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From the Pastor's Desk 
Teaching Elder, Laddie J. Benton,Pastor 

CHRIST JESUS IS OUR LORD AND SAVIOR 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ; who has blessed us in Christ 
with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, just as he chose us in Christ before 

the foundation of the world to be holy and blameless before him in love. He destined us 
far adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will ... 

(Ephesians 1: 3-S New Revised Standard Version) 

BLESSING GOD WITHIN THE COMMUNITY OF FAITH 

Dear members and friends of Washington Presbyterian Church (USA), 

Throughout the month of October, 2015, we will be giving thanks and praise to God for the 
many blessings that God has bestowed upon us and our ancestors since calling WPC into being 
in the year of 1823. As we celebrate our 192"· Anniversary; I am extending an invitation to you 
to join us in this great celebration, to witness the goodness and the love of God for us, as 
revealed through Christ Jesus our Redeemer. Come worship, fellowship, and dine with us. Let 
us join together in blessing our God. 

Did you know that WPC is known as a singing church? Our choir has sang hymns of praise to 
God throughout this region. The choir has been invited to many churches to lead the 
congregations with hymns of praise. My favorite is when they visit the residents that house 
senior citizens during the Christmas season. Surely this is a blessing to God 

Did you know that WPC is known as a praying church? Many people have sent prayer requests 
to WPC when they had been told by other people that all hope was lost. God heard our prayers 
for individuals and the community as well and answered them. Surely this is a blessing to God. 

Did you know that the hands of WPC have reached around the world to help those in need? I 
recall when the Presbyterian Women raised money to purchase mosquito nets to help to 
prevent malaria in certain countries. Today, WPC is in partnership with another church to 
provide for a family in war torn South Sudan. WPC has also adopted a child in another part of 
Africa and helping him to get an education. Surely these are blessings to God. 

Did you know that WPC has extended its hands to help those in need living in Reading and the 
surrounding areas? People living in shelters and those who do not have enough to eat have 
received assistance from WPC. There are numerous charities that WPC contribute to, but one 
that comes to mind is Berks Women in Crisis. Surely this is a blessing to God. 

Your Br~~~2Shrist, 
Rev. La~enton, Pastor 
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SICK, SHUT -INS AND BEREA YED FAMILIES 

Margie Walker, Joan Marshall, Teondre Morrison-Cooper, Claudette Carter, Justin Jolmson, Kevin Herring, 
Joyce Beckett, Ethel Kinkaid, James Gravett (Pastor's friend), Linda Hobbs (pastor's sister), Mrujorie McNeil, 
Daisy Patience, Marie (Flood) Rhodes, Monica (Joan Reppert's granddaughter), Hannah Matthews (Will's 
mother), Lillie Foster, Christina Key (Bobby Nelson's cousin), Bennie Blue, Genease Brown, Veronica 
(Amber's friend), Robert Nelson, Sharon Lanning (Donna's sister), Maurice Alexander, Mabel Rauch 
(Yvonne's friend), the Ebling farnily, the Eberly family, LaKeshia Green & Family, Viola Jefferson, Patricia 
Wilson, Alicia Lee, Tammy Marshall, Aimy McKnight, George Ravel (Penny's co-workers), Will Kinkaid 
(Tremont Rehab.), Yvonne Lewis, Diana Flood, Maria Mootarirn (Barbara's co-worker), Keith Stamm, Cherie 
Spillane, Patsy Booker, Sue Powers, Melba Stamm, Kay Wentling (Melba's neighbor), Penny Templin, Agnes 
Snead, Mrs. Thelma Winfrey, Patricia Lanning (Donna's mother), Jeffrey Godboldte, Derric Burden, Rosalie 
Moore, Tony and Eric Jackson (K. Stamm's friends), John and Damarcus (sons of Penny's co-worker), Joseph 
Harmon, Valerie Phelps and Gladys Graves. 

PRAY FOR THE BEREAVED 

SCRIPTURES 
October 4 
October II 
October 18 
October 25 

Job 1:1; 2:1-10 
Job 23:1-9,16-17 
Job 38:1-7 (34-41) 
Job 42: 1-6, 10-17 

STANDING COMMITTEES 
Christian Concerns - April Coleman 
Christian Education - Alexis Green 
Evangelism - Yvonne Lewis 
Finance - Toni A. Brooks 
Property - Stephen Greer 

Psalm 26 
Psalm 22:1-15 
Psalm 104:1-9, 24,35 
Psalm 34:1-8 (19-22) 

Hebrews 1: 1-4;2:5-12 
Hebrews 4:12-16 
Hebrews 5:1-10 
Hebrews 7:23-28 

BffiLE STUDY - Wednesday 9:30 A.M. and 6:30 P.M. 

LECTIONARY READINGS 
Mark 10:2-16 
Mark 10:17-31 
Mark 10:35-45 

Stewardship - Sharon DavisIYvonne Lewis 
Worship Committee-Pauline Johnson/Alexis Green 

Mark 10:46-52 

SESSION 
Pastor - Rev. Laddie J. Benton 
Clerk of Session - Oliver Carter 
Church Treasurer - Toni A. Brooks 
Benevolence Treasurer - Oliver Carter 
Club Fund Treasurer- Winnie J. Burden 
Sunday School- Sharon Davis 

CHOIR REHEARSAL 

ORGANIZATION 
Men's Fellowship - Oliver Carter 
Pastor's Aid- Toni A. BrooksIWinnie Burden 
Personnel - Stephen Greer 
Presbyterian Women - Alexis GreenILaKeshia Green 

Senior Choir Thursday 1:00 P.M. - Director - Mrs. Janet Arms 

WASHINGTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH WILL ACCEPT DONATIONS 
FROM ANYONE WHO WOULD LIKE TO HELP WITH OUR MISSIONS. 

Presbyterian Women will be collecting Thank Offering Envelopes 
for Lehigh Presbytery during the month of November. 



October 2015 * Denotes Birthdays 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

I 2 3 
Talia Jefferson * 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 
World Communion Bible Study - 9:30 AM Senior Choir Rehearsal 

Sunday/Peacemaking Working Session Bible Study - 6:30 PM 1:00 PM Marquis Phelps,Jr.-
Offering Meets 6:30 PM 

Tammy Marshall '" I 
, 

I 

Communion 
I 0:00 AM Sunday 

Service 
11 12 13 14 IS 16 17 
Lyra Talarico - Bible Study - 9:30 AM Sen ior Choir Rehearsal 

Bible Study - 6:30 PM \:00 PM Joan Marshall • 
Domestic Violence 

Awareness Mus.a Benton -
Communion 

10:00 AM Sunday Worship Committee 
Service Columbus Day Meets - 9:00 AM Islamic New Year World Food Day 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
Children's Sabbath Bible Study - 9:30 AM Senior Choir Rehearsal Stephen Greer • 

Session meets 6:30PM Oliver Carter' Bible Study - 6:30 PM 1:00 PM Taleshla Dunksn • 

T. J. Scott-

10:00 AM Sunday 
Service 

Joash Chest United Nations Day 
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

192" Church Bible Study - 9:30 AM Senior Choir Reh.arsal Amber Auston' 
Anniversary Dinner Peter Reppert - Bible Study - 6:30 PM \:00 PM 

Reformation Sunday Turn Clocks Back 

10:00 AM Sunday 

'---- Service 
- - L-_ __ ___ _ ----- ~-----~ 

Halloween 



presents an 

AUr-~-Cwov-EU!i 
Pancake Breakfast! 

EAT IN or TAKE-OUT 

Date: Saturday, NOV 7 

Time: 8AM - 12PM 

Cost: ADULTS - $7 
CHILDREN & SENIORS - $5 

Tell your friends & family: Join us for food and fellowship, 
Saturday. November 7! Ticket price includes: NI-You-Ciin-Eat 
pancakes, beverage and one serving of meat and eggs 
(additional a la carte items available for purchase). 

Information & Tickets 
WASHINGTON PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
FUNDRAISER COMMITIEE MEMBERS 
or WILLIAM MATIHEWS 

p: 610.373.5497 
e: WMATIHEWS@RELTEKSERVICES.COM 

Tickets available in advance and at the door. Proceeds benefit Washington Presbyterian Church and the 

Greater Reading Community. ·Purchases are non-refundable; donations are accepted. 



SPIRITUAL HELPS 

ETERNAL FATHER, 
It is amazing love, 

that thou hast sent thy Son to suffer in my stead, 
that thou hast added the Spirit to teach, comfort, guide, 
that thou hast allowed the ministry of angels 

to wall me round; 
All heaven subserves the welfare of a poor worm. 
Permit thy unseen servants to be ever active on my behalf, 

and to rejoice when grace expands in me. 
Suffer them never to rest until my conflict is over, 

and I stand victorious on salvation's shore. 
Grant that my proneness to evil, deadness to good, 

resistance to thy Spirit's motions, 
may never provoke thee to abandon me. 

May my hard heart awake thy pity, not thy wrath, 
And if the enemy gets an advantage through my corruption, 

let it be seen that heaven is mightier than hell, 
that those for me are greater than those against me. 

Arise to my help in richness of covenant blessings, 
Keep me feeding in the pastures of thy strenghtening Word, 

searching Scripture to find thee there. 
If my waywardness is visited with a scourge, 

enable me to receive correction meekly, 
to bless the reproving hand, 
to discern the motive of rebuke, 
to respond promptly, and do the fIrst work. 

Let all thy fatherly dealings make me a partaker of thy holiness. 
Grant that in every fall I may sink lower on my knees, 

and that when I rise it may be to loftier heights of 
devotion. 
May my every cross be sanctifIed, 

every loss be gain, 
every denial a spiritual advantage, 
every dark day a light of the Holy Spirit, 
every night of trial a song. Amen. 



THE BRICK 

A young and successful executive was traveling down a neighborhood street, going a bit too fast in 
his new Jaguar. He was watching for kids darting out from between parked cars and slowed down when 
he thought he saw something. 

As his car passed, no children appeared. Instead, a brick smashed into the Jag's side door! He 
slammed on the brakes and backed the Jag back to the spot where the brick had been thrown. The angry 
driver them jumped out of the car, grabbed the nearest kid and pushed him up against a parked car 
shouting, "What was that all about and who are you? Just what the heck are you doing? That's a new 
car and that brick you threw is going to cost a lot of money. Why did you do it?" 

I threw the brick because no one else would stop. With tears dripping down his face and off his 
cbin, the youth pointed to a spot just around a parked car. It's my brother he said. He rolled off the 
curb and fell out of his wheelchair and I can't lift him up. Now sobbing, the boy asked the stunned 
executive, "Would you please help me get him back into his wheelchair? He's hurt and he's too heavy 
forme. 

Moved beyond words, the driver tried to swallow the rapidly swelling Jump in his throat. He 
hurriedly lifted the handicapped boy back into the wheelchair, then took out a linen handkerchief and 
dabbed at the fresh scrapes and cuts. A quick look told him everything was going to be okay. 

Thank you and may God bless you the grateful child told the stranger. Too shook up for words 
the man simply watched the boy push his wheelchair-l1ound brother down the sidewalk toward their 
home. 

It was a long, slow walk back to the Jaguar. The damage was very noticeable, but the driver never 
bothered to repair the dented side door. He kept the dent there to remind him of this message: "Don't 
go through life so fast that someone has to throw a brick at you to get your attention!" 

God whispers in our souls and speaks to our hearts. Sometimes when we don't have time to listen, 
He has to throw a brick at us. It's our choice to listen or not. 

God didn't promise 
days without pain, laughter without sorrow, 

sun without rain, but He did promise strength for 
the day, comfort for the tears, and light for the Way 

If God brings you to it, He will bring you through it. 



THE FORUM 

The general political voting season is upon us. What will your decision be on voting day, 
Tuesday, November 3, 2015? Are you ready to sound off on your dismay that your favorite local 
candidate did not make it out of the primary elections in May of2015? I sincerely hope you 
voters in the city make the right choice to lead the community in the right direction. AS,to the 
county voting residents, it is time for great changes in leadership of the county, especially in the 
Commissioners' race. It is time for the Republican majority on the Board of Commissioners to 
be eliminated. The present board of three has two Republicans and one Democrat. Pennsylvania 
State Law requires this type of Commission have a majority and minority representation on the 
Board. It is time for Republican, Mark Scott to go and elect a majority of Democratic members 
to the Commissioners' office. This could be an easy task if more Democrats would get out and 
vote, as the City of Reading has a 5 to 1 majority voters and the County as a whole, has a 3 to 2 
maj ority voting edge. All that is required is a large plurality of Democratic voters in the City to 
overcome the large Republican vote in the County. So let's go City voters! 

I realize from time to time, the Forum column may be saturated with political commentary. 
That is one of the only ways to get information to the voting masses in these trying times of voter 
disgust. Dare I say extensive changes are needed in our local government, as well as at the 
County and State level. God knows changes are needed at the Federal level in Washington. 
First we have a "do nothing Congress", who riles against anything President Barack Obama tries 
to negotiate for the betterment of the American people and the world community. There is a 
concerted effort to write off the "slate" anything this President has passed or signed into law or 
when using his Executive Order. As he has often said, "If Congress will not do their job; I will 
continue to do mine." And he has done that! It is beyond my comprehension how members of 
Congress do everything to counter the President's efforts. They seem like a bunch of old angry 
men/women who are vehemently against President Obama because of the power of the office 
which they feel he uses as a bully pulpit. 

Although the Presidential election of 2016 is more than a year away, the Republican 
candidates, during the debates and town hall meetings show their anger about the President 
among themselves. President Obama is not even running for office. That is a sad commentary! 
More on this subject later. 

Note of Interest - - - The rumor mill has it that a person of interest has been designated as a 
Commissioner to the Presbytery to represent Washington Presbyterian Church. Hooray! 

Remember a solid person is also' needed as a Clerk of Session. Step up to the plate 
members. 

That's all folks! 

Credit for portions of this article goes to the Reading Eagle (RE). 
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THOUGHTS TO PONDER 
Verse of the Month 

I shall be Satisfied. Psalm 17:15 
He shall_be satisfied. Isaiah 53:11 

o day of wondrous l'romisc, The Bridegroom and the bride. 
Are seen m glory ever; forever satisfied. 

"*"'The words in red are Scripture-dle words in black are the footnotes. 
SINFULNESS OF MAN RomaRs 1-7 
I Paul. a servant of Christ Jesus. called to be an apostlc and set apart for the gospel of God-
hi Paul humbly calls himself a servant of Jesus Christ and an apostle ("one who is senf'). For a Roman citizen-which 
Paul was--to choose to be a servant was unthinkable. But Paul chose to be completely dependent on and obedient to his 
beloved Master. Our willingness to serve and obey Jesus Christ enables us to be useful and usable servants to do work 
for bi",=work that really matters. NIYLASB 
, the gospel he promised beforehand through his prophets in the Holy Scriptures 
I" Some of the prorhecies predicting the GoOO News regarding Jesus Christ are Genesis 12:3; Psalms 16:10; 40:6-10; 
118:22; Isaiah 11: ; Zechariah 9:9-11; Malachi 4:1-6. NIVLASB 
,regarding his Son, who as to his human nature was a descendant of David, ,and who through the Spirit ofhoIiness 
was declared with power to be the Son of God by his resurrection from the dead: Jesus Christ our Lord. 
'ol-4Paul calIs Jesus a descendant of King David to emphasize that Jesus truly had fuI1illed the Old Testament Scriptures 
predictin~ that the Messiah would come from David's line. With this statement offaith, Paul declares his agreement with 
the teachrng of all Scriptures and of the apostles. NlVLASB 
.~, Through him and for his name's sake, we received grace and apostleship to call people from among all the 
Gentiles to the obedience tbat comes from faitb .• And you also are among those who are called to belong to Jesus Christ. 
l,u Christians have both privilege and great responsibility. Paul and the apostles received for&iveness ("grace") as an 
undeserved privilege. But they also received the responsibility to share the message of God' s fOrgiveness with others. God 
also graciously forgives our sins when we believe In him as Lord. In doing this, we are committing ourselves to begin a 
new life. God mayor may not call you to be an overseas missionary, but he does call you (and all believers) to witness 
to and be an example of the changed life that Jesus Christ has begun in you. NIVLASB 
·To all in Rome who are loved by God and called to be saints: Grace and peace to you from God our Father and 
from the Lord Jesus Christ. 
1c6-'PauI says that those who become Christians are invited by Jesus Christ to (1) become part of God's fiunily, and (2) be 
holy people ("to be saints," set apart, dedicated for his service). What a wonderful expression of what it means to be a 
Christian! In being rebominto God's fiunily we have the greatest experience oflove and the greatest inheritance. Because 
of all that God has done for us, we strive to be his holy people. 1:,Christians in every age need to be reminded that God is the 
only oeunanent source of our security and salvation. and at the same time he is "our Father'. NIVLASB 
GOD'S WRATH AGNNST MANKIND Romans 1:18-32 
I. The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all tbe godlessness and wickedness of men who suppress 
the truth bv their wickedness, 
1:1' Why is God angry at sinful {leople? Because they have substituted the truth about him with a fimtasy of their own 
imagination (1 :25). They have stifled the truth God naturally reveals to all people in order to believe anything that supports 
their own self-centered life-styles. God cannot tolerate sin because his nature is morally perfect. He cannot ignore or 
condone such willful rebellion. God wants to remove the sin and restore the sinner---andhe is able to, as long as the sinner 
does not stubbornly distort or reject the truth. But his anger erupts against those who persist in sinning. Make sure you 
are not ~g a fimtasy rather than the true God. Don' t suppress the truth about him merely to protect your own life-
style. ASB 
I'·" since what may be known about God is plain to them, because Godbas made it plain to them. "For since the 
creation of the world God's invisible qualities-bis eternal power and divine nature--have been clearly seen, being 
understood from what has been made so that men are without excuse. 
1,1"2<1 Does anvone have an excuse for not belieVing in God? The Bible answers an emphatic no. God has revealed what he is like 
in and through his creation. Every person, therefore, either accel?ts or rejects God. Don't be fooled. Wben the day comes for God 
to judge your response to him, no excuses will be accepted. Begm today to give your devotion and worship to him. 
In these verses. Paul answers a common objection: How could a TovinS God send anyone to hell, especially someone who has never 
heard about Christ? In fact, says Paul, God revealed himself plainly m the creation to all people. And yet people reject even this 
basic knowledge of God. Also, everyone has an inner sense of what God requires, but they choose not to live up to it. Put another 
way, people's moral standards are always better than their behavior. If people suppress God's truth in order to live their own way. 
they have no excuse. They know the truth, and they will have to endure the consequences of ignoring it. 
I". What kind of God does nature reveal? Nature show us a God of might, intelligence, and intricate detail; a God of order and 
beauty; a God who controls powerful forces. That is general revelation. Through special revelation (the Bible and coming of Jesus ), 
we learn about God's love and forgiveness, and the promise of etemallife. God has graciously given us both sources that we might 
fully believe in him. 
God reveals his divine nature and personal qualities through creation, even though creation's testimony has been disto~ed by.the 
fall. Adam's sin resulted in a divine curse upon the whole natural order (Genesis 3: 17-19); thorns and thistles wen: an u,nmedlate 
result, and natural disasters have been common ftom Adam· s day to ours. In Romans 8: 19-21, Paul says that nature Itself IS eagerly 
awaiting its own redemption from the effects of sin (see Revelation 22:3). NM,ASB 



"-2J For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking became futile 
and their foolish hearts were darkened. "Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools ,-,and exchanoed the olorv 
of the immortal God for images made to look like mortal man and birds and animals and reptiles. to "'-

12,."How could intelligent people turn to idolatry? Idolatry begins when people reject what they know about God. Instead ofiooking 
to him as the Creator and sustainer of life, they see themselves as the center of the universe. They soon invent "gods" that are 
convenient projects of their own selfish plans and decrees. These gods may be wooden figures, but they may also be goals or things 
we pursue such as money, power, or coinfort. They may even be misrepresentations of God himself-making God in our image, 
instead of the revere. The common denominator is this--idolaters worship the things God made rather than God himself. Is there 
anything you feel you can't live without? Is there any priority greater than God? Do you have a dream you would sacrifice 
everything to realize? Does God take first place? Do you worship God or idols of your own making? 
I2I.J2Paul clearly portrays the inevitable downward spiral into sin. First, people reject God; next, they make up their own ideas of 
what a god could be and do; then they fall into sin-sexual sin, greed, hatred, envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice, gossip. Finally, 
they grow to hate God and encourage others to do so. God does not cause this steady progression toward evil. Rather, when people 
reject him, he allows them to live as they choose. God gives them over or permits 1hem to experience the natural consequences of 
their sin. Once caught in the downward spiral, no one can pull himself or herself out. Sinners must trust Christ alone to put them 
on the path of escape. NlVLASB 
'''' When Paul says that men exchan~d the glory of the immortal GOd for images of birds, anim8ls, and reptiles, he seems to 
deliberately state man's wickedness m the terms used in the Genesis narrative of Adam's fall (see Genesis 1:20-26)_ When we 
worship the creature instead of the Creator, we lose sight of our own identity as those who are higher than the animals- made in 
the image of God. NIVLASB 
"Therefore God gave them OVer in the sinfnl desires oftheir hearts to sexual impurity for the degradin-g-oftheir bodies with 
onc another. -
'24-32 These people chose to reject God and God allowed them to do it. God does not usually stop us from makin~ choices that are 
against his will. He lets us declare our supposed independence from him, even though he knows that in time we will become slaves 
to our own rebellious choices--we will lose our freedom not to sin. Does life without God look like freedom to you? Look more 
closely. There is no worse slavery than slavery to sin. NlVLASB 
~. They exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served created things rather than the Creator-who is 
fore,,'er praised. Amen. 
,,,,People tend to believe lies that reinforce their own selfish, personal beliefs. Today, more than ever, we need to be careful about 
the input we allow to form our beliefs. With TV, music, movies, and the rest of the media often presenting sinfullifc..styles and 
unwholesome values, we fmd ourselves constantly bombarded by attitudes and beliefs that are totally opposed to the Bible. Be 
careful about what you allow to form your opinions. The Bible is the only standard of truth. Evaluate all other opinions in light of 
its teachings. NIVLASB 
:,-,-Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts. Even their women exchanged natural relations for unnatural ones. 
,- In the same wav the men also abandoned natnral relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men 
committed indecent acts with other men. and received in themselves the due penalty for their perversion. 
,,,..,7God's plan for natural sexual relationships is his ideal for his creation. Unfortunately, sin distorts the natural use of God's gifts. 
Sin often means not only denying God, but iilso denying the way we are made. When people say that any sex act is acceptable as 
long as nobody gets hurt, they are fooling themselves. In the long run (and often in the short run), sin hurts people--individuals, 
faniiIies, whole societies. How sad it is that people who worship the things God made instead of the Creator so often distort and 
destroy the very things they claim to value. 
Homosexuality was as widespread in Paul's day as it is in ours. Many pagan practices encouraged it. God is willing to receive 
anyone who comes to him m faith, and Christians should love and accept others no matter what their background. Yet, 
homosexuality is strictly forbidden in Scripture (Leviticus 18:22). Homosexuality is considered an acceptable practice by many in 
our world today-even by some churches. But society does not set the standard for God's law. Many homosexu8.Is believe that their 
desires are normal and that they have a right to express them. But God does not obligate nor encourage us to fUlfill all our desires 
(even the normal ones). Those desires that violate his laws must be controlled. 
lf you have these desires, you can and must resist acting upon them. Consciously avoid places or activities you know will kindle 
temptations of this kind_ Don't underestimate the power of Satan to tempt you, nor.the potential for serious harm if you yield to these 
temptations. Remember, God can and will forgive sexual sins just as be forgives others sins. Swrender yourself to the grace and 
mercy of God, asking him to show you the way out of sin and mto the liJ$ht of his freedom and his love. Prayer, Bible study, and 
strong su{lport in a Christian church can help you to gain strength to resIst these powerful temptations. lf you are already deeply 
involved m homosexual behavior. seek help from a trustworthy, professional. Pastoral counselor. NlVLASB 
""." Furthermore, since they did not think it worth while to retain the knowledge of God, he gave them over to a 
depraved mind, to do what ouo-ht not to be done. They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil 
greed and depravity. They are full ofenvy"murder, strife, deceit and malice. They are gossips, 3Oslanderers, God
haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing evil; they disobey their parents; l< they are 
senseless, faithless, heartless, ruthless. "Although they know God's righteous decree that those who do such things 
deserve death, they not only continue to do these verv things but also approve of those who p ractice them. 
,,,,How were these people aware of God's death penalty? HUman beings, created m God's image, have a basic moral nature and 
a conscience_ This trutli is understood beyond religious circles. PsYChologists, for example, say that the rare person who has no 
conscience has a serious personality disorder that is extremely difficult to treat. Most people instinctively know when they do 
wrong--but they may not care. Some people will even risk an early death for the freedom to indulge their desires DOW. "I know it's 
wrong, butl really want it," they say; or, "I know it's dangerous, but it's worth the risk." for such people, part of the "fun" is going 
against God's law, the community's moral standards, common sense, or their own sense of right and wrong. But deep down inside 
tliey know that sin deseryes the punishment of death (6:23). NIVLASB 


