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MAY NEWSLETTER

Since there will never cease to be some in need on the earth, I therefore command you,
"Open your hand to the poor and needy neighbor in y our land" {Deuteronomy 15:11}.

From the Pastor's Desk
Rev. Laddie J. Benton
WE ARE AMBASSADORS FOR CHRIST

...Suffer the little children to come unto me,
and forbid them not: for such is the kingdom of God.
(St. Mark 10: 14 - Authorized King James Version)
One of the most discussed subjects about children among parents and teachers centers around
the issue of "bullying." This certainly is not a new issue; there were bullies when I was growing
up, and even before then. Bullies are people who hurt, frighten, or threaten those who are
smaller or weaker (bullies are not necessarily children, but adults also).
In this article, the issue of children bullying children is the focal point. How often do we see or
hear about children who are afraid to go to school because they are being bullied? These
frightened children often have no one to turn to. Sometimes when they try to talk to their
parents about this, the response they receive is...''lf somebody hits you, hit them back!" This
certainly does not help a child who is smaller or weaker than the bully. Even when a child who
is a victim of being bullied, reports it to a teacher; often times the child's cry for help is ignored.
I know of an incident where a young "boy (in elementary school) singled out one of his
classmates and decided to beat him up. Prior to doing so, this bully had a "back-up plan." He
enlisted three of his "boys" to be present just in case the one whom he singled out to beat up,
began to get the best of him. On that point, I should also mention that many bullies are
actually cowards and will only victimize someone when they use the "back-up plan." Just to let
you know, this young boy was suspended from school (after the fact). More importantly, this
child is in need of counseling, discipline, and of course some love and understanding.
Please understand that bullying does not only occur at the schools, but at other places such as
playgrounds, malls, social networks (cyber bullying), and it can even take place at church. There
are no boundaries that bullies will not cross.
Parents: if you notice sudden changes in your child's lifestyle such as not wanting to leave the
house, being constantly late for the school bus, and withdrawal from social activities ...your child
maybe a victim of being bullied. Talk to your child to find out what is going on. If your child is a
victim, seek help and report it to the proper authorities. One way to show love for your child is
to protect her/him from danger (including bullies).
TO GOD BE THE GLORY!
Your Brother in Christ,

/----:7b
.. ~Rev~taddie J. Benton, Pastor
STAND UP FOR JESUS!
STAND UP FOR WPC!

SICK, SHUT-INS AND BEREAVED FAMILIES
Harold and Pauline Jackson, Margie Walker, Joan Marshall, Alex Auston, Jordan Johnson, Donald Lewis, Faith
Morrison, Nathan and Marquise Phelps, Jean Rudolph, Sharon, Davis Kim Alfreda Overton, John Fletcher, Feleicha
Davis, LaKeshia Green, and family, Demerik Weglinski-Benton, Teondre' Morrison-Cooper, Aaron Randall, Stepben
Randall, William (Tune) Davis, Janet Arms, Ruth Jenkins (Barbara Davis' mother), Sylvia Winfrey, Ann Conboy, Josepb
Cooper" Claudette Carter (Alberta's daugbter), Katrina Boykin, (Joan Reppert's niece), John Haynes, Viola Jefferson,
Freida Carter, Denise Wilson, Vivian Key Barbara Davis, Loretta and Ronald Settle (NC), Doris (Toot) Kantner, Amber
Carter, "Miss Brenda" (Robert Nelson's friend), Jeffand Jean and their family, Sylvia Finn, Rev. Shelley Burdine, Vidor
Zorbas (Greece), Lillian Rivera and Joan Crowley (Toni's friend), Justin Johnson, kevin Herring, Larry Riden Melba
Stamm (Keith's mother), Bobby Scott (Oliver's Brother) and Cartier (LaKeshia's nephew).
PRAY FOR THE BEREAVED
,'J

SCRIPTURES:
May 6
May 13
May 20
May 27

Psalm 1:1-6
Psalm 145:1-9
Psalm 146:1-10
Psalm 116:1-7

2 Chronicles 7:11-15
Ads 10:44-48
Acts 1:15-17: 21-26
Ezekiel 37:1-14

1 John 4:7-12
1 John 5:1-6
1 John 5:9-13
Romans 8:22-27

STANDING COMMITTEES

BmLE STUDY Wednesday 9:30 AM and 6:30 PM

Christian Concerns-Sharon Davis
Christian Education-Alexis Green
Evangelism-Yvonne Lewis
Finance-Toni Brooks
Property-8tephen Greer
Stewardship-Sharon DavislYvonne Lewis
Worship Committee-Pauline Johnson/Alexis Green

LECTIONARY READINGS
Mark 11:1-11
Mark 16:1-8
Psalm 3:1-3
Luke 224:36b-48
John 10:11-18

SESSION
Pastor-Rev. Laddie J. Benton
Clerk of Session-Oliver Carter
Church Treasurer-Toni Brooks
Benevolence Treasure -Oliver Carter
Club Fund Treasurer-Winnie J Burden

ORGANIZATION
Men's Fellowship-Oliver Carter
Pastor's Aid-Toni BrookslWinnie Burden
Personnel-Stephen Greer
Presbyterian Women-AlexisGreenlLaKeshia Green
Sunday School-Sharon Davis

CHOIR REHEARSAL

Senior Choir Thursday 6:00 P M-Director-Mrs Janet Arms
Children Choir Sunday (after Church Service)-Director-William Kinkaid

REBA TEMPLETON ENRiCHMENT CENTER
Activities include: Reading, Comprehension, Computer Skills, Problem Solving, Journalism, Fun, Crafts and
Games
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17
Senior Choir Rehearsal
Hazel Black ..
Jadakiss Perry ..
Shyaire Phelps ..
Ascension of the Lord
24
Senior Choir Rehearsal
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Berks Heim-Family
Get Together
25
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Jessica Levan ..
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MAY OBSERVANCES
MOTHER'S DAY
Origin of Mother's Day

The custom of honoring mothers goes back at least as far as 17th century England, which celebrated (and
still celebrates) Mothering Sunday.
Mother's Day in the United States originated in 1872 with Julia ard Howe, a writer
".
abolitionist, and suffragist who wrote the words to "Battle Hymn of the Republic." In 1911, President Woodrow Wilson made it a national holiday. In 2012, Mother's Day will be
celebrated on May 13.
ASCENSION

Ascension, name usually given to the departure of Jesus from earth as related in the Gospels
according to Mark (16) and Luke (24) and in Acts 1:1-11. The annual commemoration of this is one of the
principal feasts in most Christian churches. Ascension Thursday, as it is called,
occurs on the 40th day after Easter, being the Thursday of the sixth week, of Easter. In early
English usage this festival was known as Holy Thursday.
PENTECOST

Pentecost (pen'tukost) [key][Gr.,=fiftieth], important Jewish and Christian feast. The Jewish feast
of Pentecost, in Hebrew Shavuot, the Feast of Weeks, one of the three pilgrimage festivals, arose as the
celebration of the closing of the spring grain harvest, which began formally in Passover 50 days prior. There
are numerous references to it in the Bible. From Rabbinic times, the festival commemorates the giving of the
law to Moses at Mt. Sinai.
On the Pentecost after the resurrection of Jesus (50 days from the Passover in which He was crucified), the
Holy Spirit, according to the Acts of the Apostles, descended on the disciples in the form of tongues of fire
accompanied by the sound of a rush of wind, and gave them the power of speaking in such a way that people
of different languages could understand them. The Christian feast of Pentecost is an annual commemoration
of this event, and it is solemnly observed as the birthday of the church and the feast of the Holy Spirit.
In ecclesiastical calendars Pentecost is the seventh Sunday after Easter and closes Eastertide. In the Western
Church there are special observances, e.g., a penitential vigil, and in ancient times neophytes were baptized
at this time. From the white garments of these converts comes Whitsunday, an English name for Pentecost.
The great liturgical Latin hymns Veni Creator Spiritusand Vent Sanae Spirituswere composed for Pentecost.
The Sunday after Pentecost is Trinity Sunday, until Advent the weeks are counted from Pentecost or Trinity.
MEMORIAL DAY

Mem rial Day originated in 1868, when Union General John A. logan designated a day in which the
graves of Civil War solders would be decorated.
Know as Decoration Day, the holiday was changed to Memorial Day within twenty years becoming a holiday
dedicated to the memory of all war dead. It became a federal holiday in 1971, and is now observed on the
last Monday of May.
There is also a Confederate Memorial Day, which is celebrated on various days in spring in some of the
southern states.

CHRISTLIKENESS
Father of Jesus,
Down returns,
But without Thy light within no outward light can profit:
Give me the saving lamp of Thy Spirit that I may see Thee,
the God of my salvation, the delight of my soul,
rejoicing over me in love.
I commend my heart to Thy watchful care.
for I know its treachery and power;
Guard its every portal from the wily enemy,
Give me quick discernment of his deadly arts,
Help me to recognize his bold disguise as an angel of light,
and bid him begone.
May my words and works allure others to the highest walks
of faith and love!
May loiterers be quickened to greater diligence by my example!
May worldlings be won to delight in acquaintance with Thee!
May the timid and irresolute be warned of coming doom
by my zeal for Jesus!
Cause me to be .a mirror of Thy grace,
to show others the joy of Thy service,
May my lips be well-tuned cymbals sounding Thy praise,
Let a halo of heavenly-mindedness sparkle around me
and a lamp of kindness sunbeam my path.
Teach me the happy art of attending to things temporal
with a mind intent on things eternal.
Send me forth to have compassion on the ignorant and miserable.
Help me to walk as Jesus walked,
my only Saviour and perfect model,
His mind my inward guest,
His meekness my covering garb.
Let my happy place be among the poor in spirit,
my delight the gentle ranks of the meek.
Let me always esteem others better than myself,
and fmd in true humility and heirdom to two worlds.
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SafetyCare's

EMTWatch

• Wristwatch and pendant is stylish, lightweight and comfortable to wear
• Swiss designed medical alert transmitter is available as a wristwatch (left)
or a pendant (right)
• LED light is activated in red on the watch front indicating
to the user that the emergency button has been activated
• 750 foot line-of-site range; 350 foot range in home
• Transmitter is waterproof
• Base station doubles as a hands-free speaker phone
• Base station's rechargeable backup battery works at least
24 hours in the event of a power outage
• Capable of monitoring up to 5 transmitters
• Easy to program over the phone or remotely by a SafetyCare
certified technician
• Base station has the capability to call SafetyCare's 24/7 EMT
staffed Response Center
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SafetyCare Technologies, UC • 2503 Kutztown Road • Reading, PA 19605
800-483-0888 . Fax: 610-929-0738
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THE PROMISES OF SPRING
Oh Lord, I love to ponder
About the promises of Spring.
I think about the hope and joy
And the beauty that it brings.
My heart overflows with happiness
Knowing the earth will be revived,
'And everything that is barren
Will soon come alive.
I anticipate the green of
That will brighten Mother
I picture all the colorful
That will burst forth with

Spring
Earth.
flowers
birth.

Oh Lord, how good You are to me You have thought of everything;
Even Your death and resurrection
Are symbolized through the Spring.
Let all of the joy into my heart,
Fill it with faith anew
And know that I am grateful
For the springtime gifts' from You
By Shirley Hile Powell

Praise the Lord, for the
Lord is good; sing praise to
His name, which we love.
PSALM 135:3

a

A THOUGHTS TO PONDER
Verse of the Month

With good will doing service as to the Lord, and not to men. Ephesians 6:7.
Then murmur not, if toils obscure, and thorny paths be thine;
To God be true-tbey shaD secure, the joy of life divine.
REN OF LIGHl'
~ltlNG
~ eslans : 7- :
.
..
.
17 0 I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you must no longer live as the Gentiles do, m the futilIty of their
thinking. 18 They are darkness in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that
is in them due to the hardening of their hearts.
Living "in the futility oftheir thinking" refers to the natural tendency of human beings to think their way away
from God. Intellectual pride, rationalizations, and excuses all keep people from God. Don't be surprised if
people can't grasp the gospel. The gospel will seem foolish to those who forsake faith and rely on their own
understanding. NIVLASB
17.24 rr People should be able to see a difference between Christians and non-Christians because of the way
Christians live. We are to live as children of light(5:8). Living the Christian life is a process. Although we have
a new nature, we don't automatically think all good thoughts and express all right attitudes when we become
new people in Christ. But if we keep listening to God, we will be changing all the time. As you look back over
last year, do you see a process of change for the better in your thoughts, attitudes, and actions? Although change
may be slow. it comes as you trust God to chane;e you. NIVLASB
19 Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity,
with a continual lust for more.
20 You, however, did not come to know Christ that way. 21 Surely you heard of him and were taught in him and were
taught in him in accordance with the truth that is in Jesus. 22 You were taught with regard to your former way of live,
to put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; 23 to be made new in the attitude ofyour minds;
14 and to put on the new self. created to be like God in true righteousness and holiness.
22-24rrOur old way of life before we believed in Christ is completely in the past. We should put it behind us like
old clothes to be thrown away. This is both a once-for-all decision when we decide to accept Christ's gift of
salvation (2:8-10) and also a daily conscious commitment. We are not to be driven by desire and impulse. We
must put on the new role, head in the new direction and have the new way ofthinking that the Holy Spirit gives.
NIVLASR
2S Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all members of one
body.
Lying to each other disrupts unity by creating conflicts and destroying trust. It tears down relationships and
leads to open warfare in a church. NIVLASB
26 "In your anger do not sin": Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, nand do not give the devil a foothold.

Af FHJ!iV

The Bible doesn't tell us that we shouldn't feel angry, but it points out that it is important to handle our anger
properly. If vented thoughtlessly, anger can hurt others and destroy relationships. If bottled up inside, it can
cause us to become bitter and destroy us f om within. Ifwe nurse our anger, we will give Satan an opportunity
to divide us. NIVLASB
28 He who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with his own hands, that he
may have something to share with those in need.
29 Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according
to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 30And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were
sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every
form of malice. 32Be kind and compassionate to one another. forgiving each other. just as in Christ God forgave you.
28-32rr We can grieve the Holy Spirit by the way we live. Paul warns us against unwholesome language, bitterness,
improper use of anger, brawling, slander, and bad attitudes toward others. Instead we should be forgiving,just
as God has forgiven us. NIVLASB
30 rr The Holv Spirit within us is a seal or 2uarantee that we belong to God.
32rr This is Christ's law of forgiveness as taught in the Gospels (Matthew 6:14-15; 18:35; Mark 11:25). We also
see it in the Lord's Prayer-"forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors." God does not forgive
us because we forgive others, but solely because of his great mercy. As we come to understand his mercy,
however, we will want to be like him. Having received forgiveness, we will pass it on to others. Those who are
unwilling to forgive have not become one with Christ, who was willing to forgive even those who crucified him
Luke 23:32 ). NIVLASB

Ephesians 5:1-20
I Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children 1 and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave
himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God.
Just as children imitate their parents, we should imitate Christ. His ~reat love for us led him to sacrifice himself
so th~'t we might live. Our love for others should be of the same kind- a love that goes beyond affection to selfsacrificinl:, service. NIVLASB
J But among you there must not be even a hint of sexual immorality, or of any kind of impurity, or of greed, because
these are improper for God's holy people. 4 Nor should there be obscenity, foolish talk or coarse joking, which are out
of place. but rather thanksgiving.
Obscenity and coarse joking are so common that we begin to take them for granted. Paul cautions, however,
that improper language should have no place in the Christian's conversation because it docs not reflect God's
gracious presence in us. How can we praise God and remind others of his goodness when we are speaking
coarsell,'? NIVLASB
6For of this you can be sure: No immoral, impure or greedy person- such a man is an idolater- has any inheritance in
the kingdom of Christ and of God. 6Let no one deceive you with empty words, for because of such things God's wrath
comes on those who are disobedient. 7 Therefore do not be partners with them.
Paul is not forbidding all contact with unbelievers. Jesus taught his followers to befriend sinners and lead them
to him (Luke 5:30-32). We must befriend unbelievers if we are to lead them to Christ, but we must be wary of
those who are viciously evil, immoral, or opposed to all that Christianity stands for. Such people are more likely
to influence us for evil than we are likely to influence them for good. NIVLASB
8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light" (for the fruit of the light
consists in all goodness. righteousness and truth).
As children of light, your actions should reflect your faith. You should live above reproach morally so that you
will reflect God's goodness to others. Jesus stressed this truth in the Sermon of the Mount (Matthew 5:15-16
NIVLASB
IOAnd find out what pleases the Lord. 11 Having nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose
them. n For it is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret. 1.l But everything exposed by the light
becomes visible, 14 for it is light that makes everything visible. This is why it is said:
"Wake up, 0 sleeper,
rise from the dead,
and Christ will shine on you. "
uBe very careful, then, how you live-not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the most of every opportunity, because the
days are evil.
By saying, "the days are evil," Paul was communicating his sense of urgency because of evil's pervasiveness. We
need the same sense of urgency because our days are also difficult. We must keep our standards high, act wisely,
and du ood whenever we can. NIVLASB
17 Therefore do not be foolish, but understand what the Lord's will is. 18 Do not get drunk on wine, which leads to
debauchery. Instead. be filled with the Spirit.
Getting drunk with wine is associated with the old way of life and its selfish desires. In Christ we have better
joy, higher and longer lasting, to cure our depression, monotony, or tension. We should not be concerned with
how much of the Holy Spirit we have, but how much of us the Holy Spirit has. Submit yourself daily to his
leadin" and draw constantlv on his power. NIVLASB
19Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Sing and make music in your heart to the Lord, 20always
giving thanks to God the Father for everything, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.
When you feel down, you may find it difficult to give thanks. Take heart-in all things God works for our good
if we love him and are called according to his purpose (Romans 8:28). Thank God, not for your problems, but
for the strength he is building in you through the difficult experiences of your life. You can be sure that God's
perfect love will see vou through. NIVLASB

I'LL LIVE FOR HIM
My life, my love 1 give to Thee, Thou Lamb of God who died for me; 0 may 1 ever faithful be, My Savior
and my GocH I now believe Thou dost receive, For Thou hast died that I might live; And now hence-forth
I trust in Thee, My Savior and my God! 0 Thou who died on Calvary To save my soul and make me free,
111 consecrate my /ife to Thee, My Savior and my God. 111 live for Him who died for me, How happy then
my life shall be! 111 live for Him who died for me My Savior and my God.

