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Give thanks
to the Lord,
for the Lord is good.
God's love endures forever.
(Psalm 106:1)

From the Pastor's Desk
Teaching Elder Laddie J. Benton
WE ARE AMBASSADORS FOR CHRIST
"1 will praise the name of God with a song;
I will magnify him with thanksgiving."
(Psalm 69: 30 - New Revised Standard Version)

PRAISING GOD WITHIN THE COMMUNITY OF FAITH

On November 22, 2012 the people of this blessed nation will celebrate Thanksgiving
Day. This is a day set apart to be observed each year on the last Thursday of November.
President Abraham Lincoln delivered to the nation his Thanksgiving Proclamation on October 3,
1863 "as a day of thanksgiving and praise to our beneficent Father who dwelleth in the
heavens."
Thanksgiving Day is a time when families and friends gather to enjoy delicious foods and
to spend some quality time with each other. Lest we forget, it is most importantly a time for
giving thanks to God for the bountiful blessings bestowed upon individuals and this nation. This
day is a time for the community of faith to worship and sing songs of praise to God. As "We
gather together to ask the Lord's blessing," let us remember to pray for the poor and needed
within our world.
One of my favorite Thanksgiving hymns is Now Thank We All our God. I am sharing the
words of this hymn with you: (1) "Now thank we all our God with heart and hands and voices,
Who wondrous things hath done, In whom this world rejoices; Who, from our mothers' arms,
Hath blessed us on our way With countless gifts of love, And still is ours today; (2) 0 may this
bounteous God Through all our life be near us, With ever joyful hearts And blessed peace to
cheer us; And keep us in God's grace, And guide us when perplexed, And free us from all ills In
this world and the next; (3) All praise and thanks to God, Who reigns in highest heaven, To
,and.earth
Father and to Son and Spirit now be giv.en. The one eternal God, Whom heaven
f:,AVVl'-J'I.\.'/.1
adore, The God who was, and is, And shall be evermore."

Your Brother in Christ,

Te~:addie J.

Benton, Pastor
STAND UP FOR JESUSI
STAND UP FOR WPC

SICK. SHUT-INS AND BEREAYED FAMILIES
Harold and Pauline Jackson, Margie Walker, Joan Marshall, Jordan Johnson, Donald Lewis, Faith Morrison, Nathan and Marquis
Phelps, Jean Rudolph, Alfreda Richardson, John Fletcher, LaKeshia Green, and family, Demerik Weglinski-Benton, Teondre'
Morrison-Cooper, Aaron Randall, Stephen Randall, Ruth Jenkins, (Barbara Davis' mother), Sylvia Winfrey, Joseph Cooper,
Claudette Carter (Alberta'S daughter), Katrina Boykin (Joan Reppert's niece), John Haynes, Viola Jefferson, Freida Carter,
Vivian Key, Barbara Qavis, Loretta and Ronald Settle (NC), Amber Carter, "Miss Brenda" (Robert Nelson's friend), Jeff and
Jean ans their family, Lilliam Rivera, Justin Johnson, Kevin Herring, Larry Riden, Melba Stamm (Keith's mother), Bobby Scott
(Oliver's Brother), Lyndoll Walker (yvonne's friend), Annie Fisher (an Amish friend), Oliver Carter" Hazel Black Jocelyn
Mann, Julius Weglinski-Benton, Noel Irizarry (Chaleece's friend), and Denise Phelps, Tracy Nagle (Keith Stamm's Friend),
Shelley Burdine Lindsay Matthews, Parthenia Key and Denise Wilson.
PRAY FOR THE BEREAYED
The families of Richard McNeil (Lorraine McNeil's husband) and Mrs Charity Brooks (Sherry's grandmother).
SCRIPTURES:
-

November 4
November 11
November 18
November 25

Psalm 146:1-10
Psalm 111:1-10
Psalm 103:1-14
Psalm 41:1-9

IT

2 Corinthians 7:1-3
Ruth 4: 13-17
Isaiah 61:10-11
2 Samuel 23:1-7

Acts 27:33-38
Romans 1:8-15
2 Corinthians 9:6-15
Revelations 1:4-8

STANDING COMMITTEES

BmLE STUDY Wednesday 9:30 AM and 6:30 PM

Christian Concerns -Sharon Davis
Christian Education-Alexis Green
Evangelism-Yvonne Lewis
Finance-Toni Brooks
Property-Stephen Greer
Stewardship-8haron DavislYvonne Lewis
Worship Committee-Pauline Johnson/Alexis Green

LECTIONARY READINGS
Hebrews 9:11-14
Hebrews 9:24-28
Hebrews 10:11-18
Hebrews 10: 19-25

SESSION
Pastor-Rev. Laddie J. Benton
Clerk of SessiorH:>liver Carter
Church Treasurer-Toni Brooks
Benevolence Treasure -Oliver Carter
Club Fund Treasurer-Winnie J Burden

ORGANIZATION
Men's Fellowship-Oliver Carter
Pastor's Aid-Toni BrookslWinnie Burden
Petsonnel-stephen Greer
Presbyterian Women-AlexisGreenILaKeshia Green
Sunday School-sharon Davis

CHOIR REHEARSAL
Senior Choir Thursday 6:00 P M-Director-Mrs Janet Arms
Children Choir Sunday (after Church Service}-Director-William Kinkaid
Bible Study Wednesday 9;30 A M and 6:30 P M

WEB PAGE FOR WPC: WPC 1823.0RG
Washington Presbyterian Church Will Accept Donations
From Anyone Who Would Like To Help With Our Missions.
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Sunday

* Denotes Birthdays

Monday

WPC HOMECOMING MONTH

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
November 1
Senior Choir Rehearsal
6:00PM

Friday

2

5

Stewardship
Commitment
Daylight Saving Time
Ends
Communion
10:00 AM Sunday
Service
11 Alfreda Overton *
Lillie Foster *
Rachel Randall *
Thomas Fruit *
Caregiver Day
10:00 AM Sunday
Service

6

10:00 AM Sunday
Service
Joash Chest

25

8

7

10

16

17

Christian and Citizen
Election Day

12

13

Nathaniel Mitchell *

14
Bible Study - 9:30 AM
Bible Study - 6:30 PM

15
Senior Choir Rehearsal
6:00PM

Berks Heim-Family
Get Together

Darius Johnson *
Veterans Day
Observed

20

21
Bible Study - 9:30 AM
Bible Study - 6:30 PM

22

24

23

Senior Choir Rehearsal
6:00PM

27

28

29
Senior Choir Rehearsal
6:00PM

.
,

i

Thanl{Sgiving Day

Session meets-7:30PM

26

Bible Study - 9:30 AM
Bible Study - 6:30 PM
WPC Homecoming
Dinner
10:00 AM Sunday
Service

9

Senior Choir Rehearsal
6:00PM

19

18

3

World Community
Day

,
4

Saturday

31

30
Alex Auston

*

'I will sing and praise
you, 0 God!

.'

Be merciful to me, 0 God, be merciful,
because I come to you for safety.
In the shadow of your wings I find
protection
until the raging storms are over.
I call to God, the Most High,
.ro God, who supplies my every need.
He will answer from heaven and save me;
he will defeat my oppressors.
God will show me his constant love and
faithfulness.
I am surrounded by enemies,
who are like men-eating lions.
There teeth are like spears and arrows;
their tongues are like sharp swords.
Show your greatness in the sky, 0 God,
and your glory over all the earth.
My enemies have spread a net to catch me;
I am overcome with distress.
They dug a pit in my path,
but fell into it themselves.
I have complete confidence, 0 God;
I will sing and praise you!
Wake up, my harp and lyre!
I will wake up the sun.
I will thank you, 0 Lord, among the nations.
I willi praise you among the people.
Your constant love reaches the heavens;
your faithfulness touches the skies.
Show your greatness in the sky, 0 God,
and you glory over all the earth.
PAAlm Ei7

LOVE THIS TEACHER
Back in September of 2005, on the first day of school, Martha Cothren, a social
studies school teacher at Robinson High School in Little Rock, did something not to be
forgotten. On the first day of school, with the permission of the school superintendent,
the principal and the building supervisor, she removed all of the desks from her
classroom. When the first period kids entered the room they discovered that there
were no desks. 'Ms. Cothren, where're our desks?' She replied, 'You can't have a desk
until you tell me how you earn the right to sit at a desk.'
They thought, "Well, maybe it's our grades." "No," she said.
"Maybe it's our behavior." She told them, No, it's not even your behavior."
And so, they came and went, the first period, second period, third period. Still
no desks in the classroom.
The final period of the day came and as the puzzled students found seats on the
floor of the deskless classroom, Martha Cothren said, "Throughout the day no one has
been able to tell me just what he or she has done to earn the right to sit at the desks
that are ordinarily found in this classroom. Now I am going to tell you."
I

At this point, Martha Cothren went over to the door of her classroom and opened
it. Twenty-seven (27) U.S. Veterans, all in uniform, walked into that classroom, each
one carrying a school desk. The Vets began placing the school desks in rows, and then
they would walk over and stand alongside the wall. By the time the last soldier had set
the final desk in place those kids started to understand, perhaps for the first time in
their lives, just how the right to sit at those desks had been earned. Martha said, "You
didn't earn the right to sit at these desks. These heroes did it for you. They placed the
desks here for you. NOW, it's up to you to sit in them. It is your responsibility to learn,
to be good students, to be good citizens. They paid the price so that you could have
the freedom to get an education. Don't ever forget it."
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By the way, this is a true story. And this teacher was awarded Teacher of the
Year for the state of Arkansas in 2006.
Please consider paSSing this along so others won't forget that the freedoms we
have in this great country were earned by U. S. Veterans. Always remember them and
the rights they have won for us.
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CREAM OF
CHICI(EN SOUP
"

SERVES 4
Melt the butter in a large pan over medium heat. Add the shallots

3 tbsp butte~

and cook, stirring, for 3 minutes, until slightly softened. Add the

4 s.baflo ,c:hopped

leek and cook for another 5 minutes, stirring. Add the chicken,

lleek,sliced

stock, and herbs, and season with salt and pepper. Bring to a

1 Ib14~O

boil, then lower the heat and simmer for 25 minutes, until the
chicken is tender and cooked through. Remove from the heat

g skinless chicken

bftasts, Gl10pped
2% cups chic~en stock

and cool for 10 minutes.
Transfer the soup into a food processor or blender and process
until smooth (you may need to do this in batches). Return the
soup to the rinsed-out pan and warm over low heat for 5 minutes.
Stir hi the cream and cook for a~other 2 minutes, then remove
from th!'! heal and ladle into' serving bowls. Garnish with sprigs of
thyme and serve immediately.

1

tbs.,R chopp-ed fresH Rarsley

1

tbsp chopped fresh thyme,

THOUGHTS TO PONDER
Verse of the Month

The Lord has heard my supplication; the Lord will receive my prayer. Psalm 6:9
Prayer is the simplest form of speech that infant lips can try;
And the sublimest strains that reach the Majesty on hieh.
GOD CHOOSES MOSES Exodus 2:1-15
INow a man of the house of Levi married a Levite woman, 2and she became pregnant and gave birth to a son. When she
saw that he was a fine child. she hid him for three months.
2:1.2Although a name is not mentioned yet the baby in this story was Moses. Moses' mother and father were named
Jochebed and Amram. His brother was Aaron nnd his sister. Miriam. NIVLASB
2!3 But when she could hide him no longer, she got a papyrus basket for him and coated it with tar and pitch. Then she
placed the child in it and put it among the reeds along the bank of the Nile.
2:3 This tiny boat made of papyrus reeds was fashioned by a woman who knew want she was doing. Egyptian river
boats were made \\ ith these same reeds and waterproofed with tar. The reeds, which grew as tall as sixteen feet,
could be gathered in swampy areas along the Nile. Thus a small basket hidden among the reeds would be well
insulated from the weather and difficult to sec. NIVLASD
2:3fT Moses' mother knew how wrong it would be to destroy her child. But there was little she could do to change
Pharaoh's new law. Her only alternative was to hide the child and later place him in a tiny papyrus basket on the
river. God used her courageous act to· place her son, the Hebrew of his choice, in the house of Pharaoh. Do you
sometimes feel surrounded by evil and frustrated by how little you can do about it? When faced by evil, look for
ways to act a2ainst it. Then trust God to usc your effort. however small it seems, in his war al:ainst evil. NIVLASB
2:4His sister stood at a distance to see what would happen to him.
2:S Then Pharaoh's daughter went down to the Nile to bathe, and her attendants were walking along the river bank. She saw
the basket among the reeds and sent her slave girl to get it.
2:S Who was Pharaoh's daughter? There are two popular explanations. (I) Some think that Hatshepsut was the
woman who pulled Moses from the river. Her husband was Pharaoh Thutmose II. (This would match the earlier
exodus date.) Apparently Hatshepsut could not have children, so Thutmose had a son by another woman, and this
son became heir to the throne. Hatshepsut would have considered Moses a gift from the gods because now she had
her own son who would be the legal heir to the throne. (2) Some think the princess who rescued baby Moses was
the daughter of Rameses II, an especially cruel Pharaoh who would have made life miserable for the lIebrew
slaves. (This would match the later exodus date. ) NIVLASB
2:6She opened it and saw the baby. He was crying, and she felt sorry for him. "This is one of the Hebrew babies," she said.
7 Then his sister asked Pharaoh's daughter, "Shall 1 go and get one of the Hebrew women to nurse the baby for you?"
8 "Yes, go," she answered. And the girl went and got the baby's mother.
2:7.sMiriam, the baby's sister, saw that Pharaoh's daughter had discovered Moses. Quickly she took the initiative
to suggest a nurse (her mother) who might care for the baby. The Bible doesn't say if Miriam was afraid to
approach the Egyptian princess, or if the princess was suspicious of the Hebrew girl. But Miriam did approach
her, and the princess bought the services of.Mtriam and mother. Their family was reunited. Special opportunities
may come our way unexpectedly. Don't let the fear of what might happen cause you to miss an opportunity. Be
alert for the opportunities God \!ives you, and take full advantage of them. NIVLASB
2:9Pharaoh's daughter said to her, "Take this baby and nurse him for me, and 1 will pay you." so the woman took the baby
and nursed him.
1:9Moses' mother was reunited with her baby! God used her courageous act of saving and hiding her baby to begin
his plan to rescue his people from Egypt. God doesn't need much from us to accomplish his plan for our lives,
Focusing on our human predicament may paralyze us because the situation may appear humanly impossible. But
concentrating on God and his power will help us see the way out. Right now you may feel unable to see through
your troubles. Focus instead on God, and trust him for the way out. That is all he needs to begin his work in you.
NIVLASB
2:10 When the child grew older, she took him to Pharaoh's daughter and he became her son. She named him Moses, saying,
"I drew him out of the water."
2.11 One day, after Moses had grown up, he went out to where his own people were and watched them at their hard labor.
He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his own people. 12 Glancing this way and that and seeing no one, he killed

the Egyptian and hid him in the sand. 13 The next day he went out and saw two Hebrews fighting. He asked the one in the
wrong, "Why are hitting your fellow Hebrew?"
2:'4 The man said, "Who made you ruler and judge over us? Are you thinking of killing me as you killed the Egyptian?'~
Than Moses was afraid and thought. "What I did must have become known."
2:1214 Moses tried to make sure no one was watching before he killed the Egyptian. But as it turned out, someone did
see, and Moses had to flee the country. Sometimes we mistakenly think we can get away with doing wrong if no
one sees or catches us. Sooner or later, however, doing wrong will catch up with us as it did with Moses. Even if
we are not caught in this life. we will still have to face God and his evaluation of our actions. NIVLASB

SHEEP DON'T WEAR SHOES

Ask the animals, and they will teach you,
or the birds in the sky, and they will tell you.
Job 12:7 (NIV)

Reading about the Creator being revealed to the shepherd Moses on Mount Horeb, I
imagined the sheep continuing to bleat as they had before Moses turned aside to look at
the burning bush. They probably stomped their hooves, walking between Moses and the
fire. As I imagine this, I notice something: Sheep don't need to remove anything to get
closer to God because they don't wear shoes. Sheep are always in intimate contact with
the holy ground of God's presence.
As sheep of the Good Shepherd, we all start out like the sheep, "barefoot" and
intimately in touch with the One who made us. But soon we learn to lace up our shoes
and put barriers between our selves and the Holy One. We slip on confining assumptions
linked to race, gender, class, and other human categories that limit us and isolate us from
the close contact God yearns to have with us.
God said, "Take off your sandals, for the place where you are standing is holy ground"
(Exodus 3:5).
Every day, that invitation calls us to abandon whatever material
perspectives and preoccupations keep us away from God. Our purpose is to live close to
God. And when we put off whatever blocks that, God's purpose will ignite in us.
Prayer: Dear Holy One, help us to put aside all that blocks our awareness of you so our
feet can feel the holy ground that is always beneath us. Amen.

THOUGHT FOR THE DAY
What"shoes" interfere with_my
experiencing God's closeness?
Niger Woodruff

Close To Thee
1. Thou my everlasting portion, More than friend or life to me, all along my pilgrim journey, Savior, let me walk with
Thee.
2. Not for ease or worldly pleasure, Nor for fame my prayer shall be; Gladly will I toil and suffer, Only let me walk with
Thee.
3. Lead me thro' the vale of shadows, Bear me o'er life's fitful sea; Then the gate of life eternal May I enter, Lord, with
Thee.
Close to Thee, Close to Thee, Close to Thee, Close to Thee; All along my pilgrim journey, Savior, let me walk with Thee.

