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12ord, make me an instrument

ot Your peace.
Where there is hatred,
let m e sow love.
Where there is iniury, pardlJn,
Where there

is doubt, laith.

Where there is despair, hope,
Where there is darkness, light.
and where there is
sadness. ioy.

o 2:>ivine Master, grant that

<g may not so much seek
to be consoled, as to console;
CCo be understood,
as to understand;
CCo be loved, as to love;
c.Jor it is in giving that we
receivefit is in pardoning ' that w e are

pardoned;
,find it is in dying that we are
born to eternal li6e.

From the Pastors Desk
Teaching Elder Laddie J. Benton
YOU BELONG TO CHRIST
There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free,
there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.
(Galatians 3: 28 - New Revised Standard Version)

SELF-WORTH WITHIN THE COMMUNITY OF FAITH

Dear members and friends of Washington Presbyterian Church (USA),
Have you ever felt that you were being looked down on because of the color of your skin or
your gender? What about the teens within our society? People point out that many boys wear
their pants so low that their underwear, and certain parts of their bodies can be seen. Surely,
this is a sign of low self-esteem. Right?
The United States prides itself on the notion of freedom, justice, and equality for all. Yet
women as a whole make less money for doing the same jobs as men. People are still
discriminated against because of their race or religion. The rich often times accuse the poor of
being lazy and seeking "entitlements" that they do not deserve. All of these things can cause
people to believe they that are worthless.
This should not be the case within the community of faith. I am sad to say, that even the
community offaith has some growing-up to do. Nevertheless, in Christ there are no
distinctions. Jews and gentiles, slave or free, male and female; all can come to Christ, who
makes no distinction. Christ does not distinguish between rich and poor, race or nationality,
nor be they slaves or free. Believers who are baptized in Christ receive salvation. No, salvation
does not eliminate earthly discriminations. However, it stresses unity in Christ among humankind rather than division. When Christ returns there will no longer be racial distinctions,
national boundaries, sexual discrimination, and all bigotry will fade away. As the community of
faith proclaims its' self-worthiness; it must also remember how it came to be ... "for in Christ
Jesus you are all children of God through faith." (Galatians 3: 26)

To God Be The Glory/

Teaching Elde

ddie J. Benton, pastor

STAND UP FOR JESUSI
STAND UP FOR WPCI

SICK, SHUT-INS AND BEREAVED FAMILIES
Marjorie Walker, Joan Marshall, Nathan and Marquis Phelps, Alfreda Richardson, Faith Morrison, Teondre' MorrisonCooper, Aaron Randall, Stephen Randall, Joseph Cooper, Claudette Carter (Alberta's daughter), John Haynes, Viola Jefferson,
Freida Carter, Loretta and Ronald Settle (NC), Amber Carter, Lilliam Rivera, Jordan Johnson, Justin Johnson, Kevin Herring,
Melba Stamm (Keith's mother), Bobby Scott (Oliver's brother), Oliver Carter, Demerik Weglinski-Benton, Julius WeglinskiBenton, Shelley Burdine, Denise Wilson, Nathan Donaldson, Mrs. Bennie Blue (Sharon's friend), LaKeshia Green and family),
Andrew Rushton, Joyce Beckett, Sally Kahl (April's friend), Ann Conboy, Henry Langston, Dean Reifsnyder, Ethel Kinkaid,
Stephanie Mitchell, James Gravett (Pastor's friend) and Linda Hobbs (Pastor's sister), Ruth Jenkins (Barbara Davis' mother),
Lee H. McNeil and Marjorie McNeil, Ann Gilmer, Daisy Patience, Martha Richards(Keith Stamm's mother-in-law Manor Care
at Laureldale», Marie (Flood) Rhodes. M. Vivian Key is in Manor Care - Sinking Spring, and Janice Washington (Alicia Lee's
mother), Evelyn Key.
PRAY FOR THE BEREAVED
The families of: Harold Headen (Linda Benton's Uncle). Madeline Winegan (Barbara Davis' Aunt), and "Baby Weston
Martinez" (friends of Penny and Janice).
SCRIPTURES
May 4
May 11
May 18
May 25

Acts 2:14a,16-21
Acts 2:42-47
Acts 7:55-60
Acts 17:22-31

Psalm 116:1-4,12-19
Psalm 13:1-6
Psalm 31:1-5,15-16
Psalm 16:1-11

I
I
I
I

Peter I: t 7-23
Peter 2: 19-25
Peter 2:2-10
Peter 3: 13-22

BmLE STUDY Wednesday 9:30 A.M. and 6:30 P.M.

STANDING COMMITTEES
Christian Concerns -April Coleman
Christian Education-Alexis Green
Evangelism-Yvonne Lewis
Finance-Toni Brooks
Property-Stephen Greer
Stewardship-Sharon DavisNvonne Lewis
Worship Committee-Pauline Johnson/Alexis Green

LECTIONARY READINGS
John II: 1-45
Matthew 26: 14-27
Matthew 28: I-I 0
John 20: 19-31

ORGANIZATION
Men's Fellowship-Oliver Carter
Pastor's Aid-Toni Brooks/Winnie Burden
Personnel-Stephen Greer
Presbyterian Women-Alexis GreenlLaKeshia Green

SESSION
Pastor-Rev. Laddie J. Benton
Clerk of Session-Oliver Carter
Church Treasurer-Toni Brooks
Benevolence Treasurer -Oliver Carter
Club Fund Treasurer-Winnie J. Burden
Sunday School-Sharon Davis

CHom REHEARSAL
Senior Choir Thursday 1:00 P. M.-Director-Mrs. Janet Arms
Youth Choir (after Sunday Church Service)-Director-William Kinkaid

WPC WEB PAGE:

WPC1823.0RG

Washington Presbyterian Church Will Accept Donations
From Anyone Who Would Like To Help With Our Missions.
Ascribe to the Lord the glory due his name;
worship the Lord in the splendor of his holiness.
The Lord gives strength to his people;
the Lord blesses his people with peace.
Psalm 29:2,11.
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

1

Friday

2

Saturday

3

I
I

Senior Choir Rehearsal
Alicia Lee *

National Day of
Praver

4

5

6

7

Bible Study - 9:30 AM
Bible Study - 6:30 PM

Older Adult Week
Begins

8
Senior Choir Rehearsal

13

14

15

Bible Study - 9:30 AM
Bible Study - 6:30 PM

Senior Choir Rehearsal

21

22

Mother's Day
Communion
10:00 AM Sunday
Service

20

Destiny Scott *

Jadakiss Perry
Shyaire Phelps

23

24

Alexis Green

Senior Choir Rehearsal
Antonio Burgess *

*
National Marine Day

Session meets-7:30PM

26
Jessica Levan *

27

28

Shirley May Towles *

Bible Study - 9:30 AM
Bible Study - 6:30 PM

29

30

Senior Choir Rehearsal

Presbyterian
Heritage
10:00 AM Sunday
Service

17

Memorial Dav

*
*

Armed Forces Day
Bible Study - 9:30 AM
Bible Study - 6:30 PM

Victoria Day
(Canada)

25

*

Fair Trade

16

Worship Committee
Meets - 9:00 AM

19

10:00 AM Sunday
Service
Joash Chest

Valerie Phelps

VEDav

12

18

10
Fund raiser-Pre
Mother's Day
Breakfast

Communion
10:00 AM Sunday
Service
11

May Friendship Day

9

Ascension Dav

31
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BREAKFAST

The women of Washington Presbyterian Church are hosting a
Pre-Mother's Day Breakfast and you're invited!

a
ADULTS
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SATURDAY, MAy 10, 2014

8AM-12PM

$71 CHILDREN (10 YRS AND

YOUNGER)

$4 1SENIORS $5

WASHINGTON PRESBYfERIAN CHURCH
715 N 10TH STREET READNG, PA 19604
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Serving lIeat in" or lltake out"
breakfasts with hearty portions so
bring your appetite - and family and
friends!
CREAMED CHIPPED BEEF
FRIED POTATOES
TOAST
CHOICE OF BEVERAGE (COFFEE, TEA OR

r io)

-,

c

JUICE)

Street parking is available.

PLEASE CONTACT ANY WASHINGTON PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH MEMBER FOR TICKETS AND MORE INFORMATION.
P: (484) 525-0791 IE: WPCFUNDRAISER@GMAll..COM
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THE SPIRIT AS TEAt ER

o God the Holy Spirit,
That which I know not, teach thou me,
Keep me a humble disciple in the school of Christ,
learning daily there what I am in myself,
a fallen sinful creature,
justly deserving everlasting destruction;
o let me never lose sight of my need of a savior,
or forget that apart from him I am nothing, and can do nothing.
Open my understanding to know the Holy Scriptures;
Reveal to my soul the counsels and works of the blessed Trinity;
Instil into my dark mind the saving knowledge of Jesus;
Make me acquainted with his covenant understandings
and his perfect fulfillment of them,
that by resting on his finished work
I may find the Father's love in the Son,
his Father, my Father,
and may be brought through thy influence
to have fellowship with the Three in One,
o lead me into all truth, thou Spirit of wisdom and revelation,
that I may know the things that belong unto my peace,
and through thee be made anew.
Make practical upon my heart the Father's love
as thou hast revealed it in the Scriptures;
Apply to my soul the blood of Christ, effectually, continually,
and help me to believe, with conscience comforted,
that it cleanseth from all sin;
Lead me from faith to faith,
that I may at all times have freedom to come to a reconciled
Father,
and may be able to maintain peace with him
against doubts, fear, corruptions, temptations.
Thy office is to teach me to draw near to Christ with a pure heart,
steadfastly persuaded of his love,
in the full aSSl!rance of faith.
Let me never falter in this way. Amen.

CRUSHED BUT STILL GIVING

Ray and Jan loved their work as citywide Christian youth directors. Their
group had grown by leaps and bounds. Teenagers one by one accepted Christ.
Lives were changed because of Ray and Jan's faithful service in the Lord. Lasting
friendships developed.
One afternoon everything took a different turn when a "well-meaning"
woman saw Ray in a local restaurant with a lady other than his wife. She
witnessed him gazing lovingly at the woman and holding her hands across the
table.
Rumors spread like wildfire before Ray and Jan ever knew what was
happening. So far no one confronted the couple. Instead, the gossip intensified.
Finally, as news reached the citywide Christian Youth Board of Directors,
the stories had blown way out of proportion. A meeting was called. Ray and Jan
were requested to appear before the board. The board members confronted Ray
and Jan with the story. The couple was shocked and hurt.
Ray confirmed the dinner and his love for the woman. After all, she was his
sister. She had arrived in town for only a couple of hours. Jan had to work
overtime, so Ray had taken his sister out to dinner. His sister was leaving for the
mission field, and Ray wouldn't see her again for two years. The board assured
them of their support and prayers.
After Ray and Jan went home, Ray changed into old clothes. He decided to
take his anger and frustration out on the yard. He jerked and tore at the weeds. He
hacked at the dirt, muttering angrily as he worked. Next came the rose bushes.
Ray pruned haphazardly at the dead rosebuds, vowing to strike back at the
talebearers for hurting him and his wife in such a cruel way. The shears reached
too far and lopped off a beautiful multicolored rose. Ray gathered up the flower.
Hot tears flowed as he angrily crushed it in a clinched fist. He felt he and his wife
had been crushed in the same way.

"How could they, God?" he sobbed aloud. "After all we've done for the
kids in this town!"
Cool moisture filled his hand. Ray remembered how Jesus had been
mistreated. Jesus never struck back. He just kept loving and giving. Ray hung
his head. As he held the flower, a sweet fragrance from the crushed petals filled
his nostrils.
He sensed God urging him to not strike back, but for lan and him to keep
giving and loving. Ray felt a strange peace. God would defend the couple.
Teenagers stepped forward and told Ray's story wherever they went.
Ministers called Ray and Jan, saying they would not only pray, but would tell their
churches the real story.
Before long, the honorable story spread throughout the city. People from all
over asked forgiveness for believing and spreading such rumors. The Christian
Youth Board rejoiced, glad for believing in the couple's integrity. The woman
who started it all tried to explain herself and shifted her interests elsewhere. Ray
and Jan forgave her anyway.
Ray and Jan learned a valuable lesson: to trust God at all times, to love and
forgive. They decided that in all circumstances, even when crushed, they would
follow Christ's example and k;eep on giving in His Service.

From The Word - Isaiah 53:5
But he was pierced for our transgressions,
he was crushed for our iniquities;
the punishment that brought us peace
was upon him,
and by his wounds we are healed.
Taken from the book - "When I'm In His Presence"

mOUGHT TO PONDER

Verse of the Montb
And wisdom and knowledge sball be tbe stability of tby times,
and strengtb of salvation. lsaiab 33:6
Open my ears that I may hear,
Voices oftrutb tbou sendest dear:
Wbile tbe wave notes fall on my ear,
Everytbing faJse will disappear.

Scripture is in red letter~; footnotes are in black letters

FREEDOM FROM HUMAN REGULATIONS THROUGH un WITH CHRIST Colossians 2 :~15
2 1>- So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live in him, 7 rooted and built up in him,
strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.
1:" 1 Receiving Christ as Lord of your life is the beginning of life with Christ. But you must continue to follow
his leadership' by being rooted, built up, and stren~ened in the faith. Christ wants to guide you and help you
with your datly problems. You can live for Christ by (1) committing your life and submitting your will to him
(Romans 12: 1-2); (2) seeking to learn from him, his life and teaching(3 : 16); and (3) recognize the Holy Spirit's
power in you (Acts 1:8; Galatians 5:22).
17 Paul uses the illustration of our being rooted in Christ. Just as plants draw nourishment from the soil through
their roots, so we draw our life-giving strength from Christ. The more we draw our strength from him, the less
we will be fooled by those who falsely claim to have life's answers. If Christ is our strength, we will be free
from Human regulations. NIVLASB
l;8 See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends on
human tradition and the basic principles of this world rather than on Christ. 9 For in Christ all the
fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form, 10 and you have been given fullness in Christ, who is the head
over every power and authority. II In him you were also circumcised, in the putting off of the sinful
nature, not with a circumcision done by the hands of men but with the circumcision done by Christ, 12
having been buried with him in baptism and raised with him through your faith in the power of God,
who raised him from the dead.
=8 Paul writes against any philosophy of life based only on human ideas and experiences. Paul himself was a
gifted philosopher, so he is not condemning philosophy. He is condemning teaching that credits humanity, not
Christ, with being the answer to life's problems. That approach becomes a false religion. There are many manmade approaches to life's problems that totally disregard God. To resist heresy you must use your mind, keep
your eyes on Christ, and study God's Word. NIVLASB
l.9Agam Paul asserts Christ's deity. ' In Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in bodily form" means that all
of God was in Christ's human body. When we have Christ we have everything we need for salvation and right
living. NIVLASB
1 10 When we know Jesus Christ, we don't need to seek God by means of other religions, cults, or unbiblical
philosophies as the Colossians were doing. Christ alone hold the answers to the true meaning of life, because
he is life. Christ is the unique source ofknowledge and power for the Christian life. No Christian needs anything
in addition to what Christ has provided to be saved. We are complete in him. NIVLASB
6 II Jewish males were circumcised as a sign of the Jews' covenant with God (Genesis 17:9-14). With the death
of Christ, circumcision was no longer necessary. So now our commitment to God is written on our hearts, not
our bodies. Christ sets us free from our evil desires by a spiritual operation, not a bodily one. God removes the
old nature and gives us a new nature. NIVLASB
2 11.1 2 In this passa~e, circumcision is related to baptism; therefore, some see baptism as the New Testament sign
of the covenant, IdentifYing the person with the covenant community. Baptism parallels the death, burial, and
resurrection of Christ, and it also portrays the death and burial of our sinful old way of life followed by
resurrection to new life in Christ. Remembering that our old sinful life is dead and buried with Christ gives us
a powerful motive to resist sin. Not wanting the desire of our past to come back to power again, we can
consciously choose to treat our desires as if they were dead. Then we can continue to enjoy our wonderful new
life with Christ (see Galatians 3 :27 and Colossians 3: 1-4) NIVLASB
2:13 When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive
with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, 14 having canceled the written code, with its regulations, that was
against us and that stood opposed to us; he took it away, nailing it to the cross. Isand having disarmed
the owers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphin over them by the cross.

2:13-15
fore we believed in Christ, our nature was evil. We disobeyed rebel ed, and ignored God (even
at our best, we did not love him with all our heart, SO~UI and mine/). The Christian, however, has a
new nature. God has crucified the old rebellious nature 3:9-10). The penalty of sin died with Christ
on the cross, God has declared us not guilty and we n
no longer live under sin's power. God does
not take us out of the world or make us robots-we will still feel like sinning, and sometimes we will
sin. The difference is that before we were saved, we were slaves to our Sinful nature; but now we
are free to live for Christ (see Galatians 2:20). NIVLASB
2:14 The written code that was canceled was the legal demands of the old Testament law. The law

.
opposed us by its demands for payment for our sin. Though no one can be saved by merely keeping
tllat code, the moral truths and principles in the Old Testament still teach and guide today. NIVLASB
2:14 We can enjoy our new life in Christ because we have joined him in his deatn and resurrection. Our
evil desires, our bondage to sin, and our love of sin died with him. NOW, joining him in his
resurrection life, we may have unbroken fellowship with God and freedom from Sin. Our debt for sin
has been paid in full; our sins are swept away and forgotten by God' and we can be clean and new.
For more on the difference between our new life in Cnrist and our old sinful nature, read Ephesians
4:23-24 and Colossians 3:15. NIVLASB
2:15 Who are these powers 'and authorities? Several suggestions have been made, including (1)
demonic powers, (2) the gods of the powerful nations, (3) angels (highly regarded by the heretical
teachers) or (4) the government of Rome. These powers and authorities were probably not the
demonic forces In 2: 10. More likely they are the angels who were mediators of tile law (Galatians
3:19). The Colossian false teachers were encouraging worship of angels. But at his death, Christ
surpassed the position and authority of any angel. So rather than fear angels or worship them, we
are to view them as deposed rulers. Paul meant no disrespect toward angels, but he showed that
they are not to be compared with Jesus Christ. Some scholars believe these powers are the powers
of Rome. By hjs resurrection..{ ,Christ stripped the power away from a wortd empire that seemed to
tem&Orarily defeat him. NlvLASB
NIV

SB: New International Version Life Application Study Bible

. ,
WIPED CLEANRepent .. and turn to God, so
that your sins may be wiped out.
Acts 3:15 (NIV)

Offensive words-big stark, and depressing-had been scrawled on the wall of the building. Someone came
along with a can of paint and painted over the words. The result was a clean, attractive walr.
I had inscribed across my life words, behaviors, and attitudes that were offensive to God. They often appeared
in my mind, es~ially when I began to seek God. How could God, who is righteous, accept me with all tile moral
and spiritual graffiti polluting my life?

Then I heard about Jesus Christ and the cross. Jesus saw the slate of my failures and sins, but also Wiped My
Heart Clean. By faith in Christ as my Lord and Savior, I have a new beginning, a new destiny. calvary is the
sign of sin's defeat. Before the Lord, we are clean.

Prayer'. Thank you dear God, for cleansing my life through the cross of Jesus Christ. May our
lives be pleasing in your Sight, according to your word and the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
Raymond N. Hawkins
(From the Upper Room)

