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From the Pastor's Desk 
Teaching Elder, Rev. Laddie J. Benton 

REJOICE IN THE LORD, 0 YOU RIGHTEOUS! 

Honor your Father and your mother, so that your days may 
be long in the land that the Lord your God is giving you. 

(Exodus 20: 12 -New Revised Standard Version) 

HONORING MOTHERS WITHIN THE COMMUNITY OFF AITH 

Dear members and friends of Washington Presbyterian Church (USA): 

One of the most special times of the year is the celebration of Mother's Day. On this day 
children gather to express their love for mothers in special ways. Some ta!ce their mothers out to 
dine and give gifts and cards expressing their love for mothers. Others spend some real quality 
time with mothers who may not be able to go out. While others gather in love and affection to 
remember their mothers who have been "called to a higher service." 

The community of faith honors mothers by recognizing their faith, proving special worship 
services and fellowship. Guest speakers· are invited to speak on the joy and importance of 
motherhood, and emphasis is placed on giving thanks to God for the gift of mothers. 

The church rejoices with mothers who give birth~ bringing forth new life into the home, the 
congregation, and the community of faith. The church lifts up the mothers of the community 
who faithfully endeavor to right the wrongs within the general society. The church gives thanks 
to God, encourages, and prays for .the mothers of the church who live according to Christ's 
teachings, and who seek to bring others into his "fold." 

During this upcoming Mother 's Day (and all days); let us not forget to honor our mothers as 
God has commanded us. Let us continue to shower them with love and giving thanks to God for 
them. Know who our mothers are, even if they have not given birth to any children. God has 
blessed us with many mothers; for it is written in Psalm 113: 9 . .. "He gives the barren woman a 
home, making her the joyous mother of children. Praise the LORD! 

TO GOD BE THE GLORY! 

Your Brother in Christ, 
·"' 
~ 

Laddte J. Benton, Pastor 
STAND UP FOR JESUS! 
STAND UP FOR WPC! 



SICK. SHUT-INS AND BEREAVED FAMILIES 

Margie Walker, Joan~ Teondre Mo.nison-Cooper, CJaudette Carter, Justin Johnson, Kevin Herring, 
Joyce Beckett, Ethel Kinkaid, Linda Hobbs (Pastor's sister), Maljorie McNeil, Daisy Patience, Marie (Flood) 
Rhodes, Monica (Joan Reppert's granddaughter'), Hannah Matthews (Will's mother), Robert Nelson, Sharon 
Lanning (Donna's sister), Maurice Alexander, Mabel Rauch (Yvonne's fiiend), the Ebling family, the Eberly 
famlly, LaKesbia Green & Family, Viola Jefferson, Tammy Marshall, Aimy McKnight, George Ravel (Penny's 
co-workem), Will Kinkaid (Tremont Rehab.), Yvonne Lewis, Diana Flood, Maria Mootarim (Barbara's co
worker), Cherie Spillane, Sue Powers, Agnes Snead, Mrs. Thelma Wmftey, Patricia Lanning (Donna's mother), 
Jeffrey Godboldte, Derric ~ Rosalie Moore, John and Damarcus (sons of Pem1ts co-worker), Joseph 
Harmon, Valerie Phelps, Patricia&. Shirley Wilson (mother & daughter), Sbania Hunter (Janice's niece), Alex 
Auston, John Haynes, Mike Aten, Vickie Bowers (Peonside), Connie Lantz (Vickie's mother), Shannon 
Hutchinson (Vickie's daughter), Emelie So:cba (2 yrs.old), Patricia Stupp and Arlene Speaks (Penny's co
workers) Kiara Delgado (Peony's granddaughter), Donna Jackson, Katrina Boykin, Eric George, Henry 
Johnson, Robert Donnell {Pastor's cousin) and Tomishia Johnson. 

PRAY FOR THE BEREAVED 

SCRIPTURES 
May 1 Acts 16:9-15 
May 8 Acts 16:16-34 
May 15 Acts 2:1-21 or Gen.ll:l-9 
May 22 Proverbs 8:1-4.22-31 
May 29 I Kings 18:20-21(22-29)30-39 

STANDING COMMI1TEES 
Christian Concerns - April Coleman 
Christian Education- Alexis Green 
Evangelism- Yvonne Lewis 
Finance-Toni A. Brooks 
Property- Stephen Greer 

Psalm67 
Psalm97 
Psalm 1 04:24-34,35b 
PsalmS 

Revelation 21:1()-.21:22-25:5 
Revelation 22:12-14,16-17,20-21 
Romans 8:14-17 or Acts 2:1-21 
Romans 5:1-5 

Psa1m96 Galatians 1:1-12 

BWLE STUDY- Wedaesday 9:38A.M. and 6:38P.M. 

LECI10NARY READINGS 
John 14:23-29 or John 5:1-9 
John 17:20-26 

Stewardship- Sharon Davis/Yvonne Lewis 
Worship Committee-Pauline Johnson/ Alexis Green 

John 14:8-17 (25-27) 
John 16:12-15 
Luke 7:1-10 

SESSION 
Pastor- Rev. Laddie J. Benton 
Clerk of Session- Barbara Davis 
Church Treasurer- Toni A. Brooks 
Benevolence Treasurer- Sharon Davis 
Club Fund Treasurer- Winnie J. Bmden 
SundaySchool-ShDonDav~ 

CHOIR REHEARSAL 

ORGANIZATION 
Men's Fellowship-Oliver Carter 
Pastor's Aid-Toni A Brooks/Wmnie Burden 
Personnel- Stephen Greer 
Presbyterian Women- Alexis GreeoiLaKeshia Green 

Senior Choir Thmsday 1:00 P.M.-Director- Mrs. Janet Arms 

WASHINGTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH WILL ACCEPT DONATIONS 
FROM ANYONE WHO WOULD LIKE TO HELP WITH OUR MISSIONS. 

"Ascribe to the Lord the glory due m oame; 
worship the Lord iD the splendor of his holiness." (Psalm 29:2) 



May 2016 * Denotes Birthdays 

Sunday Moaday Tuesday Wedaesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

Mayl 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Bible Study-9:30AM Senior Choir Rehearsal 

Alicia Lee* Bible Study- 6:30 PM 1:00PM 
Older Adalfl Week/ Ascension Day 

Willi Empltuis Nat'L Day of Prayer 
Comm .. lon Holocaust Rernemb. 

10:00 Sunday Service Cinco de Mayo May Friendship Day 
8 9 10 11 u 13 14 

Bible Study - 9:30 AM Senior Choir Rehearsal 
Motlter'• Day Valerie Plaelps * Bible Study- 6:30 PM 1:00PM 

Commualon 
10:00 AM Suaday Worship Committee 1001 Worshiping 

Service Meeta- 9:00 AM Commualties Fair Trade Day 
15 16 17 18 19 20 Z1 

Day of Pettec:ost Destiny Scott • Jadaldss Perry • Bible Study - 9:30 AM Senior Choir Rehearsal Alexis Greea * 
Pent~ost Offering Sbyalre Phelps * Bible Study - 6:30 PM 1:00PM 

Joaab Chest 
10:00 AM Suaday Seastoa Meets 6:30 

I Service PM Armed Forces Day 
ll 23 24 25 26 27 %8 

Trinity Sunday Antonio Burgess • Bible Study - 9:30 AM Senior Choir Rehearsal Sblrley May Towles * 
Preabyterlan Bible Study - 6:30 PM 1:00PM 

Herltap 
Iatere•ltural Cburcb Jesalca Lev11 * 

10:00 AM Sunday 
Service 

19 30 31 

Invitation Suaday 
, 

10:00 AM Sunday 
'----- Servlee _ _____M~morjaiJ~~.l'- - - -~~ ---- -~- ~- -



Cover St~ll' 

Home may be where the heart is. bat It caD also be daDgerous. Around 18,000 Americans 
die every year from accidental injuries in their homes. Almost 38,000 older adults· 

annually are treated in emergency rooms just for tripping over carpets and rugs. To keep 
you secure in your surroundings. we reached out to the nation's leading health and safety 
experts. These simple tips can protect youancl your loved ones and JDaVevaD-70'D"Ufe. 

Lead The situation in Flint. Mich., is 
eiCtreme, but lead in wuu isn't rare: 
Up to20 percent of exposure comes 
from driDkingwab:rtaimed by c:on
tmninatedpipes.Askyourwaterau
thoritytotestyOUrpipes-aDdrepair 
them if necessary. Something you 
can do: ID.sta1l a faucet filter . .Also. 
older homes may contain lead paint 

~by NICK FERRARI 

and dust. A DIY test can detect lead, 
butyou']l need a pro to remove it 

Carbon monoxide This invisible 
gas is a killer. Make sure you have a 
co alarm on eadl iloor. 

Radon This colorless, odorless 
gas is the second leading cause of 

-· ; ~ '. • p .. • 

lung cancer. Test every three years, 
especially if you've made energy
efficient improvements. A tightly 
sealed home increases your risk. 

Mold Mold is bad fortbe respirato
ry and immune systems. Get a DIY 
lcit or hire a professional to detect 
it. Test every three to five years. 

Dust mites These micros 
critters, which are found iJ 
peting and bedding, can agg1 

asthma and allergies. Get I 
allergenic bedding and wash 
quently in hot water. You al~ 
place a pillow in a plastic ba 
put it in the freezer for 24 I 
to kill mites. 

APRtlZ016......, 



coversto17 

A Moves to Make Youa--Bome 
W safe to .. a .. aadkicls · 

Keep meds out of reach. About 
38 percent ofcbild-poisoningcases 
involve grandparents' medications, 
so clear all drugs from countertops, 
tables and drawers. Put a cbild
prooflock on the medicine cabinet. 
Don't forget to watch your purse. 

Banish detergent pods. These 
colorful packets of liquid laundry 
or.dishwashersoap look like candy. 
But they pose "a serious poisoning
risk .to young children," says a study 
in the journal Pediatrics. 

NiX crib clutter. We used to put 
our babies to sleep in a crib with 
bumpers and stuft'ed toys. but clut
ter can be a suffocation hazard. 
TheAmericanAcademyofltediat
rics now says the safest way for a 

H AARPBulletln/RuiPusslbllltJes APRIL2016 

baby to sleep is ABC-alone on her 
back in the crib. 

Make furniture tip-proof. Flat
screen TVs and modem furniture 
are particularly prone to tipping if 
littf~ ones tryto pull themselves up. 

5 OVERLOOKED 
CHOKING HAZARDS 

Mini batteries 

Jewelry 

Refrigerator ma8nets 

Pen caps 

Loose change 

.Attacll anti-tip brackets or straps to 
safely secure these items. And don't 
forget outlet covers, drawer locks, 
stairway gates, and edge and comer 
guards for furniture. 

Watch walkers and wheel
chairs.For kids, they are accidents 
waiting to happen! If you use one, 
make sure to keep a watchful eye 
and let your grandchild know that 
it's not a toy. 

Keep guns under lock and key. 
If you're among the 1 in 3 Amer
icans with a gun, always keep it 
unloaded in a locked cabinet, with 
the ammunition stored separately. 

Beware of old baby gear. The 
used toys and baby equipment you 
saved may no longer be safe. V1Sit 
cpsc.gov to see if the item meets 
current safety rules. 

Be present with your pet. Ac
cording to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention (CDC), 
more than 77,000 children under 
age 10 are treated each year in 
emergency rooms for dog bites. 

Guard pools and drains. If 
you've got a backyard pool or hot 
tub, you likely know to prevent ac
cess with a childproof gate. Butyou 
may not be aware of the danger of 
drains: Suction forces can be pow
erful enough to trap small children 
underwater. 

Watch a// water. Since toddlers' 
heads are heavy in proportion to 
bodies, they can easily be pulled 
down. That's why even an inch of 
~ding water is dangerous. Put 
a childproof lock on the toilet and 
drain bathwater immediately. 

Remembersto~safety.When 

kids are around, use back burners 
and always keep handles of pots 
and pans turned in. 

THE EXPER 

0 
Amy Artuso 

NationaJ~Cou 

• caroline Blazovs 
PrvslclentafMYHealthy 

· ~ 
~ 

Stephen C. Edbe 
Professor Emeritus at 

School of Medicine 

• Marianne H. Gra'V 
Food Safety and lnspe 

Service, USDA 

·(I) 
Rodney Harrell 

AARP liveable 
communities exper 

® 
James McLaughl 

ExecutM! director of the 
Police ChlefsAssoclat 

• Dana Points 
Ecfltor In chief of Patents rr 

·ce 
Ken Willette 

Manaaeratthe Natlona 
Protection Assoclatlc 

Charlotte Yeh, M. 
AARPchlefmedlcal off 



BECOMING FAITHFUL IN PRAYER 

The prayer life for me really came to life when I was a missionary in Brazil Our 
church was a missionary church. It was a small, struggling, storefront congregation. A 
man came to be a part of our church who became a Christian through a Pentecostal 
movement in Brazil. 

He was a wonderful Christian man who had a drug problem. He came to Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil, right out of a drug rehab center. This Pentecostal drug rehab center 
turned that man into a prayer warrior. This is incredible, but it's the truth. He was 
required in that rehab center to spend three hours each day on his lm.ees- from six to 
seven in the mornin~ from twelve to one at lunch, and then from six to seven in the 
evening. 

I remember he told me, "Whether we prayed or not was up to us, but we had to be 
on our knees., And he came to our church- I think the Lord sent him our way- and his 
first question to us was "Why don't you pray?" And we said "Well, we pray. I 
mean ••• you lm.ow." So he said, "Why don't you pray?" And so I would meet him every 
afternoon for an hour of prayer in our little church building. 

And so the two of us would get down on our knees in that little church building, get 
on the concrete floor, and he would rock back and forth on his knees and he would pray. 
He'd say, "Oh Lord equip the church. Lord, equip the church. Equip the church." He'd 
just say it over and over again. He was just so passionate in his prayers. And with time 
that became contagious to me. I think I learned what James means when he says "The 
earnest prayers of a faithful man availeth much." For I saw in him earnest prayers. 

I would love to have a more earnest prayer life. Prayer is the single most difficult 
discipline. I love God and there's something in me that would rather do things for God 
than to talk to God. I'm not by nature a mystical, devotional person. I like to do things. 
And so it's a chaDenge for me to have a faithful prayer life, but I know God loves me and 
Be's not mad at me. He just wishes I would slow down and turn things over to Him. And 
that's what I believe you achieve through prayer. 

God calls me to be faithful, not successful 
The end result is in His hands, not mine! 



THE FORUM 

VOTERS ELECTIONS RESULTS PROGRESS 

Were you a voter on Primary Election Day, April2, 2016? Were you satisfied or dismayed with 
the results? The writer still finds it incomprehensible that only 38% of registered voters cast a ballot 
although this is better than the 21% that voted in the 2012 Primary, yet lower than the 2008 
Presidential Primary. One has to wonder what it takes to get people to vote! Is it the time restraints of 
work, rearing a family, or you just do not wish to vote for the existing candidates so you stay at home. 
If government officials decided to take the vote from you, by devious means, then you would ''raise the 
roof' on why. The taking away of voting privileges is what is happening in some states controlled by a 
Republican Governor and Legislative Branches. They are devising various methods to control your 
constitutional right to vote. These methods include the relocation of polling places out of districts in 
which you live, removing polling places altogether, having less places to vote, causing long lines, 
passing laws to make all voters show an l.D. (identification) card with a photo on it. Also, not allowing 
college students I.D. with photo. This is just preposterous! This, they say, is to prevent fraudulent 
voters, yet they cannot show where any fraud has been committed over the years. I am glad some 
United States Circuit Courts have declared this practice unconstitutional, as has J>een done in 
Pennsylvania under the former Republican Governor. 

In systematic polling of people, prior to voting or exiting polling, this campaign has to be one for 
the history books. In this Presidential run of candidates, the name calling, inn~ndoes, questions of 
impropriety has had a negative effect on how voters rate a candidate. The negative rating of most 
candidates is well above 50%. Can you believe the positive or favorable view of the candidates is 
between 20-30%? How can one make a positive commitment to vote for someone with a positive 
rating that low? It makes you think you have to select a person who is the "lesser of two evils." That 
is not the Democracy the Founding Fathers intended. 

Since this is the first time a woman may be a nominee for the Office of President, this could be a 
chance for the women of this country to spur a drive to elect a woman President. Not just because she 
is a woman but she is qualified by all means and, in many ways, with her government experience. 
Since 1980 more women than men have voted in all Presidential elections. This should give women an 
incentive to go "all out'' and vote. Since 1992 the majority of women have voted Democratic. Also in 
2012, 53% of the voters were women and 55% voted for the current President, Barack Obama This 
November 8, 2016 Presidential General Election could be a watershed event for women and the 
country to elect the first woman President of the United States. It is time to cast your ballot. 

The progress African-Americans have made moving into the 21st century has been phenomenal. 
Let's start with our President and leader of the free world, Barack Obama; the establishment of the 
Martin Luther King Memorial on the Quadrangle of the Reflective Lake in Washington, D.C.; and the 
selection of a black as Ambassador to the United Nations (U.N.). Although other blacks from the U.S. 
have served in high office at the U.N. before this century, i.e., Dr. Ralph Bunche, a first must be noted 
in the Dep3rtment of Justice as Eric Holder became the Chief Law Enforcement Officer of the country. 
Now the latest and big "enchilada" and crown jewel of the future is the placement of Harriet Tubman, 
an ex- slave, on the face of the $20.00 bill. Go Harriet! 

That's all folks! 

Credits: Reading Eagle, USA Today. 

2-2K16-4 



THOUGHTS TO PONDER 
Verse of the Month 

Most men will proclaim every one his own goodness; but a faithful man who can find? Proverbs 20:6 
When all is done renounce your deeds renounce self-righteousness with scorn; 

Thus will you elorify your God. And thus the Christian name adorn. 
The words in red are Scripture be words in black are footnotes. 
THE SHEEP AND THE GOA'{S Matthew 25:31-46 
~~:J I "When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on h is th rown in heavenly 
glor~y . 
.::::;J-46 God will separate his obedient followers from pretenders and unbelievers. The real evidence of our belief is the way 
we act. To treat all persons we encounter as if they are Jesus is no easy task. What we do for others demonstrates what 
we really think about Jesus' words to us-feed the hungry, give the homeless a place to stay, look after the sick. How well 
do your actions separate you from pretenders and unbelievers? NJVLASB 
2~n All the nations wiJJ be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from the other as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats. 
:s:nJesus used sheep and goats to picture the division between believers and unbelievers. Sheep and goats often grazed 
together but were separated when it came time to shear the sheep. NI\TLASB 
2!':3! He will put tbe sheen on hi~ rie;ht and the goats on his left. NIVLASB 
~'~Then the King wiJJ say to those on his right, ' Come, you who are blessed by the Father; take your inheritance 
the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. 
~:34-40 This parable describes acts of mercy we all can do every day. These acts do not depend on wealth, ability, or 
intelligence; they are simple acts freely given and freely received. We have no excuse to neglect those who have deep 
needs, and we cannot hand over this responsibility to the church or government. Jesus demands our personal involvement 
in caring for others' needs Gsaiah 58:7). NIVLASB 
~··J~ For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was 
a stranger and vou invited m~ in. NIVLASB 
;$:J(.l needed clothes and you clothed me~ I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit 
me.• NIVLASB . 
~$:J• "Then tbe righteous will answer him, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you 
something to drink? NIVLASB 
~~=31 When did we see vou a stranger and invite vou in. or needing clothes and clothe vou? NIVLASB 
~x39 When did we see you sick or in prison and 2'0 to visit you?' . NIVLASB _ 
~Nn "The King wiU reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the ]east of these brothers of mine, you 
did for me.' 
~:4o There has been much discussion about the identity of the "brothers." Some have said they are the Jews; other say they 
are all Christians; still others say they are suffering people everywh~re. Such a debate is much like the lawyer's earlier 
question to Jesus, "Who is my neighbor?" (Luke 1 0:29). The point of this parable is not who, but the what--the importance 
of serving where service is needed. The focus of this parable is that we should love every person and serve anyone we can. 
Such love for others glorifies God by reflecting our love for him. NIVLASB 
~;,~r "Then he will say to those on his left, "Depart from me, you who are cursed, into the eterna l fire prepared for 
devil and his angels. l~:~: For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing 
to drink, z ~:H I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick 
and in nrison and you did not look after me.' NIVLASB 
~ "'~· "They also will answer, "Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or needing clothes or sick 
or in prison. and did not help vou?' . NIYLASB 
~~'~f"He wiJI reply, 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one ofthe least ofthese, you did not do for me. ' 
NIVLASB 
z~~~ "Then they will go away to eternal punishment, but the righteous to eternal life." 
.::::46Etemal punishment takes place in hell (the lake of fire, of Gehenna), the place of punishment after death for all those 
who refuse to repent. NIVLASB 

GIVE OF YOUR BEST TO THE MASTER 

Give of your best to the Master, Give of the strength of your youth; Throw your soul's fresh, glowing ardor Into the battle 
for truth. Jesus has set the example-Dauntless was he, young and brave; Give him your loyal devotion, Give him the best 
that you can. 
Give of your best to the Master, Give him first place in your heart; Give him first place in your service, Consecrate evezy 
part. Give, and to you shall be given-God his beloved Son gave; Gratefully seeking to serve him, Give him the best that 
you have. 
Give of your best to the Master, Naught else is worthy his love; He gave himself for your ransom, Gave up his glory above· 
Laid down his life without murmur, you from sin' s ruin to save; Give him your heart•s adoration, Give him the best that 
you have. 



THE DIVJNE WIDLL 

0 Lord, 
I hang on thee; I see, believe, live, 

when thy will, not mine, is done; 
I can plead nothing in myself 

in regard of any worthiness and grace, 
in regard of thy providence and promises, 
but only thy good pleasure. 

If thy mercy make me poor and vile, blessed be thou! 
Prayers arising from my needs are preparations for future mercies; 
Help me to honor thee by believing before I feel, 

for great is the sin ifi make feeling a cause of faith . . 
Show me what sins hide thee from me 

and eclipse thy love; 
Help me to humble myself for past evils, 

to be resolved to walk with more care, 
For if I do not walk holily before thee, 

how can I be assured of my salvation? 

It is the meek and humble who are shown thy covenant, 
lmow thy will, are pardoned and healed, 
who by faith depend and rest upon grace, 
who are sanctified and quickened, 
who evidence thy love. 

Help me to pray iu faith and so find thy will, 
by leaning hard on thy rich free mercy, 
by believing thou wilt give what thou hast promised; 

Strengthen me to pray with the conviction 
that whatever I receive is thy gift, 
so that I may pray until prayer be granted; 

Teach me to believe that all degrees of mercy arise 
from several degrees of prayer, 
that when faith is begun it is imperfect and must grow, 
as chapped ground opens wider and wider until rain comes. 

So shall I wait thy will, pray for it to be done, 
and by thy grace become fully obedient. Amen. 


