and thirst after thee
the more I faint and fail in finding thee,
The more my heart is broken for sin,
the more I pray it may be far more broken.
My great evil is that I do not remember the sins of my youth,
nay, the sins of one day I forget the next.
Keep me from all things that tum to unbelief
or lack of felt union with Christ.

